Gianni: Lisbon Treaty
Is ‘Anti-Democratic’

The following statement was
issued on March 26, by Alfon-
so Gianni, Undersecretary to
the Economic Development
Ministry in the outgoing Prodi
government, to Movimento
Solidarieta, the LaRouche or-
ganization in Italy.

I would like to take this occa-

sion to once again emphasize,

as I have written and stated . ,
. . gruppi.camera.it

numerous times, my opposi- Alfonso Gianni

tion and my party’s (the Ri-

fondazione Comunista) opposition to the Lisbon Treaty, be-

cause that treaty is the result of a ‘marketist,” liberalist,

elitist, and anti-democratic view of the process of European

integration.

The Europe which we would like to see, a political entity
which promotes peace, is one that must be constructed through
a process in which the peoples of our continent have a voice.
We cannot accept an institutional framework based on the pri-
macy of governments over parliaments.

For these reasons, I would like to point out that during the
discussion of the legislative calendar in Parliament, our group
stated its opposition to placing the Treaty on the calendar dur-
ing the period preceding the upcoming general elections,
when the Parliament is only to deal with minor business.

Unfortunately, our Constitution does not foresee the use
of areferendum for international treaties. This is the real prob-
lem: The proposal has been presented as a treaty, when it is
actually a proposal for a Constitution, and a profoundly flawed
one at that. Thus, the request for a referendum has been avoid-
ed.

For these reasons, it is even more necessary to spread
awareness of the contents of the proposed treaty, broaden the
debate, and increase the popular opposition in every country
in Europe.

I wish you success in your efforts.

Alfonso Gianni
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