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held in Manila, attended by about 100 students, friends of the 
LaRouche Society, and others who had heard of the confer-
ence on Valdes’s daily radio broadcast. On the first day, Bill-
ington presented an international economic and strategic 
briefing, a class on the fight between the American System 
and the British System in Asia after World War II, and a class 
on the basics of bel canto singing, including teaching the 
group two Classical vocal canons.

However, the highlight of the event came on the second 
day, when the Philippines LYM took over, demonstrating 
the emergence of the young leadership required to save the 
Philippines from its current horrific state of poverty and de-
cay. One of the leading youth members, Ver Archivido, per-
formed the “Chaconne” from Bach’s Partita No. 2 for unac-
companied violin, transcribed for guitar by the great 
Classical guitarist Andrés Segovia, with such clarity and 
transparency in the long lines of development, that the audi-
ence was riveted throughout the performance, despite the 
fact that most of them had never heard such complex music, 
nor perhaps any Classical music at all. Archivido and three 
other youth presented classes on Eratosthenes’ measure-
ment of the circumference of the Earth; the hoax of global 
warming; the emerging nuclear renaissance; a workshop on 
sphaerics, including a demonstration of the primacy of 
physical geometry over Euclidian axiomatics; a Platonic di-
alogue on doubling the square; a physical geometric proof 
of the Pythagorean Theorem; and the generation of lines, 
points, and the Platonic solids through circular action. 
Above all, they conveyed to the youthful audience the ur-
gency of joining the LaRouche movement, both for their 
own education, and as the only hope for creating a future for 
themselves and their nation.

—mobeir@aol.com

Interview: Del. Joanne Benson

Can Maryland Public
Hospital Be Saved?
Here are excerpts from an in-
terview with Maryland state 
Delegate Joanne C. Benson 
(D-Dist. 24), on the fight to 
save Prince Georges County 
Hospital. The interview was 
conducted by telephone, by 
Patricia Salisbury, on Dec. 6.

EIR: Delegate Benson, 
the recent special session of 
the Maryland State Legisla-
ture has brought the issue of 
the Prince Georges County Hospital system into focus, with 
frequent reports on a financial crisis, and even the possibility 
that the very existence of the hospital is in jeopardy.

Benson: Now let me tell you, the Prince Georges Coun-
ty Hospital system, which is managed by Dimensions 
Healthcare, is a hospital system that last year serviced 
180,000 people. The vast majority of the people that were 
serviced, used the emergency room as a primary care pro-
vider because they had nowhere else to go. And we are talk-
ing about people who are sick. The Dimensions System is 
the only hospital system that is owned by a county in the 
state of Maryland.

EIR: So, it is a public hospital system?
Benson: Yes, it is. The hospital has been in trouble for the 

past ten years, and each year a band-aid approach has been 
used to try to fix the problem. It has not worked.

. . . We are talking about a shock trauma center where the 
survival rate of persons brought into shock trauma is some-
where around 85%. It is among the highest in the nation. . . . 
They have a pre-natal unit that is among the best in the state. 
So we are not talking about a hospital where you have peo-
ple—doctors and nurses and staff—who don’t care about the 
hospital.

 The problem, as we see it, and I sit on the Health and Gov-
ernment Operations Committee, is that we need another ap-
proach in trying to deal with this hospital. We need to come up 
with an authority that is going to manage this hospital in such 
a way that the state will buy in, and the county will buy in. In 
other words, it’s been very, very difficult for all parties in-
volved to sit down at the table, and come up with a solution to 
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save this hospital, but it can be done. Last year, we began to 
work, starting with the [legislative] session in January, on 
how we could best save this hospital, and get the hospital on 
its feet. We asked the county and the county executive to come 
up with a plan. . . . When the county and county executive did 
not produce a plan, we did not want it to be like the year be-
fore, when we had to come up at the ninth hour and beg for $6 
million to keep the hospital afloat. And so when they did not 
come up with a plan, we came up with one of our own.

EIR: And could you tell me what that was?
Benson: The main feature of the plan was to initiate an 

authority that would be persons chosen by the governor and 
by the county executive to manage the hospital, because not 
only are we talking about 180,000 people who use the hospi-
tal, we are talking about 2,400 people who work at the hospi-
tal. The main feature of the authority would be to come up 
with a plan to find the financial means. In the last bill, the State 
of Maryland was going to put up $175 million, and another 
sum was to be put up by the county. And at the ninth hour, the 
county council backed out, which put us back to square one. 
So this year, we are going to come up with the same kind of 
bill.

Let me go back for a minute. The Hospital Dimensions 
system was formed in 1982, and it was formed because the 
county government said they could not manage the hospi-
tal. . . .  And so, the hospital has been in trouble for the past 
eight to ten years. We have had a loss of everything—poor 
bond ratings, loss of a market share. Nothing but problems. . . . 
What we are talking about here is a hospital that has been 
limping along.

EIR: And has its plant, equipment, and services deterio-
rated over that period?

Benson: I don’t think that services have. The one saving 
grace for us, and we ought to be extremely grateful, is that the 
vast majoritiy of the people that work at the hospital are not 
necessarily there for the money. . . . We have a number of doc-
tors and nurses who are there because of their commitment to 
the kinds of people that come there. . . . The hospital staff, they 
have been incredible, really and truly. . . . It is the financial 
piece that is creating the problem.

EIR: And your legislation in the upcoming session—is 
this an attempt to reassert the public control of the hospital 
and eliminate the kind of middle-man management?

Benson That is exactly what we are trying to do. We want 
to create a hospital authority.

EIR: In a way, your proposal seems to go against the trend 
to step back from the publc management, or even public over-
sight of health care, to bring in private companies which, in 
the conditions of economic crisis, are not serving to improve 
health care.

Benson: The focus here is dealing with the financial piece, 
bringing some order and credibility to the hospital. . . . We will 
have the hospital authority, which will be a state-sponsored, 
not-for-profit entity, and we are going be governed by a board 
of directors who will be chosen by the governor and the coun-
ty executive. And the prime purpose of the authority will be to 
develop a long-term solution to the problems we face with the 
hospital.

EIR: And as I understand it, the state and county, like so 
many around the country, are in financial crisis.

Benson: Yes, they are.

EIR: The question is, will any authority created be able to 
accomplish the job of prioritizing the needs of the hospital and 
the people it serves in this collapsing financial situation. I 
know that proposals have been made in terms of the amount 
of money needed by the hospital. What, in your view, is need-
ed financially?

Benson: What we thought we would do is to have the 
county and the state put up money. The state agreed to put up 
$158 million, because in order for us to do what really needs 
to be done, we need a little over $300 million. Up to $335 mil-
lion.

EIR: Can you spell out what that money is actually need-
ed for?

Benson: Well, you know we have a bond debt, and we 
need to deal with the pensions of the workers. We are grave-
ly concerned about that, and [about] a modernization of the 
facility or building a brand new facility. Because all the 
health facilities that come under the umbrella of Dimen-
sions are in dire need of upgrade. And of course, the operat-
ing costs. . . . We, the legislators, the people in Prince Georg-
es County, are in adamant 100% opposition to the closing of 
the hospital. . . .

Now, we just came up with another health bill here, and 
included in that bill is this: Money will be allocated to the 
hospital, but in the form of $300 million under one condi-
tion—that the county executive and the county council 
come up with, and hammer out an agreement, because they 
are the stumbling block. We are not going to fool around 
with them this year. . . . We have all this political foolishness 
going on which is keeping us from coming up with a peace-
ful solution to this problem. So this year, we are going to 
put a bill in. . . . Because let’s face it, if this hospital were to 
close, it would have a ripple effect all over the great State of 
Maryland. . . .

EIR: How soon do you think the issue will be joined 
there?

Benson: We are going to bring this bill in as an emergency 
bill, and it will be a top priority piece for the Prince Georges 
County delegation in January. . . .


