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House press office has yet to confirm to EIR whether the 
order is still in effect, or whether it was rescinded by Gore’s 
co-thinkers in the Bush-Cheney Administration.

Bush and Gore on the Same Team
Whether it has been explicitly rescinded, or just ignored, 

the Bush regime certainly does not accept the policy-intent of 
that EO. The U.S. Trade Representative cited Thailand’s com-
pulsory licensing as a problem earlier in the year, and then, at 
the beginning of May, placed Thailand on its Priority Watch 
List, an action which carries the threat of trade sanctions or 
reprisals. Dr. Mongkol came to Washington to attempt to 
reverse the threats, but he reported after meeting with U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez on May 22, that Gutier-
rez “is on the side of the pharmaceutical companies.”

That same day, Billy Tauzin, president of the Pharmaceuti-
cal Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA, the car-
tel lobby) lambasted Thailand in a teleconference with the 
media, blaming it for setting an example which other countries 
may follow, as Brazil did. For this maniac, it is “the spreading 
epidemic of compulsory licensing” which must be stopped, 
rather than a disease which threatens the human race.

EIR’s Mike Billington asked Tauzen about the contrast 
between Clinton’s support for the Thai and Brazilian action, 
and Gore’s support for PhRMA. Tauzin was quick to attack 
Clinton, reporting that he has demanded a meeting with him 
to protest his intervention. Gore, however, has been a consis-
tent advocate of “intellectual property rights” for a long, long 
time, Tauzen said, and PhRMA welcomes his help.

What Tauzen did not say, is, that back in 1998, trade 
threats made against Thailand—as in the South African case, 
personally directed by Vice President Gore on behalf of the 

pharmaceutical cartel—succeeded in forcing Thailand to 
back down on efforts, already under way, for domestic pro-
duction of new generic ARVs.

Gaining Millions of ‘Life Years’
Even with the sabotage, antiretroviral drugs have snatched 

millions of “life years” back from the disease of AIDS. The 
December 2006 WHO/UNAIDS report reports that an esti-
mated 2 million life years have been added worldwide since 
2002 in low- and middle-income countries, by the expanding 
provision of antiretroviral drug treatment to people with HIV 
and AIDS,

Nearly 800,000 of these life-years were gained in sub-
Saharan Africa, with the “vast majority” of those years gained 
in “the past two years of antiretroviral treatment scale-up.” 
Yet,  according to the report, despite a ten-fold increase in the 
number of people in sub-Saharan Africa receiving antiretro-
virals, since December 2003, less than one quarter (23%) of 
the estimated 4.6 million people in that region who need 
treatment, have received it.

In Ibero-America, where treatment programs began ear-
lier, and cover more of the population, an estimated 834,000 
life-years have been gained since 2002. And the epidemic 
there remains generally stable, as opposed to Africa, East and 
Central Asia, and Eastern Europe. (In the latter regions, the 
number of people living with HIV in 2006 was over one-fifth 
(21%) higher than in 2004, with new infections in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia in 2006 increasing by almost 70% 
over the number of new HIV infections in 2004.)

The Brazilian anti-AIDS program, one of the most com-
prehensive ARV programs in the world, is credited by WHO/
UNAIDS as being a major factor in keeping the HIV epi-
demic stable (at around 0.5% since 2000) in the region.

In 1996, Brazil initiated a program to provide antiretrovi-
rals free to all Brazilians with HIV/AIDS who require them. 
The government set up a clinic outreach program to identify 
those who needed them, including homeless, drug addicts, 
and impoverished, and, as much as possible, relied on the 
public sector’s own excellent drug-manufacturing capability 
to supply the ARVs. The genocide and pharmaceutical lob-
bies told Brazil it could not afford to treat its people. A dis-
gusted Brazilian Health Minister Paulo Teixera, at the time, 
reported that Brazil was told that rich countries “would care 
for their infected. The poor countries, in the name of eco-
nomic rationality, must consider their infected a lost cause.”

Brazil proved them wrong, setting an example which 
other countries have tried to follow. AIDS mortality rates 
decreased by 50% between 1996 and 2002; AIDS-related 
hospitalizations fell by 80% during the same period. Mother-
to-child transmission dropped from 16% in 1997, to less than 
4% in 2002. By 2001, the extent of the epidemic was less 
than half of what it had been projected to be before the pro-
gram started, and has remained stable.

WHO Backs Life Over Gore 
The World Health Organization (WHO) conference in 
Geneva on May 25 turned into a ten-hour “heated 
debate” (as reported in the The Nation of Bangkok) 
over compulsory licensing, with the vote going for life 
over the profits of the globalized pharmaceutical indus-
try. Thailand and Brazil took the lead in getting a reso-
lution passed by the 193 nations attending, which sup-
ports the right to such licensing, as permitted under the 
WTO rules, and which Thailand and Brazil have used 
to produce or purchase cheap generic drugs for treat-
ing HIV/AIDS patients. The United States led the 
opposition to the resolution, threatening sanctions 
against Thailand if it refused to rescind the compulsory 
licenses. Al Gore has offered his full support to the 
Bush Administration threats.


