
Secretary of State and National Security Advisor Henry Kiss- providing support for military operations abroad—tasks such
as preparing food, doing the laundry, and cleaning the la-inger, Shultz and Rohatyn were key players in the CIA-

backed overthrow and murder of Chilean President Salvador trines. . . .
“Halliburton was paid $3.9 million to write its initial re-Allende, and the installation of the military junta of Gen.

Augusto Pinochet. port, which offered a strategy for providing support to twenty
thousand troops. The Pentagon then paid Halliburton five mil-
lion dollars more to do a follow-up study. In August 1992,Cheney and Halliburton

According to numerous published accounts, in 1991, Halliburton was selected by the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers
to do all the work needed to support the military during theshortly after “Operation Desert Storm,” then-Secretary of De-

fense Dick Cheney hired the Houston, Texas-based oil equip- next five years, in accordance with the plan it had itself
drawn up.”ment company Halliburton to conduct a top-secret study of

how America’s military operations could be outsourced to In January 1993, when the Clinton Administration came
in, Cheney supposedly briefly flirted with the idea of runningthe private sector. All told, Halliburton received $8.9 million

to conduct the study, which to this day, remains classified. for the Republican Presidential nomination in 1996. He soon
dropped that idea, and instead, was hired by Halliburton as itsOne Congressional source described the study as “the crown

jewels,” and forecasted that, so long as Cheney is around, the CEO. Urban legend has it, that Cheney was picked for the
Halliburton post by a group of corporate executives, during acontent of the Halliburton privatization plan will remain

buried. fly-fishing vacation in Canada. but Cheney’s earlier “special
relationship” with Halliburton, while Secretary of Defense,The New Yorker’s Jane Mayer filled out the picture of the

early Cheney-Halliburton collusion in a Feb. 16, 2004 story: certainly suggests that his post-Bush Administration future
may have been sealed before he left office.“As Defense Secretary,” she wrote, “Cheney developed a

contempt for Congress, which, a friend said, he came to regard Over the five-year period from 1995-2000, Cheney took
in $44 million in salary as Halliburton CEO. When he left theas ‘a bunch of annoying gnats.’ Meanwhile, his affinity for

business deepened. ‘The meetings with businessmen were the company to become George W. Bush’s self-selected Vice
Presidential running-mate, he arranged a deferred compensa-ones that really got him pumped,’ a former aide said. One

company that did exceedingly well was Halliburton. Toward tion deal that has given him an average of $150,000 a year in
supplemental income, and stock options currently valued atthe end of Cheney’s tenure, the Pentagon decided to turn over

to a single company the bulk of the business of planning and over $18 million.

ally spend on military security more than the net income
of all United States corporations.Eisenhower’sWarning

This conjunction of an immense military establish-
ment and a large arms industry is new in the American

In his Jan. 17, 1961 Farewell Address, President Dwight experience. The total influence—economic, political,
D. Eisenhower warned against the “military-industrial even spiritual—is felt in every city, every Statehouse, ev-
complex”—the grouping behind Cheney today. ery office of the Federal government. We recognize the

imperative need for this development. Yet we must not fail
A vital element in keeping the peace is our military estab- to comprehend its grave implications. Our toil, resources,
lishment. Our arms must be mighty, ready for instant ac- and livelihood are all involved; so is the very structure of
tion, so that no potential aggressor may be tempted to risk our society.
his own destruction. In the councils of government, we must guard against

Our military organization today bears little relation to the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought
that known by any of my predecessors in peacetime, or or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The po-
indeed by the fighting men of World War II or Korea. tential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists

Until the latest of our world conflicts, the United States and will persist.
had no armaments industry. American makers of plow- We must never let the weight of this combination en-
shares could, with time and as required, make swords as danger our liberties or democratic processes. We should
well. But now we can no longer risk emergency improvisa- take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable
tion of national defense; we have been compelled to create citizenry can compel the proper meshing of the huge indus-
a permanent armaments industry of vast proportions. trial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful
Added to this, three and a half million men and women are methods and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper
directly engaged in the defense establishment. We annu- together.
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