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CIA Director Tenet: No
Saddam Link to Atta

This is the July 1, 2004 response of Director of Central
Intelligence George Tenet to Sen. Carl Levin’s question at
the March 9, 2004 Armed Services Committee Hearing.

Q: Director Tenet, do you believe it is likely that Sept.
11 hijacker Muhammad Atta and Iraqi Intelligence Service
officer Ahmed al-Ani met in Prague in April 2001, or do
you believe it is unlikely that the meeting took place?

Tenet: Although we cannot rule it out, we are increas-
ingly skeptical that such a meeting occurred. The veracity
of the single-threaded reporting on which the original ac-
count of the meeting was based has been questioned, and
the Iraqi official with whom Atta was alleged to have met
has denied ever having met Atta.

We have been able to corroborate only two visits by
Atta to the Czech Republic: one in late 1994, when he
passed through enroute to Syria; the other in June 2000,
when, according to detainee reporting, he departed for the

en’s Quarterly on April 29, 2004.
In an interview with author James Bamford, Wilkerson

dded another tantalizing piece to the picture. Still describing
ibby’s efforts to shape the Powell testimony, the colonel
omplained, “It was all cartoon. The specious connection be-

een al-Qaeda and Saddam Hussein, much of which I subse-
uently found came from the INC and from their sources,
efectors and so forth, [regarding the] training in Iraq for
rrorists. . . . No question in my mind that some of the sources
at we were using were probably Israeli intelligence. That
as one thing that was rarely revealed to us—if it was a

oreign source.”
By the time that Secretary of State Powell had settled on

final draft for his UN testimony, sans much of the “bullshit,”
e Cheney Cabalists were beside themselves over their fail-

re to convince the Secretary to go with the Atta-Saddam
nks. On the morning of Feb. 5, 2003, as Secretary Powell
as resting in a suite at the Waldorf Astoria, awaiting his UN
ecurity Council appearance, a frantic Lewis Libby repeat-
dly phoned Colonel Wilkerson, to make one final pitch to
et Powell to go with the “Saddam did 9/11” hoax. Wilkerson
as already at the United Nations. In a Nov. 22, 2005 inter-
iew with Democracy Now’s Amy Goodman, Wilkerson
aid, “I didn’t take the call from the Vice President’s chief of
taff, Scooter Libby. I referred it to someone else.” Neverthe-
ss, Wilkerson did confirm that the purpose of the call was
press for inclusion of the bogus Saddam/al-Qaeda links.
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United States from Prague because he thought a non-EU
member country would be less likely to keep meticulous
travel data.

In absence of any credible information that the April
2001 meeting occurred, we assess that Atta would have
been unlikely to undertake the substantial risk of contact-
ing any Iraqi official as late as April 2001, with the plot
already well along toward execution.

It is likewise hard to conceive of any single ingredient
crucial to the plot’s success that could only be obtained
from Iraq.

In our judgment, the Sept. 11 plot was complex in
its orchestration but simple in its basic conception. We
believe that the factors vital to success of the plot were
all easily within al-Qaeda’s means without resort to Iraqi
expertise: shrewd selection of operatives, training in hi-
jacking aircraft, a mastermind and pilots well-versed in
the procedures and behavior needed to blend in with U.S.
society, long experience in moving money to support oper-
ations, and the openness and tolerance of U.S. society as
well as the ready availability of important information
about targets, flight schools, and airport and airline secu-
rity practices.

Curveball
In his Security Council testimony, Powell cited what he

claimed as hard evidence that Saddam had developed mobile
biological weapons labs, which were producing weapons that
posed a grave threat to the region. Powell has since called that
testimony the low point of his long career.

The sole source on the mobile labs was an Iraqi informant
codenamed “Curveball,” who was controlled by the German
intelligence service, BND.

On Nov. 20, 2005, the Los Angeles Times published an
exposé, based on interviews with five BND officials, reveal-
ing that the German government had warned repeatedly that
“Curveball” was a fabricator and a drunk, his information
highly suspect. Subsequently, German state radio and other
German news outlets elaborated on the “Curveball” story,
providing further details of repeated German intelligence
warnings to the Americans that they increasingly viewed their
source as thoroughly unreliable, and perhaps “crazy.” The
CIA later issued its own warnings that Curveball was yet
another frontman for Chalabi’s INC. As of 1996, the CIA had
written off the INC as a collection of corrupt losers and fabri-
cators.

The “Curveball” disinformation was another of Cheney’s
favorite fibs. Well after the Iraq invasion, and well after the
CIA and the Defense Human Intelligence Service (Defense
Humint) had concluded that “Curveball” was a liar, and that
there was no evidence that Iraq had the so-called mobile bio-
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