LaRouche: Wipe Out the
Afghan Opium Trade

June 26—Lyndon LaRouche emphasized in discus-
sions with colleagues last week that the military
revolt, represented by Gen. Stanley McChrystal’s
ouster as commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan,
following his highly publicized break in Rolling
Stone magazine, with U.S.-NATO policy there, is
yet another indication that the Obama Presidency is
on the ropes. The mass strike that began last August
in town hall meetings across the country, has now
“trickled up” to the top military brass.

LaRouche said that McChrystal, like many other
American military commanders, was worried about
the “Vietnam War Syndrome”—the idea that the
military will be blamed for the failure. “There is a
dynamic within the military command, that extends
far beyond General McChrystal. They see Afghani-
stan, increasingly, as a hopeless case. They want to
get out.”

LaRouche provided his own assessment: “We
should go in and do what has to be done: Wipe out
the opium trade, at every level. The problem is that
Obama is unwilling to do that—because it is not
British policy to wipe out the Afghan opium busi-
ness. Russia would work with the U.S. to accom-
plish this, India would help, for their own reasons.
And even Pakistan would see such an action as an
opportunity to free themselves from the London/
Saudi problems.”

LaRouche warned that it would be crucial to
“watch out for the Israeli screw-up factor. Israel, under
Netanyahu, is totally run by the British. Israel hates to
hear it said, but they are a puppet of London, and they
would be used, potentially, to sabotage any serious
effort to do the one thing that would change the Afghan
situation for the better: Wipe out the dope trade.”

LaRouche observed that, while he totally dis-
agreed with the Petraeus/McChrystal Afghan coun-
terinsurgency strategy, he viewed the McChrystal
affair as an indication of the military institutions’
frustration with Obama. “And that is totally under-
standable.”
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