Interview: Lamarr Lemmons

‘Proud To Bring LaRouche
To My Constituency’

Democratic State Rep. Lamarr
Lemmons hosted Lyndon
LaRouche’ sPresidential cam-
paign meeting in Detroit on
Nov. 20. Lemmons served in
the Michigan House of Repre-
sentatives for six years until
2003, representing East De-
troit. He was interviewed on
Nov. 14 by Marcia Merry
Baker.

;

EIR: We are now seeing lots
of “recovery” headlines about
the United States, played
around the world. Y ou know the situation in Detroit and in
Michigan aswell asanyone. What isreally going on?

Lemmons: My constituents haven't felt any recovery at all.
Many of them havegiven up hope. Theunemployment figures
are skewed because it doesn’t count the people who are no
longer seeking employment. And of course, the stateisin a
budget crisis, so they’ ve cut—they’ ve closed the unemploy-
ment offices all over the state. Now, you have to dea with
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them electronically. And so the unemployment figures are
not accurate. | would say that the unemployment figures are
probably twice as bad as what they say they are, in the City
of Detroit. And in Detroit, they are pretty bad.

EIR: | understand that Detroit showed up to be number one
in the nation, as far as the rate of job loss in the past three
years, by the National Association of Mayors.

Lemmons: That'sexactly what | am describing.

EIR: So with unemployment benefits running out, and the
state cutting social benefits—child care, and so forth—people
actually need food relief in Detroit?

Lemmons: Right. At my former District Office, we dissemi-
nate food, and we can’t keep it in stock. Our pantries are
constantly depleted by individualsneedingfood. Andwerefer
them to places, and their pantries are also badly depleted. We
haven't been ableto procure the donations at arate commen-
surate with the demand. The demand has increased sharply;
and simultaneously, the donations have decreased. So that's
arecipefor disaster.

EIR: Besides food, there are the other necessities—medi-
cines, and so on. Y ou mentioned the state budget crisis, be-
cause, of course, the state revenues are down.

Lemmons: We have about a$900 million deficit in the state
of Michigan. And the Governor isgoing about the stateto ask
thecitizenswhereweshould cut. . . . It remindsme of ascene
in Roots, whenthey ask KunteK ente, did hewant hisgenitalia
or hisfoot? So that’ s the type of decisions we have to make
here.

EIR: Evenbeforethis, youhavebeen speaking out on deadly
cuts, like hedlth care?

Lemmons: Well, they’'ve constantly been threatening to
close our equivalent to D.C. General Hospital, which is De-
troit Receiving. But, | think the floodgates would open to
overwhelm the other hospitals—particularly, the suburban
hospitals—and so we' ve been abl e to keep that from happen-
ing. They just had a $50 million bail-out, and that’'s only a
temporary band-aid to hold the hospital open.

It' spart of the Detroit Medical Center, sotherippleeffect
would be devastating to the existing hospitals. It s still unre-
solved. It’ spatchwork. Somebody’ sputting their finger inthe
dam, and hoping, until we come up with something else.

EIR: The $50 million that was advanced to the hospital—
that wasdonethisSummer, | believe—how long canthat last?
Lemmons: Infact, thatisclosely, if not completely depleted
by now. By the first of the year, they will have to come up
with something else.

In policeand other services, temporarily, thecity hasbeen
able to stave off any massive lay-offs at this time. But with
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Detroit Receiving Hospital, “ our equivalent to D.C. General
Hospital” in Washington, has been on the verge of closure.
Community and union demonstrations have so far managed to
keep Detroit Receiving open, but other city hospitals have closed.

the state budget the way it is, any additional cutsin revenue
sharing—money that wereceivefromthestate—would cause
additional lay-offs. Theunionshavetaken pay cuts, or haven't
received raises.

EIR: Oneof the Senatorsfrom Michigan, Debbie Stabenow
(D), during theovernight filibuster/debatesin the Senate Nov.
13-14, was reading off names of smaller-sized companiesin
Detroit, or the outskirts, that have shut down. Sheread | etters
fromher Detroit areaconstituents, describingjust what you're
saying. However, her policy response to all this was to say,
that if free trade had been made to be fair all along, then we
wouldn’t bein this mess.

But you are hosting the spokesman in the Democratic

Party, Lyndon LaRouche, who isknown for saying the oppo-
site: Freetradewould never have been ableto befair; weneed
©conomic rescue measures to restore production.
Lemmons: Exactly. That isexactly thetype of approach that
| think that we need, and which iswhy | am hosting Lyndon
LaRouche, much to the dismay of the Michigan Democratic
Party and the DNC.

EIR: Oneyear ago, November, beforethelast national elec-
tions, Mr. LaRouche said, the issue in elections should be
how to have a“ Super-TV A"— big projectskind of approach.
What do you see that meaning for the Great L akes?
Lemmons. In Michigan, we need to open these factories.
Restore production and manufacturing. We need to stop the
insanity of thisNAFTA. Weneed to end NAFTAimmediately.
In Michigan, those are the approaches that we need. On the
20th of November, I'll be proud to host and introduce Mr.
LaRouche to my Detroit constituency.
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