Israel Adds Nukes to Subs

While Isragl’s Ha'aretz on Oct. 10 and Germany’s Der
Soiegel on Oct. 11 carried reports that an Israeli military
attack on Iran isimminent, the Los Angeles Times on Oct.
12 reported that Israel now has an operational, nuclear-
armed cruise missile capability. Two unnamed Bush Ad-
ministration officials have disclosed, according to the
Times, and an Israeli official confirmed, that Israel has
modified U.S.-supplied cruise missiles, and installed them
on the three German-built submarinesin its navy.

Not only doesthenew capability strengthen I sragl mil-
itarily (or, as the Times puts it “bolsters Israel’s deter-
rence”’) but it also complicates efforts to persuade Iran
to abandon its suspected nuclear program. Unlike Iran,
however, Isragl is not a signatory of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

“The presence of anuclear program in the region that
isnot under international safeguards gives other countries
the spur to develop weapons of mass destruction,” said
Nabil Fahmy, Egypt’s ambassador to the United States.

“Any future conflict becomes more dangerous.”

One of the officials who spoke to the Times admitted
that thisisafactor in the dispute over Iran’s program. “A
big source of contentionislsrael,” hesaid. “ Thisisamag-
net for other countries to develop nuclear weapons.” Jo-
seph Cirincione, the director of the non-proliferation pro-
gram at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
said, “ Y ou are never going to be ableto addressthe I ranian
nuclear ambitionsor theissuesof Egypt’schemical weap-
ons and possible biological weapons program, without
bringing Israel’ s nuclear program into the mix.”

Israeli officials interviewed by the Times did not pro-
vide any details beyond confirming the new nuclear capa-
bility, but U.S. officials believe the I sraelis modified Har-
poon missiles to carry the warheads. The Harpoon
normally carries a488—pound high-explosivewarhead, so
thelsraeliswould have had toreducethesize of thenuclear
device to make it fit, atask well within their engineering
capabilities.

Thelsragli daily Yediot Aharonot on Oct. 12 published
aphoto of the Dauphin submarine, with graphics explain-
ing how it could “sneak up” toward Iran and fire its nu-
clear warheads.
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