
TABLE 1

U.S. Aged Infrastructure Deteriorating

Category 2001 Grade 2003 StatusGeneral Welfare Demands
Roads D+ Declining
Bridges C No progressRebuild U.S. Infrastructure
Transit C− Declining
Aviation D No progress

by Arthur Ticknor Schools D− No progress
Navigable Waterways D+ Declining
Drinking Water D Declining

The Aug. 14 deregulation-caused blackout that left 50 millionWastewater D Declining
Dams D Decliningpeople in darkness, shed light on the so-called “economic
Solid Waste C+ No progressrecovery”: All of the nation’s infrastructure is similarly de-
Hazardous Waste D+ No progresscayed, making day-today existence increasingly precarious.
Energy D+ Declining

Current failed economic policies, such as deregulation and
Total investment needs: $1.6 trillion over five years

“free trade,” must be reversed immediately, and this nation
Source: American Society of Civil Engineers Progress Report for America’s In-must return to the general welfare principle expressed in the
frastructure.Preamble of the U.S. Constitution or, as the blackout showed,

“We ain’t seen nothin’ yet.” New York City, for example, it
depends on two antiquated, leaking tunnels for most of the
1.3 billion gallons of water it uses each day. There’s no way to repair and expand infrastructure, which “provides the foun-

dation for our economy,” has jumped to $1.6 trillion over ato fix them until construction is nearly complete on a third
tunnel, begun in 1969. Repairing the tunnels would require five-year period, ASCE estimates (seeTable 1).

For more than three decades, speculators have looted thethe city to turn off the water; but, lacking a backup supply,
there would be severe shortages. More important, the valves nation’s investments in infrastructure and the manufacturing

base, under “free market” mania, along with deregulation andare so brittle, that engineers worry that if they close them,
they will not be able to open them back up. If City Tunnel fiscal austerity, in order to build up a speculative financial

bubble. Under President Nixon, the United States went fromNo. 1 caves in, as many experts fear it could, then all of Lower
Manhattan and downtown Brooklyn would lose its water sup- being the world’s leading producer nation, into becoming a

“post-industrial” pleasure society, plunging deeper into bank-ply; if the aqueducts failed, the entire city would go dry. No
water for drinking, hospitals, or fighting fires—a “potential ruptcy, as it preyed on its own citizens, its posterity, and

cheap-labor poor nations. Think of how Lazard Fre`res’ Felixapocalypse.”
Already, while the Cheney-usurped Bush Administration Rohatyn destroyed New York City in 1975, with his Mutual

Assistance Corp. “Big MAC” austerity racket. And, how Fed-peddles the “recovery is here” hoax, Americans face a daily
nightmare of congested roads, rickety bridges, bursting water eral Reserve Chairman Paul Volcker, in 1979, achieved his

“controlled disintegration” of the U.S. economy, with interestmains, and dilapidated schools. If America fails to invest in
its deteriorating transportation, water, and energy systems— rates that hit a usurious 20%.

The continuing destruction of the productive laborinfrastructure which had “long set the standard for the
world”—then, “anything” could happen. That’s the message force—which makes the physical economy of a nation func-

tion—was revealed by the mounting losses in manufacturingof the American Society of Civil Engineers in its 2003 “Prog-
ress Report for America’s Infrastructure,” released Sept. 4, jobs in August. The Bureau of Labor Statistics’ “establish-

mentsurvey” shows that the U.S.economy lost 93,000payrollas Congress reconvened. The grim report is a follow-up to
ASCE’s 2001 “Report Card,” which graded 12 infrastructure jobs in August. Of these, a further 44,000 manufacturing

workers’ jobs were eliminated, the 37th consecutive monthcategories at a discouraging D+ overall, and estimated the
need for $1.3 trillion in investments over five years, just to in whichmanufacturing jobs havebeen axed. SinceJuly 2000,

more than 2.7 million manufacturing jobs have been slashed,return conditions to acceptable levels. In 1988, a Presidential
commission had graded U.S. infrastructure (minus energy gutting more than 15% of the manufacturing workforce. Of

these, nearly 2.3 millionmanufacturing production jobs wereand schools) with a “C” overall.
Since 2001, the ASCE found, conditions “continue to de- eliminated—workers who physically alter nature to improve

mankind’s existence, such as making electrical generators orcline” for the nation’s roads, transit systems, energy, drinking
water, wastewater, dams, and navigable waterways, even as water tunnels.

The only solution for the current economic breakdown, ispopulation and demand increases. In addition, there was “no
progress” in the condition of bridges, aviation, schools, or to write off unpayable, speculative debts; and issue long-term

government credit for large-scale infrastructure projects,treatment of solid waste or hazardous waste. “Recovery” rhet-
oric aside, no category showed improvement. Now, the cost which boost productive employment and create physical
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