
and I shall be most happy indeed if I shall be an humble
instrument in the hands of the Almighty, and of this, his almost
chosen people, for perpetuating the object of that great
struggle.”

What Lincoln liked most about George Washington was
President James that Washington would do the impossible. When it looked
Buchanan,

like the Continental Army was totally lost, had no chance atLincoln’s
all, he said, “What don’t they think we can do? We’ll go dopredecessor, had

fallen in with it.” And that was how we attacked Trenton on Christmas Day,
British plans for coming across the icy Delaware in shallow-draft boats, and
extending slavery surprising the whole drunken Hessian mercenary encamp-
throughout the

ment. Then, Washington withdrew silently at night from rightAmericas. A coup
in front of a large British Army come to trap him, and capturedd’état was under

way in Washington,
even as Lincoln
arrived for his
inauguration in
1861. Lincoln on Slavery:

The Dred Scott Decision
in every family. . . . But those histories are gone. They can be
read no more, forever. They were a fortress of strength, but In 1857, the U.S. Supreme Court passed its infamous

Dred Scott decision, allowing a slaveholder to crosswhat invading foemen could not do, the silent artillery of
time has done, the leveling of its walls—they’re gone.” The state lines, into a free state, to reclaim his “property”—

a former slave who had gained his freedom. Chief Jus-challenge he then puts forth to this audience is that they have
to re-create, themselves, the props to sustain these institutions tice Roger Taney wrote in his opinion on the case, that

the Declaration of Independence did not apply to theand these higher principles for which so many gave their
lives. He says, “Let those materials be moulded into general Negroes, who “had no rights that the white man was

bound to respect.”intelligence, sound morality, and in particular, a reverence for
the Constitution and laws. . . . Upon these let the proud fabric Lincoln, in a speech in Springfield, Illinois, on June

26, 1857, had this to say on the matter:of freedom rest, as the rock of its basis; and as truly as has
been said of the only greater institution, ‘the gates of hell shall

In those days [of the American Revolution], our Decla-not prevail against it.’ ”
Years later, on his way to his inauguration as President in ration of Independence was held sacred by all, and

thought to include all; but now, to aid in making the1861, Lincoln stopped to address the New Jersey Legislature
at Trenton, a city which held special meaning for him. He told bondage of the Negro universal and eternal, it is as-

sailed, and sneered at, and construed, and hawked at,them that in “the earliest days of my being able to read, I got
hold of a small book, such a one as few of the younger mem- and torn till, if its framers could rise from their graves,

they could not at all recognize it. All the powers of earthbers have ever seen, Weem’s Life of Washington. I remember
all the accounts there given of the battlefields and struggles seem rapidly combining against him. Mammon is after

him; ambition follows, and philosophy follows, and thefor the liberties of the country, and none fixed themselves
upon my imagination so deeply as the struggle here at Tren- Theology of the day is fast joining the cry. They have

him in his prison house; they have searched his person,ton, New Jersey. The crossing of the river; the contest with
the Hessians; the great hardships endured at that time, all fixed and left no prying instrument with him. One after an-

other they have closed the heavy iron doors upon him,themselves on my memory more than any single revolution-
ary event. . . . I recollect thinking then, boy even though I and now they have him, as it were, bolted in with a lock

of a hundred keys, which can never be unlocked withoutwas, that there must have been something more than common
that those men struggled for. I am exceedingly anxious that the concurrence of every key; the keys in the hands of

a hundred different men, and they scattered to a hundredthat thing which they struggled for; that something even more
than National Independence; that something that held out a different and distant places; and they stand musing as

to what invention, in all the dominions of mind andgreat promise to all the people of the world to all time to come:
I am exceedingly anxious that this Union, the Constitution, matter, can be produced to make the impossibility of

his escape more complete than it is.and the liberties of the people shall be perpetuated in accor-
dance with the original idea for which that struggle was made,
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