
Moral virtue only existed in popular opinion, where it served struck me earlier, when Bloom had used it in speaking of
Socrates’ trial. Rather than the “esoteric,” or secret teachings,the purpose of controlling the unintelligent majority. Else-

where in the debate, Pangle implied that for Strauss, philoso- the future “gentlemen” are indoctrinated in the “exoteric,”
or public teachings. They are taught to believe in religion,phy had disproved religious faith. As the fight continued,

Pangle said that Strauss had characterized America’s distinc- morality, patriotism, and public service, and some go into
government. Think of former Education Secretary Williamtiveness as “modern,” which for the Straussians is one of their

worst terms of abuse. Bennett and his Book of Virtues. Of course, along with these
traditional virtues, they also believe in the “philosophers”Harry Jaffa found “Pangle’s interpretation completely

foreign to his own understanding of his teacher and friend of who have taught them all these good things.
Those “gentlemen” who become statesmen, will continue30 years,” in Shadia Drury’s summary. “Jaffa observes that

such a vision of Strauss is Nietzschean, and he denounces to take the advice of the philosophers. This rule of the philoso-
phers through their front-men in government, is what StraussPangle for having perverted the legacy of Leo Strauss.”

[Drury 1988, page 182] calls the “secret kingdom” of the philosophers, a “secret king-
dom” which is the life’s objective of many of Strauss’s eso-How is this contradiction possible? As Drury says,

“Strauss taught students such as Jaffa and Pangle different teric students.
things.” [Drury 1988, page 188] The esoteric, or supposedly
secret teaching which was inculcated into Pangle, Bloom, Hiding From the Truth

Now the peculiarities I had found in Allan Bloom’s book,Werner Dannhauser, and many others, including, reportedly,
Bloom’s protégé Paul Wolfowitz, was indeed pure Nietzsche. as well as in the Plato seminar I mentioned, resulted not only

from the Nietzscheanism of Strauss and Bloom, but equallyIn fact, the version which Pangle represented in that 1984-85
debate, as outrageous as it may have seemed to Jaffa, was from Strauss’s insistence that the truth must be hidden, which

Nietzsche did not share in that form.greatly watered down. From Nietzsche to Leo Strauss, only
the names have been changed, as they say. To begin with, It is because the truth would destroy society and the phi-

losophers alike if it became known, that Strauss said that Platowhat Nietzsche called the “superman,” or the “next man,”
Strauss calls the “philosopher.” and the ancient philosophers, like Strauss himself, wrote in a

The philosopher/superman is that rare man who can face
the truth: that there is no God; that the universe cares nothing
for men or mankind; and that all of human history is nothing
more than an insignificant speck in the cosmos, which no LeoStraussChronology
sooner began, than it will vanish forever without a trace. There
is no morality, no good and evil, and of course any notion of

1899:Leo Strauss was born to observant Jewish par-an afterlife is an old wives’ tale.
In a eulogy for a colleague, Strauss said, “I think he died ents in the German town of Kirchhain, near Marburg, in

the province of Hesse.as a philosopher. Without fear, but also without hope.”
But the great majority of men and women, on the other C. 1916: At the age of 17, Strauss was converted to

“straightforward, political” Zionism.hand, is so far from ever being able to face the truth, that it it
virtually belongs to another species. Nietzsche called it the 1917: Strauss began his university education, but it

was interrupted by his conscription for military service as“herd,” and also the “slaves.” They require the bogeymen of
a threatening God and of punishment in the afterlife, and the a translator in occupied Belgium.

1919: Strauss resumed his university education at thefiction of moral right and wrong. Without these illusions, they
would go mad and run riot, and the social order, any social University of Marburg.

1920: Strauss first met his three lifelong friends Jacoborder, would collapse. And since human nature never
changes, according to Strauss, this will always be so. Klein, Hans-Georg Gadamer, and the emigré Russian, Al-

exander Vladimirovitch Kojevnikov (1902-68), laterIt is the supermen/philosophers who provide the herd with
the religious, moral, and other beliefs they require, but which known as “Kojeve,” who had just left Russia to study under

Karl Jaspers in Heidelberg.the supermen themselves know to be lies. Nietzsche said that
his supermen were “atheistic priests,” and Strauss pretends 1921: Strauss received his PhD. His dissertation,

which praised the irrationalism of F.H. Jacobi, was super-that their lies are “noble lies.” But they do not do this out of
benevolence, of course; charity and benevolence are mocked vised by Ernst Cassirer, the successor of Hermann Cohen

as leader of the Marburg neo-Kantian school. By then,by Nietzsche and Strauss as unworthy of gods and godlike
men. Rather, the “philosophers” use these falsehoods to shape Strauss has also studied at the Universities of Frankfurt

am Main, Berlin, and Hamburg. Later, Strauss said thatsociety in the interest of these “philosophers” themselves.
Now, the philosophers require various sorts of people to Nietzsche so dominated and bewitched him between his

serve them, including the “gentlemen,” that word which had
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kind of code, whose true meaning only disclosed itself to the When he recognized that he was dying, he charged his close
friend, the Chicago University novelist Saul Bellow, to writewise. If the vulgar happened on their books, they would find

only the familiar salutary myths about the rewards of virtue, what has been called a “literary monument” to Allan Bloom,
the roman à clef titled Ravelstein. It is a true-to-life biography.the punishment of vice, and the like.

Strauss gives an example from Al-Farabi, another of his Bellow may justify his having suppressed some facts about
himself, by the need to keep his friend Bloom in the fore-esoteric writers, of how one may tell the truth in words, only

to deceive. In Drury’s paraphrase, “The pious ascetic was ground. Otherwise, only names and minor details have been
changed. Bloom is “Ravelstein,” Strauss is “Davarr” (Hebrewwell known in the city for his abstinence, abasement, and

mortification, and for his probity, propriety, and devotion. for “word”), and Bellow himself is “Chick” or “Chickie.”
But for some reason he aroused the hostility of the ruler of his
city. The latter ordered his arrest, and to make sure he did not The Straussian Network

From a professor with a taste for luxury, but without theflee, he placed the guards of the city gates on alert. In spite of
this, the ascetic managed to escape from the city. Dressed as means to afford it, The Closing of the American Mind made

Allan Bloom an overnight multi-millionaire. Japanese royalt-a drunk and singing a tune to cymbals, he approached the city
gates. When the guard asked him who he was, he replied that ies alone were in the millions. Bellow’s book begins with a

fabulously expensive, all-night dinner party thrown by Bloomhe was the pious ascetic that everyone was looking for. The
guard did not believe him, and let him go.” (Drury, 1988, for perhaps two dozen people, including Bellow, in the Cril-

lon, which Bloom had chosen as the best hotel in Paris. Bloompages x-xi.)
No surprise, then, that the Allan Bloom whom I and others and Bellow wake up at two o’clock the next day, and go

window-shopping through expensive Paris shops. Eventu-had thought we had seen through the pages of his Closing of
the American Mind, was not the real Allan Bloom at all. You ally, they pick up a $5,000 yellow jacket, tailor-made for

Bloom. Then, in a cafe, the jittery Allan Bloom accidentallycan obtain a truer idea of his real beliefs, through the extracts
from his “Interpretive Essay” on Plato’s Republic (see box). pours an espresso down the front of his new jacket. Bellow

squirms, and tries to assure his friend that the porter at theIndeed, the real Allan Bloom was also, among other things, a
promiscuous homosexual whose life was cut short by AIDS. Crillon will know how to repair his jacket, but Bloom just

22nd and 30th years, that he literally believed everything 1937: Appointed Research Fellow in the Department
that he understood of him. of History at Columbia University, New York, Strauss left

1922: Strauss studied under Martin Heidegger, who his family behind in Britain.
impressed him deeply. 1938-48: Brought onto the graduate faculty of the New

1920s: Strauss researched and wrote principally on School in New York, on the basis of a strong recommenda-
Jewish topics. He also met several times with Vladimir tion, and a subsidy, from Harold Laski. Strauss’ family
Jabotinsky, the fascist leader of “revisionist” Zionism, joined him in New York in 1939.
whom David Ben-Gurion later called “Vladimir Hitler.” 1948-73: Hans Morgenthau, acting chairman of the

1925-31: Researcher and writer for the Academy for Political Science Department at the University of Chicago,
the Science of Judaism in Berlin. Between 1925 and 1930, brought Strauss over to President Robert Hutchins’ office.
Strauss wrote his first two books, which were on Spinoza. Half an hour later, Hutchins had appointed Strauss a full

1931: Applied for a Rockefeller Fellowship. Strauss’ professor, with a salary greater than anyone else in the de-
research on Thomas Hobbes brought him in contact with partment.
the future “Nazi Crown Jurist,” Carl Schmitt. Schmitt was 1953: Strauss was visiting professor at Berkeley. Of-
shown Strauss’ unfinished book on Hobbes. Strauss wrote fered a tenured position there, he declined.
a review of Schmitt’s little book, The Concept of the Politi- 1954-55: Visiting professor at the Hebrew University
cal, which so pleased Schmitt that he got it published in in Jerusalem. Visited Germany.
the same journal which published the book. Schmitt’s rec- 1956: Strauss suffered a heart attack.
ommendation obtained for Strauss a Rockefeller Fellow- 1967: Strauss retired from Chicago at the end of the
ship to study in France and England. academic year.

1933: In Paris, Strauss married a recently divorced 1968-69: Professor of political science at Claremont
German Jewish woman, Marie (Mirjam) Bernsohn, whom Men’s College in California.
he had met in 1930, and acquired a stepson. 1968-73: Until his death, Strauss was Scott Buchanan

1934: Strauss and his family moved to London. He Distinguished Scholar in Residence, St. John’s College,
studied Hobbes in the British Museum. Annapolis, Maryland.
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