Venezuela Facing
Civil War

Asthe New Y ear opened, the existential crisis of Vene-
zuelahad reached adramatic stage, and continued to esca-
late. The nation remained paralyzed by a general civic
strike that began exactly one month earlier, on Dec. 2, as
marchesof hundreds of thousandswereheldin the capital,
Caracas, two and three times aweek right through Christ-
mas and New Y ear’s. Over the course of the strike, which
has shut down the dominant oil industry, the opposition’s
demands have hardened, as they insist the strike will not
end until the lunatic, terrorist-linked Jacobin President,
Hugo Chavez, leaves office, and new elections are held.
The opposition, however, has offered no positive plan
of government, and no vision for the future upon which to
win over the primarily poor people who support Chavez
out of anger and desperation. Rather, they have adopted
an approach that would strengthen the terrorist element
which has surrounded President Chavez. Worse, inter-
national forces associated with the war-mongering
“Chicken-hawk” neo-conservativefactionintheU.S. gov-
ernment, are heavily deployed with elements of the anti-

Chavez oppositioninVenezuelato usethat country’ scrisis
to launch “anti-terrorist” supranational military action in
Venezuela and elsewhere in |bero-America. Such an ap-
proach would only succeed in igniting general right-vs.-
left warfare across the continent.

Chéavez, for his part, reiterated on Dec. 29, during his
regular Sunday multi-hour television spectacular “Hello,
President!” that “I’m never going to leave,” because he's
so “happy, very happy,” in office. He then used his Jan. 1
messagetothenationtorally thehard-core Jacobin appara-
tus which surrounds him, to prepare for battle in 2003, to
defend their “revolution.”

Oneof Chavez' sclosest military allies, Gen. Ralll Bad-
uel, commander of the Army’ s 4th Armored Division and
its special forces brigade, chose to give an interview on
Dec. 29, defending the Chavez project, to one of the top
people active in the terrorist support apparatus in the
Americas, Heinz Dietrich Steffan. Baduel’ sinterview was
published by Rebelion, an Internet website which serves
as a clearinghouse for the propaganda of every terrorist
group in the Western Hemisphere. Next to the interview
with Baduel, for example, Rebelion posted acommuniquée
from the Centra Command of the Colombian-based
FARC narco-terrorists.

The Baduel interview served to highlight the strategic
alliance that Chavez has maintained with the FARC in
recent years.
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