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use of the new tribunals exposed by Wikileaks would 
“allow large multinational corporations to sue a signa-
tory country for actions taken by its federal, state or 
local elected or appointed officials that the foreign 
corporation claims hurt its bottom line,” he said.

Schneiderman warned members of Congress from 
New York to take note. “This should give pause to all 
members of Congress, who will soon be asked to vote 
on fast-track negotiating authority to close the agree-
ment,” he said. “But it is particularly worrisome to 
those of us in states, such as New York, with robust 
laws that protect the public welfare.”

Meanwhile, both the labor unions and a large con-
tingent of Democratic Congressmen are rallying to 
stop the drive for Fast Track and the TPP. Two large 
rallies have been held in Washington over the last 
week, featuring spirited attacks from Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.) and others. AFL-CIO President 
Richard Trumka has vowed that his organization will 
pull funding from any Congressman who supports the 
atrocity. The horrors brought on by NAFTA are a 
living reality to the now-decimated labor movement 
(see box).

War on China
Beyond the assault on the general welfare of the 

American population and the U.S. Constitution, in the 
interests of Wall Street, Obama has another target in 
mind—China.

From the outset, the TPP was conceived as a means 
of economic warfare against China, which has been 
specifically excluded as a potential negotiating partner 
in the agreement. This contrasts sharply with the Chi-
nese open-ended approach to trade deals, which won 
the support of the APEC nations last November over 
Obama’s TPP.

Obama’s hostile intent toward China—already evi-
dent in the militarization of the Pacific with the “Asia 
pivot”—was open for all to see in his State of the Union 
this year, when he declared that the U.S. would not let 
China “write the rules” for trade. In his current push to 
get Fast Track authority, he has reiterated that attack on 
China.

But China’s approach, as evidenced by its recent 
long-term trade agreement with South Korea, focuses 
on the reciprocal lowering of trade barriers and supply 
bottlenecks over a long period, to actually increase 
trade and production in each nation. It does not involve 
granting multinational banks and corporations power 
over nations.

Obama’s outlook not only directly contradicts the 
Chinese approach, but is part of the pattern of economic 
warfare that has characterized this Wall Street-owned 
President. As he did with his attempted sabotage of the 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, Obama is deter-
mined to smash the process of global cooperation being 
carried out by the BRICS nations, a process in which 
China is playing the leading role.

There is no negotiating with this President, who is in 
the pocket of Wall Street and the City. As long as he re-
mains in power, no one is safe.

Free Trade =  
New Auschwitzes

April 21—Barack Obama’s attempt to steamroll 
Congress into giving him Fast Track authority is 
another example of him following the trail of 
Bush Family fascism. George H.W. Bush devised 
the “free trade” pact called NAFTA in 1990—a 
pact finally pushed through in 1992—as a service 
to his Wall Street/City of London backers. The 
expanded TPP pact would do the same on a much 
larger scale.

Lyndon LaRouche denounced the NAFTA 
free-trade policy as intending to create an “Aus-
chwitz below the border.” That it has done, not 
only by its sanctioning of slave-labor maquila-
dora operations, but by mandating the destruc-
tion of agriculture by phasing out tariffs. Mexico 
is now a nation desperate for the food it can no 
longer produce, bereft of modern infrastructure, 
unprotected from financial, drug, and corporate 
predators.

Devastation has also been wreaked by NAFTA 
on the U.S. side of the border. The Economic 
Policy Institute estimates 700,000 jobs lost to 
runaway shops in Mexico, but even more wide-
spread was the impact driving down wages and 
benefits in the United States, as employers used 
the threat of outsourcing to cow workers into sub-
mission.


