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Endres: What’s happening here is seen, for example, in 
the flower industry, which used to be really flourishing in Cal-
ifornia. It was supported a lot by family-sized producers. Now 
because of free trade, they are bringing flowers in from Peru 
and Chile, and bringing them here at costs way below the cost 

of raising the flowers in this country, so a lot of those people 
have had to quit raising flowers, because they can’t get a price 
that meets their cost of production. So the competition from 
some  of  these  countries  where  they  have  extremely  cheap 
labor, is used against everyone. And of course, that’s the same 
thing that goes on in all the other industries too—steel, auto, 
and everything else.

Farmers Want To Feed Their Nation
EIR:  Now  we  have  reached  a  turning  point.  If  people 

stand by—elected officials, ordinary citizens—just stand by 
while millions of people don’t have food, because we have let 
this  food  crisis  situation  evolve  under  the  excuse  that  we 
should have foreign supplies—

Endres: It’s a very foolish thing to be in this position. And 
it’s getting worse. Our population is increasing rapidly in this 
country. A lot of people don’t realize it, but the United States 
is the third most populous nation in the world. The People’s 
Republic of China is number one, India is number two, and 
the United States is number three. Most people don’t realize 
that our population in this country is increasing at the rate of 
1.5 to 2% a year. And we are outstripping our ability to feed 
the poeple in this country.

Heaven forbid, if on top of the diversion of corn from food 
production to ethanol, we had a drought in the Midwest this 
year, we would really be in bad shape in this country.

EIR: And already the corn planting was late because of 
the heavy rains. That does not mean that the crop will be in 
trouble,  but  it  indicates  how  precarious  the  situation  could 
be.

Endres: That’s right. When we look at food production—

especially in the Midwest, we always look at the interior, in 
Iowa, and what is happening to the farmers in that small area 
of the country. But it takes the outlying areas of Montana, and 
the Dakotas, and all these—what they call the minor areas of 
the country—it takes all these to keep the food pipeline barely 
full. You can’t ignore these areas.

You can’t base our food production just on what the farm-
ers in that central area of Iowa and Nebraska and Indiana and 
Illinois, and some of those rich states, can produce, because 
they cannot produce enough to feed the people in this country. 
It takes agriculture all over this entire nation, producing at ca-
pacity, in order to barely keep the people fed here.

U.S. Leaders: Double 
World Food Production!
In the face of hyperinflation and shortages that are causing 
hunger and even starvation in many countries, the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) will meet in Rome on 
June 3-5. Schiller Institute founder Helga Zepp-LaRouche 
has issued a call to the conference to support measures to 
double world food production, and to eliminate both the World 
Trade Organization, and the diversion of food to biofuels. Her 
full statement is at www.larouchepac.com/node/10606. The 
LaRouche movement internationally is mobilizing constitu-
ency leaders to support this appeal. Here are resolutions and 
signers from the United States, as of May 23.

Resolutions
Michigan House of Representatives:  A  resolution  to 

memorialize the U.S. Congress to adopt new agricultural pol-
icies that maximize food production, and to call for the United 
States to withdraw from the WTO and the North American 
Free  Trade Agreement  (NAFTA),  was  introduced  into  the 
Michigan  State  House  of  Representatives  on  May  22,  by 
Democrat LaMar Lemmons. House Resolution 0379, which 
has four cosponsors, has been referred to the Committee on 
Agriculture.

The resolution notes that “the world is undergoing a food 
crisis of unparalleled proportions,” that “free trade policies, as 
promoted by the World Trade Organization, NAFTA, CAFTA, 
and other  institutions, are  responsible  for  the United States 
and other nations possibly losing the ability to feed their pop-
ulations,” and that the crisis has been exacerbated by the con-
version of farmland to biofuels.

After citing the fact that “doubling U.S. food production, 
ceasing payments  to  farmers and others  that encourage  the 
production of corn for ethanol rather than food, and paying 
farmers parity prices to carry out these policies would both 

We are paying double for our diesel 
fuel. Fertilizer costs have doubled. 
Implement parts and everything 
that we have to have to keep our 
farms operating, have either 
doubled or tripled in cost. The good 
prices that seemingly the farmers 
are getting, are being all eaten up 
by these additional expenses.
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feed our own people and could be used  to help  feed many 
other parts of the world,” the resolution reads:

“Resolved by the House of Representatives, That we me-
morialize the Congress of the United States to adopt emer-
gency measures that would double U.S. food production and 
to cancel immediately its membership in the World Trade Or-
ganization and  the North American Free Trade Agreement, 
and instead, move to initiate normal bilateral trade agreements 
with other  sovereign nation-states,  consistent with past na-
tional policy.”

Alabama House of Representatives: A resolution intro-
duced by State Rep. Thomas Jackson, House Agriculture 
Committee chairman, passed on May 19. (See full text in EIR, 
May 20.)

U.S. Current and Former Elected Officials
Former State Rep. Catherine Barrett, Cincinnati, Ohio
Mayor Andrew M. Cohen, Menlo Park, Calif.
Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz, City Council, Reading, Pa.
Kareem Johnson, Council vice president, Coatesville, Pa.
Former State Sen. Joe Neal, North Las Vegas, Nev.
State Sen. Joey Pendleton, Minority Whip, Ky.
Mayor Thomas Trigona, Johnstown, Pa.
Former State Rep. LaMar Lemmons III, Detroit, Mich.

Other U.S. Signers
Gary Barnett, United Autoworkers,  chairman, UAW CAP 

Franklin Co., Columbus, Ohio
Noel Cowling, Texas farmer/activist,  former advisor  to  the 

National  Farm  Organization,  member  of  the American 
Agriculture Movement

John Jeffries, International Association of Machinists, exec-
utive board member and former president, IAM local 830, 
Louisville, Ky.

Cathy M. Helgason, M.D., professor of neurology, Univer-
sity of Illinois College of Medicine, Chicago, Ill.

Dr. Luise Light, former U.S. Department of Agriculture di-
rector of Dietary Guidance, Bellows Falls, Vt.

Statements
Fred Huenefeld, Louisiana, the chairman of the Boeuf 

River  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  District,  trustee  of  the 
Louisiana Realtors Political Action Committee, and a board 
member of Schiller  Institute,  released  this  statement of en-
dorsement on May 14:

“This  is of  the utmost urgency: Since 2007,  there have 
been food riots in more than 40 nations.

“According  to Rajat Nag, managing director general of 
the Asian Development Bank, 1 billion Asians are already at 
serious risk from the hunger crisis, and in Africa, Ibero-Amer-
ica, and among the poor on the other continents, an additional 
1 billion face the same fate.

“Jean Ziegler, United Nations special  rapporteur on  the 

Right to Food, pointed to an additional aspect of the crisis: 
namely, the use of food for bio-fuels is a crime against human-
ity.

“And that is only the beginning. Because as long as the 
current policy of the rich nations—the free-trade doctrine of 
the World Trade Organization, the European Union Commis-
sion, and so on—continues,  the food cartel and speculators 
will take advantage of the conditions created by the escalat-
ing, systemic crisis of the world financial system. They do this 
to maximize their profits and to feed price inflation, without 
the farmers reaping any benefit therefrom.

“It  [is]  imperative  that  leaders  of  [the]  world  perceive 
principles laid out in The American System of Political Econ-
omy and return to Fair Trade doctrine as stated in [the] U.S. 
Constitution under Article 1, Subsection 5, Section 8: Regu-
late Value of Money and of Foreign Coin and Fix Standard of 
Weights and Measures.

“Study history and understand how we can have unlim-
ited prosperity and happiness in the most wonderful nation 
in [the] world, and there is no need for a single human to go 
hungry. A society must  raise  the standards of  living of  its 
citizens, yet we have  failed  to do so  for  the  last 30  to 40 
years.

“Now, having a growing number of bankruptcy cases, 257 
major lending companies have imploded within the last year. 
Our trade deficit is growing annually. We are moving our pro-
duction overseas. When we study the past and apply it to the 
present, we can predict the future for the good of mankind.

“We need a worldwide mobilization  for  the most  rapid 
possible doubling of agricultural production. With our knowl-
edge of how to produce, and with correct economic policy, 
this can be accomplished.

“We urge citizens to endorse this call, circulate it for more 
citizens  to  get  involved,  have  your  elected  representatives 
issue a public statement endorsing this call.

“The U.S. Declaration of  Independence says,  ‘We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among these [are] Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness.’

“This  declaration  of  human  rights  must  hold  true  still 
today for all human beings on this planet. What we need today 
is men and women who fight with passion and love for the 
idea of a just world order based on the American System of 
economics. Under this, the community of nations can live to-
gether in peace and human dignity with life, liberty and hap-
piness.

“Above all, people should have enough to eat, and pov-
erty should be abolished. We have all the technological means 
to bring that about.

“Whether we can make this vision a reality, or whether we 
instead speed humanity into a collapse, is how each one of us 
will be measured by history.”


