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RohatynCourtsMayors
ForUrbanLooting
by Elke Fimmen

Lazard’s Felix Rohatyn has been working, since at least 1999,
to put together a forum for selected mayors from cities around
the world, to convince them that globalization is here to stay,
and they have to learn how to live with it. A big part of this
organizing effort, is to sell U.S. and international mayors on
the idea of privatizing large chunks of their taxpayer-funded
urban infrastructure. Rohatyn’s other goal, which he shares
with all synarchist bankers, is to strip away the powers of the
sovereign nation-state.

The drive was officially launched in January 1999, when
Rohatyn addressed a meeting of the U.S. Mayors Conference
in Washington, D.C., on the theme of “Cities, Europe, and the
Global Economy.” He praised “the role of regions of cities” in
the globalization of the world economy, besides the competi-
tive drive of the private sector. He singled out the big Euro-
pean investment in the United States as an important factor.
For the future, mayors would have to learn to work in partner-
ship with the private sector, and also “compete internationally
in new ways.” Then, he invited the mayors present, to work
with him and John Kornblum, to convene a U.S.-German-
French mayors meeting in 2000 in Lyon, France, “center of an
international economic region, that extends from Barcelona,
Spain, to Geneva, Switzerland, north into Germany, and south
across the Alps to Turin in northern Italy.”

Rohatyn’s partner, Kornblum, was U.S. Ambassador to
Germany (1997-2001), and is currently the chairman of La-
zard’s branch in Germany.

Lyon, 2000
The first Transatlantic Summit of Mayors took place a

year later, April 6-8, 2000, in Lyon. It was organized by Roha-
tyn, who was then U.S. Ambassador to France, Kornblum, J.
Thomas Cochran (executive director of the U.S. Conference
of Mayors), together with Aspen France and the Aspen Insti-
tute Berlin. Major foundations and corporate sponsors in-
cluded the German Marshall Fund of the United States, Amer-
ican Airlines, and ONDEO Services (including United Water,
Lyonnaise des Eaux, and Eurawasser). The conference was
held under the umbrella of the New Traditions Network
(NTN), which had emerged since 1994, and is coordinated by
the U.S. Embassy Public Affairs Section.

About 30 mayors participated, including 10 from the
United States, and 20 from France and Germany.
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Among the “key issues addressed at the summit,” we find
the full “globalization is inevitable” mantra:

• What are the economic and social impacts of global-
ization?

• How should they be managed in the context of change?
• What is the impact of globalization on urban man-

agement?
• How are German, U.S., and French cities positioned to

seize the opportunities in the globalization process?
• How can the city achieve sustainable development

within the context of global changes?
The meeting was opened by former prime minister of

France, mayor of Lyon, and synarchist Raymond Barre,
who declared that globalization generates “challenges for
economic development and can strain the social cohesion
of cities and communities.” However, “new opportunities
would inevitably arise from the increased competition result-
ing from globalization.” Another former prime minister,
Alain Juppé, mayor of Bordeaux, said that “governments
today are too small for big things, and too big for small
things”—that’s why cities are so important in the global-
ized world.
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Ambassador Rohatyn said how proud he was, that this
was the first time ever something like this had been done, to
bring together “European mayors to address critical issues of
globalization.” It was reported in press coverage of that event,
that Rohatyn, as ambassador to France, had made a special
point of decentralizing the U.S. Embassy to several French
cities, to reflect his view, that that is where the significant
political and economic action is taking place.

Ambassador Kornblum encouraged mayors to “ignore the
admonishments of foreign ministries not to engage in foreign
affairs,” but to become “global players” themselves. The sub-
sequent discussion focussed on how to attract businesses “that
are no longer bound to a geographic area”—i.e., globalized in-
terests.

This theme of bypassing or eliminating the institutions
of the nation-state was pervasive at the conference. Denver
Mayor Wellington E. Webb declared: “If the 19th Century
was the century of empires and the 20th Century the century
of nation-states, then the 21st Century will be the century of
cities.” He ended on Rohatyn’s favorite theme of so-called
public-private cooperation: “The potential for the cities is
limited only by our imagination, creativity, and joint effort of
Macquarie BankLtd’s
Imperialist Family Tree

Today’s foremost owner of once-public infrastructure—
toll roads, ports, power services—is the Australia-based
Macquarie Bank Ltd, also operating through various sub-
sidiaries including its Macquarie Infrastructure Group,
Macquarie Airports, and Macquarie Communications In-
frastructure Group. Macquarie also has three investment
partnerships with Lazard: Macquarie Lazard Master
Global Equities Fund; Macquarie Lazard Asia Pacific
Share Trust; and Macquarie Lazard International Share
Trust.

Rohatyn’s fascist euphemism for private takeover of
public infrastructure today, is “public-private partner-
ships.” A short list of the Macquarie PPP-type holdings
so far:

Macquarie Infrastructure Group owns stakes in the
Chicago Skyway and Indiana Toll Road; owns the Green-
way Toll Road west of Dulles International Airport; owns
a U.K. ferry service, and part of the M-6 Motorway; and
just bought the Pittsburgh electric company, Duquesne
Power, on July 6.

Macquarie Airports owns stakes in the air terminals
of Rome, Copenhagen, Brussels, and Sydney airports.
The origin of Macquarie Bank Ltd., Australia’s largest
investment bank, takes it back right to the heart of imperial-
ist cartels. Macquarie Bank Ltd, was set up in 1969, in
Sydney, as Hill Samuel Australia Ltd., the Australian arm
of Hill Samuel Bank of London—a case of a new whore-
house in an old chain.

Marcus Samuel, later
Viscount Bearsted, was the
founder of Shell Transport &
Trading. Shell merged with
Royal Dutch, led by Henri De-
terding, in 1907, and in 1911
the company, now known as
Royal Dutch Shell, bought Az-
erbaijan oil fields from the
Rothschilds, making the Roth-
schilds the largest sharehold-
ers in both Royal Dutch and Sir Marcus Samuel
Shell. Deterding was notori-
ous for his support of the Nazis and Hitler.

Hill Samuel itself was a product of a 1965 merger
between M. Samuel, Marcus Samuel’s bank, and Philip
Hill, Higginson, Erlanger. Head of the bank was Sir Ken-
neth Keith, a director of Eagle Star, one of the core compa-
nies of the British Empire. Erlanger was the bank of Baron
Emil Erlanger, which made the famous Erlanger Loan to
help fund the Confederacy. Such is the pedigree of
Macquarie.—John Hoefle
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our local public/private sector cooperation.”
Tulsa Mayor Susan Savage said that “globalization is

bringing about new ways of thinking about boundaries and
the national sovereignty of nations,” and described how the
“explosive growth” of the world’s population leads to migra-
tion into the cities, which corresponds “to a depletion of natu-
ral resources.”

Norbert Gansel, mayor of the northern German port city
of Kiel, pointed out the fact, obvious to all, that there is “no
money” in the cities with which to fight social problems. This
is clearly Rohatyn’s cue to bring in private companies to loot
the cities.

Berlin, 2001 and Washington, 2002
The second meeting sponsored by the New Traditions

Network was in Berlin on May 20-22, 2001, on the theme
“Immigration in the Era of Globalization, Future of Housing
and Transit Development.”

Then, at a Washington meeting of the U.S. Mayors Con-
ference in April 2002 (see accompanying article), billed as an
“International Summit on Terrorism and Travel/Tourism,”
many international mayors joined the American hosts.
Among them were Social Democrats Bärbel Dieckmann
(Bonn), and the aforementioned Norbert Gansel (Kiel).
Gansel is said to be a personal friend of John Kornblum. As
mayor in 1997-2003, he enforced a strict austerity budget,
making Kiel number one among the big German cities in
paying its debts, including by privatization of key municipal
assets. Dieckmann and her husband, the former Social Demo-
cratic justice minister of North Rhine-Westphalia, are strong
proponents of the environmentalist current of the party; she
is president of the Council of World Mayors on Climate
Change; and executive president of the Council of Communi-
ties and Regions of Europe.

Denver, 2003
The next summit, “The Second International Conference

of Mayors: The Role of Mayoral Leadership in Achieving
Sustainability in the World’s Cities,” took place in Denver on
June 5-8, 2003. (This was apparently the last meeting to take
place under this particular institutional structure.)

The Mayors and Business Council Plenary breakfast was
addressed by Howard Menaker, Manager of Public Affairs
for George Shultz’s company, Bechtel. Other notable speak-
ers were: Maury Myers, the president and CEO of the spon-
soring company, Waste Management; Australian Ambassa-
dor to the United States Michael Thawley, on the Australia-
U.S. Free Trade Agreement; the senior vice president and
general counsel of DuPont, Stacey Mobley; the vice presi-
dent and general manager of U.S. Filter Services group; and
Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, chairman of the Council
for Investment in the New American City. There were also
representatives from Japan, Korea, Africa, and the United
Nations.
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