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Sharon’s Maneuvers
To Kill the Road Map

by Jeffrey Steinberg and
Michele Steinberg

A review of crucial eventssince Aug. 21 revealsasystematic
campaign by Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon to kill the
Road Map, just as he earlier killed the Oslo Accords, the
Mitchell Plan, the Tenet Plan, and every other | srael-Palestine
peace initiative. As the chronology below shows, the cease-
fire was holding, and Sharon was coming under mounting
pressure at home, over election financial fraud charges. At
that point, Sharon’s government initiated assassinations of a
Hezbollah leader and two leading Palestinian militants, thus
breaking the cease-fire, which had also included a ban on
Israeli targetted assassinations.

On July 31, after meeting with Vice President Dick Che-
ney, the leading pro-Sharon warmonger in Washington,
Sharon told his intimate, New York Times reporter William
Sdfire, “It should be very clear we will not return to the
1967 borders.”

The modus operandi employed by Sharon: Violate the
Road Mapwith aseriesof targetted assassi nationsof Palestin-
ianactivists, toinciteaterror retaliation, then usethose attacks
to justify freezing Road Map implementation and launching
anew round of even morebrutal invasionsand assassinations,
while denouncing the Palestinian Authority for failing to
crack down on theterrorists.

The following summary time-line, beginning with Shar-
on’strip to Washington, tellsthe tale:

July 29: Sharon met briefly with President Bush at the
WhiteHouse. Themeeting lasted only 30 minutes, and report-
edly, after a heated exchange between Sharon and National
Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice on the night of July 28
over thelsraeli wall, Sharon decided not evento present Bush
with a petition to free Israeli spy Jonathan Jay Pollard, that
had been signed by 112 Knesset members.

As Sharon was carrying around the Pollard petition, Pol-
lard’ s spymaster, “Dirty Rafi” Eytan, was covertly travelling
around the United Statesand Mexico, on fal se passports, most
likely organizing anew 9/11 terrorist attack.

What Sharon did present was adossier, with maps, onthe
threat allegedly posedto | srael by Iranian and Syrian weapons
of mass destruction programs, with the suggestion that if the
United States does not stop the Iranian nuclear reactor from
going online, Israel might do it—asthey did with their attack
on Iraq' s Osirak reactor in 1981.

July 30: Sharon met with Vice President Cheney. Al-
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Sharon Kills a Peacemaker

The Aug. 21 targetted assassination of Hamas leader Abu
Shanab was another cynical move by Isragli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon to destroy any chancefor peace, let alone
atwo-state solutionto the | sraeli-Palestinian conflict. Abu
Shanab, as EIR reported on July 4, accepted a two-state
solution, and was deeply involved in formulating the
hudna, or cease-fire, negotiated between Pal estinian Prime
Minister Abu Mazen, and Hamas and other militant
groups.

In a Jerusalem Post interview published on June 24,
Abu Shanab said, “What isthe point in speaking in rheto-
ric? Let’ sbefrank, wecannot destroy Israel. The practical

solutionisfor ustohaveastatealongsidelsradl. . . . When
we build aPalestinian statewewill not need these militias;
all the needs for attack [against Israel] will stop. Every-
thing will changeinto acivil life. . . . [Thefuture Palestin-
ian state] is not one that is to take the place of Israel . . .
but one that liveswith it.”

The day following that June 24 interview, the Israglis
carried out a targetted assassination of Palestinian mili-
tants in Gaza, attempting to prevent a cease-fire from be-
ing reached.

Asked by the Post whether Hamas would agree to a
cease-fire, Abu Shanab replied, “In fact, Hamas wants to
makeastrong public declaration of cease-fire, if Israel will
alow it to happen.”

—Dean Andromidas

though details of the meeting are scant, there was clearly a
much closer “meeting of theminds’ in this session than there
had been with President Bush—even though Bush “wimped
out” during his press conference with Sharon after their
meeting.

Aug. 2: Inaclear indication of Isragl’ s intent to provoke
aconfrontation with Syriaand L ebanon, apowerful car bomb
killed Hezbollah leader Ali Hussein Saleh in Beirut. Hezbol -
lah is a legitimate political organization in Lebanon, which
has not engaged in attacks on Israel, except in response to
Israeli provocations. Following the Beirut assassination,
which was attributed to the Israelis, Hezbollah units shelled
northern Isragl. Inretaliation, Israel staged a series of bomb-
ing raids into Lebanese territory, targetting Hezbollah (see
below).

Aug. 4. The Washington Post ran a front-page story
claiming that Secretary of State Colin Powell and his Deputy,
Richard Armitage, were going to leave the Bush Administra-
tionimmediately after the January 2005 inauguration, if Bush
were re-elected to a second term. Thisleak was widely read
asindicating that Powell was delivering an ultimatum to the
President: Either dump Cheney and the chicken-hawks, or
he would leave, virtually assuring Bush’s re-election defeat.
Bush subsequently gave Powell the green light to cut back
U.S. loan guarantees to Israd if it continues to build settle-
ments in defiance of the Road Map, and it was openly dis-
cussed that the State Department is considering deducting the
funds spent on Isradl’s “ apartheid wall” from the loan guar-
antees.

Also that day, a scheduled meeting between Sharon and
Palestinian Prime Minister Abu Mazen was cancelled.

Aug. 9: The Isragli Defense Forces (IDF) assassinated
Hamas|eaders Abu Salam and Faizal Sadar at the Askar refu-
gee camp.
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Aug. 9: Lebanese reported Isragli air-raids into southern
L ebanon.

Aug. 10: Hezbollah retaliated by shelling into northern
Isradl, killing ayoung boy.

Aug. 10: At an Israeli Cabinet meeting, the Sharon gov-
ernment decided to freeze implementation of the Road Map,
according to the neo-conservative, anti-Road Map New York
Post. However, the bombings the government would use to
justify this action would not occur until Aug. 12—aday after
the report in the Post. When the bombings occurred and the
Israelis announced the freeze on the Road Map implementa-
tion, “inresponse,” the Isragliswere caught in an embarrass-
ing situation.

Aug. 12: Two suicide bombings were carried out in the
West Bank, killing 2 Israglis, and injuring 13. The attacks
occurred at astrip mall in Rosh Ha ayin, and at a bus stop at
the entrance to West Bank settlement of Ariel.

Aug. 15: Idlami Jihad activist Mohammed Sidr was assas-
sinated by the IDF in Hebron.

Aug. 18: Palestinian-born Reuters camera-man Mazen
Dana—from Hebron—was killed in Baghdad by U.S. mili-
tary tank fire.

Aug. 19: Huge suicide bombings occurred in Baghdad
and Jerusalem. Up until this point, Hamas, Islamic Jihad, and
theal-AgsaMartyrsBrigadehad all maintainedthat they were
adhering to the cease-fire agreement, which specifiesthat they
can retaliate for specific Isragli attacks.

Aug. 21: Hamas leader Abu Shanab was assassinated by
thel DF. Hewasknown asone of themoreimportant moderate
Hamas leaders, who worked closely with the Egyptian gov-
ernment to secure the cease-fire agreement on the part of
Hamas (see box). Following Abu Shanab’ s assassination, the
three Palestinian groups announced that the cease-fire was
over.
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