
citizenry of Liberia with special emphasis on ex-combat-
ants and their victims.

War Economy and International Dimensions: Re-
enforce sanctions on the export of the country’s naturalLiberian Diaspora Issue Call
and mineral resources. Unlawful buyers and exporters of
these natural resources should be prosecuted. To stop the

Liberian exile groups and citizens living in Germany, geopolitical interplay for economic gain and control. To
France, Sweden, Britain, and the Netherlands issued the change the orientation of the world economy to accept our
following statement from their July 25-27 Doorn meeting. internal economic changes, as a war-ravaged country.

Liberia needs to make some economic adjustments in
We have concluded that the following points must be ur- the first five years that may not suit certain conditions of
gently addressed: 1. Peace; 2. Security; 3. Development; the IMF and World Bank standards but may be in the
4. International Dimensions. interest of Liberia’s economic revitalization.

Peace: To attain peace, there must be an unconditional The conference recognized that the Liberian crisis
and immediate cease-fire and the formation of an interim started with the military coup of April 1980, when Presi-
government; we also demand an international stabilization dent Tolbert, who had followed the policy of the Non-
force. If there is no decision reached from the ongoing Aligned Movement, was killed by Samuel Doe, the first of
peace talks in Accra, Ghana, between now and Aug. 2, the rebels who would destroy Liberia. During a Monrovia
2003, we demand that the international community should meeting of the Organization of African Union (OAU) in
form a caretaker government, which we believe would September 1979, demands for a new, just world economic
bring the indiscriminate killings and destructions on the order were voiced, influenced then by Lyndon LaRouche’s
part of the rebels and government forces to a halt. 1975 proposal for an International Development Bank

Security: We demand immediate, unconditional and (IDB). This Monrovia discussion led to the adoption of
total disarmament of all factions, including the Armed the Lagos Plan of Action by the OAU in April 1980. But
Forces of Liberia, all paramilitary forces and militias. This instead of following that road, the IMF forced “structural
should be followed by an immediate demobilization and adjustment policies” on every African government. The
decommissioning of weapons. Therefore a Truth and Rec- genocidal results of this are only too visible in Africa to-
onciliation Commission should be formed. Rehabilitation day. The need for the establishment of a new, just world
and reintegration of ex-combatants and the reinforcement economic order, based on the principle of peace through
of an arms embargo must be implemented. development, was therefore discussed as the necessary so-

Development: Education and training for the entire lution for Liberia’s and Africa’s problems.

1979, he hosted a meeting of the Organization of African by the U.S. intelligence services. Washington recognized Doe
immediately as Liberia’s new head of state. The coup symbol-Unity (OAU) which discussed proposals for a new, just world

economic order against the IMF-World Bank depredations. izes the strategic decision by Anglo-American power
groups—to which the French agreed—to block any real inde-These ideas had been intensely discussed by the Non-Aligned

Movement, also prominently featuring Lyndon LaRouche’s pendence of Africa. Instead, one African country after another
was forced to accept the IMF’s structural adjustment pro-1975 proposal for an International Development Bank (IDB).

Guyana’s Foreign Minister Fred Wills of Guyana presented grams—hammering the poor to achieve “ freedom of the mar-
ketplace” and pay the foreign debt. Today, 23 years later, thethe idea of debt moratoria for the poorest nations to the UN

General Assembly on Sept. 27, 1976. Earlier that Summer, results are visible, in the ruin of almost every one of Africa’s
economies, the ever-increasing poverty and genocidalthe Non-Aligned Movement summit in Colombo, Sri Lanka,

also demanded such changes in the global economic system, disease.
Equally important, Doe’s coup launched a culture of vio-which would correct the injustices from economic looting of

the developing sector. In Africa, the result of the debate was lence which would culminate in the atrocities of the 1990s’
rebel movements that continues today. Right after Presidentthe Lagos Plan of Action, which was adopted the OAU heads

of state summit in April 1980, in Lagos, Nigeria. Tolbert was killed, members of his cabinet and other influen-
tials were humiliated by passing them half-naked before aBy that time, a military coup under the almost-illiterate

Master Sgt. Samuel Doe had removed Tolbert from power, public tribunal for corruption. Thirteen of them were dragged
to the beach in Monrovia, tied to stakes and publicly executedand had him killed on April 12, 1980. The coup was supported
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