more targetted kidnappings and assassinations are expected.
Uribe Vdez has promised, if elected, to use the resources
of the State to fight back, with everything from armed militias

COlombian Voters Tl’erW even to foreign troops. But, by also embracing the very neo-

liberal economic policies that have driven the Colombian

Over NaI‘CO—CapltulatOI‘S economy into free-fall, he has been unable to present the

nation with a plan for winning the peace, while winning the
. war.
by Valerie Rush The only candidate who has done that is retired Army
general and former Armed Forces Commander Harold Be-
Colombians gave an unmistakeable “thumbs down” to the doya Pizarro, who has not only pinpointed the Wall Street-
Andres Pastrana government’s four-year policy of appeaseFARC alliance that Colombiais up against, but has elaborated
ment of the narco-terrorist cocaine cartel known as the FARC, an economic reactivation program for the country, within the
when they went to the polls on March 10 and voted en masseontext of an international reorganization of the global mone-
against the “establishment” congressional candidates from  tary and financial system. Unlike UeiheBéeoya also
the ruling Conservative and “opposition” Liberal parties. Ininsists that Colombia’s Armed Forces can win the war against
fact, the Conservative Party was hit so badly that its chairman narco-terrorism without resort to UN “blue helmets” or for-
resigned in shame, its Presidential candidate threw in theign troop interventions—as long as they are given the finan-
towel, and a much-reduced bloc of Conservative congress-  cial, logistical and, most importantly, political backing they
men gave their support to the front-running Presidential conrequire.
tender, dissident “hard-liner” Alvaro Uribe \&z.
From now until the Presidential election in May, the issueHow Will U.S. Policy Change?
on the table will not be whether to move against the narco- Without a radical change in U.S. policy, however, it will
terrorists. That question was already decided on March 10. be extremely difficult for Colombia, at this point of advanced
Rather, the campaign must now center around how to defendisintegration, to seize the opportunity provided by the deci-
and rebuild the war-ravaged nation of Colombia, in the midst  sive electoral defeat delivered to the capitulationists on March
of an international financial crash brought on by the samd0. For more than two decades, despite occasional opposition
global financier interests in Wall Street and the City of Lon- here and there by saner American policymakers, U.S. policy
don who promoted the narco-terrorist FARC in the first placetowards Colombia has been dictated by Wall Street financiers
who not only want to continue enjoying the proceeds of the
The Choices Facing Colombians drug-trade, but seek to legalize the business outright. Thus,
Inthe period leading up to the election, a dramatic escala-  despite the policy twists and turns since the drug trade estab-
tion of FARC terrorism across the country had forced Pastranbshed its beachhead in Colombiain the late 1970s, U.S. policy
to abandon his cherished illusion of clinching a negotiated has been primarily aimed at taking down the national econ-
“peace pact” with the FARC before leaving office. Instead,omy, State, and military of Colombia, while insisting the gov-
he ordered the military to retake the “DMZ,” 42,000 square  ernment negotiate “peace” with narcoterrorists.
kilometers of sovereign territory he had surrendered to the Thus, the lie that the FARC are idealistic “rebels” and not
FARC cartel upon assuming the Presidency in 1998. The narco-terrorists, was promulgated by the likes of New York
population celebrated this long-overdue decision to unStock Exchange chief Richard Grasso, America On-Line
shackle the Armed Forces, but gave no credit to Pastrana  founder Jim Kimsey, et.al. Also critical to blocking proper
or to the political elites who have backed his lunatic policy U.S. military assistance to Colombia, has been the continuous
for years. slanders against Colombia’s Armed Forces propagated by the
The FARC's reaction has been to up the ante. In the daybnited Nations and its gaggle of European and American
immediately after the “DMZ” and its 100,000 captive inhabit- ~ “human rights” NGOs—most financed by George Soros’s
antswere liberated, FARC terrorists seized fringe Presidentialrug-legalization operation.
candidate Ingrid Betancourt, and are holding her and at least In March, the Bush Administration began shifting policy
five kidnapped congressmen, in hopes of exchanging thetowards Colombia, on a critical front. Against a backdrop of
for imprisoned FARC leaders. FARC attacks on the nation’s
critical energy, telecommunications, water, and transport in-
frastructure have escalated, aswell. On March 16, Archbisho

p .
Isdias Duarte Cancino from the city of Cali—an outspoken TO reac h us on th e Web .
critic of both the FARC/ELN narco-terrorists and the drug b
traffickers infiltrating government—was gunned down leav- WWW ' | ar O U C h ep U ' C O m

ing church. Terrorist attacks on Colombia’s urban centers an
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public statements and testimony to Congress on the “ symbi-
otic relationship” between terrorism and the drug trade, ad-
ministration officials announced it would ask Congress to
eliminate the restriction which currently prohibits U.S. secu-
rity aid to Colombiafrom being used in anything but counter-
narcotics operations. Under the current law, for example, the
U.S. cannot legally provide Col ombian authoritieswith satel -
lite and other intelligence on FARC, ELN or other terrorist
activities, unlessit could be proven directly related to drugs.

Then, Attorney General John Ashcroft and Drug Enforce-
ment Administration chief Asa Hutchinson announced on
March 18 that three FARC leaders, including the head of
the its 16th Front, Tomas Molina Caracas (alias “El Negro
Acacio”), had been indicted for drug- and weapons-traffick-
ing. Hutchinson specifiedthat the 1st, 7th, 10th, 39th, and 44th
Fronts, “among others” areidentified as supplying cocaineto
Acacio’ soperation. Ashcroft said theentire FARC wasbeing
indicted: “Today’s indictment charges leaders of the FARC
not as revolutarionies or freedom fighters, but as drug traf-
fickers.”

That established, on March 21, the administration in-
cluded a change in restrictions on aid to Colombia, in its
supplemental request to Congress for $27.1 billion in new
security aid. The bill would permit Colombia to use U.S.
aid to counter the “threat posed by groups that use narcotics
trafficking to fund their terrorist and other activities.” No
change was proposed, however, to the drug legalizers favor-
ite law, known asthe L eahy amendment, which, in the bogus
name of protecting humanrights, allows George Soros' stable
of “human rights” activiststo knock out any Colombian mili-
tary officer who fightsto win, in any battle with the narcoter-
rorists.

Should Congress approve the change, stepped-up U.S.
military aid should start going through. However, given the
Bush administration’ sadoption of theutopians’ imperial mil-
itary posture globally, the question of what kind of aid goes
to Colombia, andwhat, if any, broader policy package accom-
paniesit, looms as abig question.

Thus far, officials, from President Bush on down, insist
they have no intention of sending U.S. ground troops into
Colombia, but rather, as Secretary of State Colin Powell said
inaMarch 20interview with the Colombian daily El Tiempo,
“It’ samatter of trying to support thegovernment of Colombia
whileit defendsitself from terrorists and the drug trade.”

Repeated reports, however, insist that plansfor increased
aidto Colombiacomeattached to the sending of anew contin-
gent of U.S. Special Forcestrainers, modeled on the current
deployment of “trainers’ and “advisors’ to the Philippines—
who are deployed in combat, despite the official lies to the
contrary. In any case, Colombia has not been losing thiswar
becauseof alack of Special Forcestraining, but rather because
of the foreign-imposed refusal to mobilize all the State’ s re-
sources—military, economic and civilian—to defeat Wall
Street’s Dope, Inc.
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