
organization from ceasing terrorism.
This week, Labor Party Knesset member Haim Ra-The Cease-Fire mon, Chairman of the Defense and Foreign Policy Com-

mittee, submitted into the Knesset record the proposal forSharon Bombed
a unilateral cease-fire by the Tanzim Palestinian militia of
Fatah, received before the Gaza bombing. It said that Israel

Instead of mass funerals for six-month-old Palestinian ba- “must cease strangling our cities, killing our youths, taking
bies, American students studying at Hebrew University, our land for your settlements, ripping up our orchards,
and Israeli housewives, there could be peace negotiations humiliating our women and children, detaining our young
under way. On July 23, a hard-fought month of initiatives men in your squalid camps and demonizing those we
for a cease-fire, by the European Union, Russia, and the choose to lead us. . . . Your occupation is illegitimate and
United Nations, was drowned in blood, when Israeli Prime we will resist it—your soldiers are occupiers and will be
Minister Ariel Sharon’ s aerial bombing of a block of apart- treated as such.” But “Whether you stop these practices,
ment buildings in the Gaza strip killed 17 people, including or not, we will not shift our declaration. The rivers of blood
four infants and seven small children, and wounded more that have so embittered our peoples will be stanched. The
than 150 others. The ostensible purpose of the bombing suicide bombings will be brought to an end. By us. Now.”
was to kill a Hamas commander, Salah Shehadeh. The statement warned Israelis “ there are those in our

Hamas’ s inevitable revenge terrorist attack, laid at society who will attempt to undermine and deter our ef-
Sharon’ s door in advance by leading Israelis still pushing forts.” And pointing directly to Sharon: “So too, there are
for peace, came on July 31 at Hebrew University. It killed those in your society and even at the very top of your
five American citizens and two Israelis, wounding at least government who may attempt to provoke us. They will try
97 others. Just ten days earlier, Hamas had been—accord- to underestimate this declaration. . . . These people are our
ing to its spiritual leader, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin—ready to enemies, they must also be yours. They are the enemies
negotiate a Fatah-proposed cease-fire and end of terrorist of peace.”
attacks. This had been widely reported in Israeli news- After the Hebrew University massacre clearly result-
papers. ing from Sharon’s 2,000-pound bomb escalation, his co-

It is no secret that Hamas has been built up by Ariel horts in the “Wolfowitz cabal” inside the Bush Adminis-
Sharon. Radicals in Sharon’ s cabinet who want to assassi- tration are clamoring for the United States to wipe out
nate Arafat, say that they want Hamas in power in Pales- Yasser Arafat and the Palestinian Authority.
tine. By the July 23 Gaza bombing, Sharon prevented the —Michele Steinberg
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