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by the White House, between the President’s two 
weekend rounds of golf and prior to the resumption of 
his political campaign tour. One pundit remarked that 
while America’s health-care infrastructure is disinte-
grating, the “spin doctor” still isn’t listed among the 

categories of health or med-
ical professionals.

During any public health 
emergency, the government 
has a responsibility to com-
municate health advice to the 
public, especially in a situa-
tion like this one, when the 
mishandling of the case of 
Thomas Eric Duncan in 
Dallas stoked fears about a 
full-blown Ebola outbreak in 
the United States. There 
should be someone who can 
not only provide reliable and 
honest information, but who 
also has the authority to 
direct an overall public 
health response. That person 
is the Surgeon General of the 
United States. The problem 
is, the U.S. doesn’t have a 
surgeon general.

The public face of the 
Ebola response has, instead, 

become Thomas Frieden, director of the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the agency 
that has been charged with one potentially deadly mis-
step after another in its response to the Ebola crisis. 
No competent health-care professional could deny 
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Health-care workers put on protective equipment at a clinic in Monrovia, Liberia. While U.S. 
domestic response to the disease must be improved, the focus of international effort must be 
West Africa, where White House response has been a travesty.

The Empire Wants a 
New Black Death

Spokesmen for the British Empire have been explicit 
in their desire for a New Black Death to reduce popu-
lation:

•  Thomas Malthus, in his “Essay on the Principle 
of Population,” in 1791:

“. . .we should facilitate, instead of foolishly and 
vainly endeavoring to impede, the operations of 
nature in producing this mortality; and if we dread 
the too frequent visitation of the horrid form of 
famine, we should sedulously encourage the other 

forms of destruction, which we compel nature to 
use. . . . In our towns we should make the streets nar-
rower, crowd more people into the houses, and court 
the return of the plague.”

•  Lord Bertrand Russell, in his book The Impact 
of Science on Society, published in 1953, on popula-
tion reduction: “War . . . has hitherto been disappoint-
ing in this respect, but perhaps bacteriological war 
may prove more effective. If a Black Death could be 
spread throughout the world once in every genera-
tion survivors could procreate freely without making 
the world too full.”

•  Prince Philip, consort to Queen Elizabeth II, in 
1988: “In the event that I am reincarnated, I would 
like to return as a deadly virus, to contribute some-
thing to solving overpopulation.”


