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Russia’s Glazyev: ‘On the 
Brink of World War’

April 5—Academician Sergei Glazyev, an advisor to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Eurasian integra-
tion, yesterday warned of national bankruptcy for sev-
eral European countries, a blow-out of the banking 
system, and a “game on the brink of world war,” if full-
scale economic sanctions against Russia were to be 
pushed through. His interview with the Russian-lan-
guage service of RT was also distributed by RIA No-
vosti.

“If the Americans try to implement the model used 
in the case of Iran,” said the Russian economist, 
“meaning virtually total disconnection of the country 
from the world financial system, that is, from its dollar 
and euro segment, then our calculations show that 
losses in the European Union could reach EU1 trillion. 
If our payments are blocked, the European banks will 
feel it very palpably, because hundreds of billions of 
liabilities will be frozen.” If such measures were to be 
pushed further by the United States, destabilizing the 
entire European financial system, in parallel with at-
tempts to hurt Russia, he added, “then this would turn 
out to be a big geopolitical game, on the brink of world 
war.”

Glazyev noted that while potential damage to Ger-
many’s economy from total sanctions against Russia 
may be estimated at up to EU200 billion, “the stron-
gest damage, in relative terms, strange as this might 
seem, would be felt by Ukraine—whose interests 
they’re so concerned about—and the Baltic countries, 
which have behaved the most aggressively. Losses for 
the Baltic countries would be almost equivalent to 
their GDP, since the economies of these countries are 
almost entirely involved with transit services to and 
from Russia. Thus, for Europe the sanctions are eco-
nomic suicide. European businessmen understand this 
very well. But I’m struck by how much the European 
media are like a branch of the American, or, rather, not 
even of the American, but of some very vicious 
hawks.”

NATO Deploys 
Ever Closer to Russia

by Carl Osgood

April 7—NATO has supplemented its verbal attacks on 
Russia by accelerating the pace of its operations in 
countries that were formerly part of the U.S.S.R. or the 
Warsaw Pact, allegedly in response to Russia’s annexa-
tion of Crimea and the threat it supposedly represents to 
Ukraine and Eastern Europe. A summary of these de-
ployments since early March follows.

Air Force Deployments
March 6: Six F-15C interceptors, based in Laken-

heath, England, were deployed to Siauliai Air Base, 
Lithuania, to join four F-15s that had been there since 
January, to reinforce NATO’s air-policing mission in 
the Baltic states. They were accompanied by a single 
KC-135 air-refueling tanker. On March 10, NATO 
headquarters in Brussels announced that two E-3 
AWACS radar aircraft would be deployed, one to 
Poland, and the other to Romania, to “enhance the alli-
ance’s situational awareness. . . .” They began flying 
their missions soon after their arrival.

March 13-14: A dozen U.S. F-16s based at Aviano, 
Italy, arrived at the Lask Air Base in central Poland for 
exercises that were enlarged at the request of the Polish 
government.

March 18: British Defence Secretary Phillip Ham-
mond told the House of Commons that Britain will send 
Typhoon fighters to the Baltics to “bolster” the NATO 
air-policing mission when Poland takes it over in May. 
“We are doing all we can to reassure our NATO allies 
about the protection we offer,” he said. Hammond’s 
offer was followed by similar offers from France, Den-
mark, and Germany.

April 1: An air exercise in the Baltics included 
Swedish Gripen fighters as well as the U.S. F-15s in 
Lithuania.

April 8: The Pentagon announced that six F-16 jets 
will arrive in Romania on April 10, for joint exercises 
with the Romanian airforce.

Naval Deployments
March 6: The U.S. Navy announced that the de-

stroyer U.S.S. Truxtun, part of the George H.W. Bush 


