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used to kill innocent people. In 1942, the OUN’s cam-
paign of mass extermination of Poles and Jews contin-
ued.

On Jan 28, 2010, the Simon Wiesenthal Center ex-
pressed, and I quote: “deepest revulsion at the decision 
by the then-President of Ukraine to honor OUN’s leader 
Bandera, who,” and I quote: “collaborated with the 
Nazis in the early stages of World War II, and whose 
followers were linked to the murders of thousands of 
Jews and others.”

On Feb. 25, 2010, the European Parliament adopted 
a resolution in which it expressed deep regret for the 
decision posthumously to award Bandera—the leader 
of the OUN, which collaborated with Nazi Germany—
the title of national hero of Ukraine. The European Par-
liament called on the Ukrainian leadership to recon-
sider such decision, and maintain its commitment to 
European values. Polish President Jaroslaw Kaczynski 
stated on Feb. 7, 2010, that OUN and UPA, and I quote: 
“were engaged in mass-murders of Polish civilians in 
the eastern territories of the Second Republic, killing 
100,000 people. Poles were being killed for being 
Poles.”

It is deeply disturbing that the followers of Bandera 
are openly marching these days in Ukraine, displaying 
his portraits and fascist insignia, and are wielding con-
siderable political power in Kiev. Attempts to white-
wash the OUN and UPA are not only morally repulsive; 
they amount to encouraging nationalist ideology, ex-
tremism, and intolerance.

Lady Ashton Knew: Maidan 
Leaders Deployed Snipers

March 5—A recorded and leaked phone conversation 
between EU foreign affairs chief Lady Catherine 
Ashton and Estonia’s Foreign Minister Urmas Paet has 
blown apart the myths about a dictatorial President 
Viktor Yanukovych ordering snipers to fire on the Euro-
maidan protesters in Kiev on Feb. 20. Many in Ukraine 
have raised the question of a “third force” driving the 
events toward the coup of Feb. 21-22, including through 
the Feb. 20 appearance of snipers who fired against 
both the police and the crowd.

As former Ukrainian MP Natalia Vitrenko has em-
phasized in her chronology of the escalation to the 
coup, it was firing from the Conservatory building, 
where a part of Right Sector was positioned, that started 
the furious gun battle that day.

Now the Ashton-Paet conversation of Feb. 26, fol-
lowing Paet’s visit to Kiev the day before, confirms that 
Ashton was well aware of testimony that Yanukovych 
did not deploy the snipers. RT reported that the record-
ing was leaked by Ukrainian intelligence personnel. It 
is on YouTube at http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZEgJ0oo3OA8.

Right after Ashton talks about the need for the new 
cabinet to “reach out to the Maidan” (which had just 
dictated who should be in that new cabinet!) and opines 
that Party of Regions members should be told to go and 
lay flowers where people died on Hrushevsky Street, 
because people “feel that he [Yanukovych] ordered that 
to happen,” comes the following exchange:

Paet: And second, what was quite disturbing, this 
same Olga [Bogomolets, a doctor] told as well that all 
the evidence shows that the people who were killed by 
snipers from both sides, among policemen and then 
people from the streets, that they were the same snipers 
killing people from both sides.

Ashton: Well, yeah, that’s, that’s terrible.
Paet: So that she then also showed me some photos 

she said that as a medical doctor she can say that it is the 
same handwriting, the same type of bullets. And it’s 
really disturbing that now the new coalition, that they 
don’t want to investigate what exactly happened. And 
there is now stronger and stronger understanding that 
behind the snipers, it was not Yanukovych, but it was 
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somebody from the new coalition.
Ashton (stuttering): I think we do want to investi-

gate. I mean, I didn’t pick that up, that’s interesting. 
Gosh.

Paet repeats that the matter is “disturbing,” adding 
that “it already discredits from the very beginning” the 
new Ukrainian regime.

Channel One Russia tonight aired an expert analysis 
of the lines of sight around the Maidan, arguing that in 
one of the most gruesome filmed images of a group of 
Maidan activists being shot down from the rear on Feb. 
20, the filming and the shooting would have been done 
from the same location. In other words, they suggested, 
a team of guerrillas was shooting demonstrators and 
making a snuff movie of their deaths, to use as a dem-
onstration of police brutality.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov called in 
a press conference on March 8 for an investigation by 
the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) into who was behind the deaths of 
dozens of people in Kiev in sniper attacks in Kiev, 
saying the truth could no longer be “covered up.”

“The latest information about the so-called snipers 
case can no longer be covered up,” Lavrov told a news 
conference in Moscow. “We have proposed that the 
OSCE [Organization for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe] takes up an objective investigation of this and 
we will ensure there is justice.

“There have been too many lies, and this lie has 

been used too long to push European 
public opinion in the wrong direction, 
contrary to the objective facts.”

Lavrov also stressed that “the so-
called interim government is not self-
sufficient, and, to great regret, depends 
upon radical nationalists, who carried 
out the military coup.”

Lavrov gave an example of how the 
Right Sector is influencing the current 
decision-making in Kiev: “The new 
government’s officials asked this Right 
Sector to approve their choice of minis-
ters and now the Right Sector is dissatis-
fied. Its leaders say the reloading of the 
government system in Ukraine has not 
been completed. They are demanding 
that each of the ministers go to the 
Maidan protesters and report on how 

well they are implementing the demands of the protest 
leaders.”

Lavrov continued: “Our Western partners, it seems 
to me, are quite well informed of what they [the radi-
cals] represent, because they are frequent guests there 
[in Kiev] and among themselves they are sharing ex-
tremely alarming impressions. But I guess for political 
reasons, they try to conceal the facts in public.”

U.S. media coverage:
The Obama Administration, Congress, and the 

mainstream media have been pouring out lies about the 
situation in Ukraine to cover up the killings of protest-
ers by the opposition forces themselves. Nevertheless, 
coverage began to take off elsewhere.

On March 5, Michael Salla in the Washington Ex-
aminer reported that “the hacked call reveals that a 
mysterious third force was operating to destabilize the 
previous Ukrainian government run by President Yanu-
kovych by making it appear responsible for the sniper 
attacks.” The author quotes infowars.com reporter Kurt 
Nimmo linking the West’s covert operations against 
Ukraine back to NATO’s Operation Gladio, which sup-
ported Nazi groups in the aftermath of World War II.

On March 6, in Op-Ed News, an article titled “Did 
Right Wing Protesters Hire Snipers to Kill Protesters and 
Police,” by Walter Uhler, reported on the Paet-Ashton 
conversation, and also on the campaign by the National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED) and others against 
Ukraine and Russia.

YouTube

European Union foreign affairs chief Catherine Ashton and Estonian Foreign 
Minister Urmas Paet. Ashton knew as early as Feb. 25 that President Yanukovych 
did not order sniper attacks on protesters, because Paet told her. But she kept the 
information to herself.

http://www.opednews.com/articles/Did-Right-Wing-Protesters-by-Walter-Uhler-Crimea_Fascist_Putin_Revolution-140306-903.html
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On March 6, in The People’s Voice, author Steven 
Lendman posted an exposé titled “Evidence Shows 
Kiev Putschists Recruited Euromaidan Snipers.”

By March 8, Associated Press was forced to put out 
its damage control version of the story, lying that the 
explosive Paet-Ashton phone call reported nothing but 
a “feud” between the Russians and Yanukovych sup-
porters on the one side and “new coalition” on the other, 
which has a “different” version of the sniper shootings 
of Feb. 20.

International Comments: 
Nazis Against Russia
While the U.S. news media have downplayed the mur-
derous role of the neo-Nazis in the coup in Ukraine, not 
all in the West have been so blind and mute. A sam-
pling:

Germany
Former German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder 

(SPD) criticized the Western pattern of anti-Putin pro-
paganda, at an event organized by the weekly Die Zeit 
on March 9, saying that the EU has not “grasped in the 
slightest degree that [Ukraine] is a culturally divided 
country, one cannot treat such a country in such a way,” 
namely, pushing it to choose between the EU and 
Russia. Schröder had attacked EU before the regime 
change in Kiev, saying that the Europeans had disquali-
fied themselves as unbiased mediators, since they had 
taken the side of the Maidan against the government.

The “Panorama” program of the first TV network on 
March 9 featured “Putsch in Kiev: What Role Are the 
Fascists Playing?” This reports that “extreme-right 
forces played an important role from the beginning on 
the Maidan,” exemplified by Svoboda, a neo-fascist 
party “received by the NPD [German neo-fascist party] 
in Saxony last year,” and “seen as Nazi allies [in the 
1940s] in eastern and southern Ukraine.” Svoboda now 
controls the deputy prime minister, the chief public 
prosecutor, and the head of the national security coun-
cil, Andrei Parubi, and the latter’s immediate deputy is 
“the neo-Nazi Dmytro Yarosh” who formed and heads 
the Right Sector. Citing Svoboda chief Oleh Tyahny-
bok’s statements about what he called “Russo-Jewish 
swine,” the piece ends by quoting German policy ana-
lyst Alexander Rahr: “The Right Sector was decisive 
for the coup in my view, because it is an organization 

which was already ready to go to battle with the police 
and security forces. . . . It played a great part in the vic-
tory of the Maidan.”

A similar article was posted at RP Online, begin-
ning: “In Ukraine, right groups have gained consider-
able political influence during the protests. Their repre-
sentatives hold important posts in the new government 
in Kiev.” The author details how the Right Sector 
hacked Wikipedia to change its description of them to 
the blander “some major media describe them as ex-
treme right or neo-fascist.”

On March 8, the ARD-TV network broadcast a pro-
gram titled “With Nazi Symbols Against Putin: The 
Right Sector and the Maidan.”

Italy
European Parliament Member Pino Arlacchi, 

former director of the UN Office of Drug Control and 
Crime Prevention, told Italian Radio 24 on Jan. 27 that 
the protest in Ukraine is in the hands of Nazis, and 
called on the EU to stop interfering in the country.

Asked whether he thinks that Europe is adequately 
supporting protesters “who demand Europe” in 
Ukraine, Arlacchi answered: “It does not seems at all 
that they are demanding ‘Europe’ at this time. The street 
is in the hands of pro-Nazi radicals and of Svoboda na-
tionalists, who I do not think care much about Europe.”

Australia
Former Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser in the 

Guardian March 2 cited a column in the same publica-
tion by Seamus Milne, who had “described the ele-
ments then fighting the [Yanukovych] government as 
pro-fascist, pro-nazi, anti-Jew.”

Fraser wrote, “After the fall of the Soviet Union, 
many hoped the cold war ideology could be put behind, 
and that the powers could work for a more co-operative 
and a better world.” NATO, he suggested, was obsolete; 
it had “done its job.”

Fraser said that security for former republics of the 
Soviet Union and Soviet allies in Eastern Europe could 
have been achieved in many ways, but “NATO chose to 
provide that security by moving eastward to the borders 
of Russia.” He traced NATO’s eastward moves to 
George W. Bush’s insistence on deploying a BMD 
system on Russia’s borders. “America said this was 
aimed at Iran. Russia would not have believed that. The 
west was acting as through the cold war still persisted.” 
Fraser said that Georgia’s 2008 war, as well as the cur-

http://www.thepeoplesvoice.org/TPV3/Voices.php/2014/03/06/evidence-shows-kiev-putschists-recruited

