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To answer that question, we pose a seemingly unre-
lated question, actually identical to the first.

Why was Kennedy, despite his flaws, seen as excep-
tional by people who were often critical (and sometimes 
pitiless) judges of human character, such as Charles de 
Gaulle, Douglas MacArthur, and Eleanor Roosevelt? 
Posed another way: Why did Kennedy embody for these 
severe critics of human character, as well as for many 
“normal Americans,” an efficient deployment of the 
U.S. Presidency on behalf of furthering the progress, not 
merely of the United States, but of mankind?

The answer to this is posed as follows.
A statement from his Jan. 20, 1961 Inaugural Ad-

dress, differentiated Kennedy then, and differentiates 
Kennedy now, from all the Presidents who have served 
after him: After listing all of the tasks his Administra-
tion will aspire to accomplish, including “a call to bear 
the burden of a long twilight struggle, year in and year 
out, ‘rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation’—a strug-
gle against the common enemies of man: tyranny, pov-
erty, disease and war itself,” Kennedy observed:

“All this will not be finished in the first one hundred 
days. Nor will it be finished in the first one thousand 
days, nor in the life of this Administration, nor even 

perhaps in our lifetime on this planet. But let us begin.”
Kennedy forecasted his “willed fate” truthfully, and 

acted accordingly. Despite all the things he did not live 
to accomplish, in that thousand days, Kennedy managed 
to save the world from nuclear destruction, and send to, 
and put the human race on the Moon. The capacity to 
access the revolutionary principle embedded in the 
American Constitution and its Declaration of Indepen-
dence, on which the Lincoln and Kennedy Administra-
tions built their respective commitments and contribu-
tions to American progress, has simply not emanated 
from the Presidency as the guiding policy outlook of any 
U.S. Administration since Kennedy’s assassination.

In fact, today, the opposite commitment now exists, 
in the form of the Obama Administration, and the prede-
cessor Bush Administration, and must be reversed by an 
American people made culturally competent to do so.

That is the reason that the Schiller Institute was 
uniquely qualified to propose, organize, and perform 
the Nov. 22 and Jan. 19 Kennedy remembrances. We 
refuse to submit to voluntary amnesia. There is a con-
nection between courage and intelligence. Kennedy 
lived up to his own studies of courage under adversity. 
None of us can do less.
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Good afternoon, every-
one. Welcome to Boston. 
Welcome to this historic 
Cathedral, the Cathedral of 
the Holy Cross, built by immigrants who came to this 
country and settled in Boston, and history books are 
filled with their accomplishments, their successes, 
their families.

And so, we are so proud that all of you, and par-
ticularly this ensemble, could be with us here on this 
very historic day. This Cathedral has hosted many 

incredible events, talking about the John Kennedy 
visit here, and John Kennedy’s memorial service 
here in 1964. I was here.

And you mentioned Richard Cardinal Cushing. I 
guess in South Boston, where I’m from, they say my 
claim to fame is not being Mayor, not being the 
United States Ambassador, but I used to be Richard 
Cardinal Cushing’s newspaper boy—I used to sell 
newspapers to him. Well, he was here; this Cathedral 
is full of history.

And I know I speak for all the people of Boston 
when I welcome you here, thank you for being here, 
and thank you for sharing your talents on this historic 
day that meant so much to the people of the City of 
Boston.

So have a wonderful concert, have a wonderful 
afternoon, welcome to Boston. I’m sure I speak on 
behalf of the Cardinal Archbishop of Boston Seán 
Patrick O’Malley, a wonderful, wonderful leader of 
the Roman Catholic Church, in welcoming you all, 
as well as the Pastor here, Kevin O’Leary here at the 
Cathedral, welcoming you all. And let’s have a great 
concert. God bless all of you. Thank you.


