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tions would not allow. But the investigation takes place 
at the cost of Billington’s life. A few months after pub-
lishing an op-ed about the Saudi role in 9/11, and the 
Kingdom’s secret development of a nuclear weapons 
arsenal, Billington is assassinated.

Despite his death, the investigation continues, based 
on a detailed memorandum that he had written to his 
protégé on the committee, a former special operations 
soldier and State Department intelligence officer. The 
investigation is littered with dead bodies, killed by 
Saudi agents and their network of bankers and black-
money financiers.

Graham’s novel is not just a rehash of the Senate 
Intelligence Committee investigation of the 9/11/2001 
attack—it is a far-reaching roman à clef that brings to-

gether the known information about “the Golden 
Chain”—the Saudi network of wealthy princes and 
others who finance al-Qaeda—and much-later revealed 
secrets, especially the scandal of British Aerospace’s 
(now called BAE Systems) bribery of the Saudi gov-
ernment and its princes, particularly the Saudi Ambas-
sador to Washington. The story also places former Brit-
ish Prime Minister Tony Blair in a central role in the 
cover-up of the financing of al-Qaeda. While it is far 
from a complete story, Graham’s investigative novel is 
the best outline of how to examine 9/11/2001, aside 
from the ongoing investigative work being published 
by EIR.

Keys to the Kingdom is a warning and an appeal to 
U.S. governing institutions to finish the inquiry into 

The Remaining 
Secrets of 9/11

At the conclusion of our investigation in December 
of 2002 and the issuance of the final non-classified 
report in July of 2003, three unanswered questions 
remained:

What was the nature and extent of participation 
by the Kingdom and its entities of Saudi Arabia in 
the preparation for and execution of 9/11?

What are the will and capabilities of the Kingdom 
to assist in future attacks within the United States?

Why has the present and prior Administration en-
gaged in such a comprehensive, sustained, and, to 
date, largely successful cover-up to keep the answer 
to those questions from the American people?

These questions represent the keys to the King-
dom. If we can answer them, we will have gone a long 
way toward furthering American security and justice.

This we know. . . .
•  Before the First Persian Gulf War, OBL [Osama 

bin Laden] had been on amicable terms with the 
Kingdom, and his family had benefited from the lar-
gesses of the royal family. After Iraq’s 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait, he offered his Afghanistan war-hardened 
mujahideen to defend the Kingdom and thus avoid 
the necessity of foreign troops on sacred ground. He 

was rebuffed. This resulted in bin Laden’s departure 
from the Kingdom and his subsequent threats to 
topple the royal family.

•  The war, and particularly the stationing of large 
numbers of U.S. and other foreign troops in Saudi 
Arabia, was seen by many Islamic clerics and fol-
lowers as a sacrilege.

These concerns caused the Kingdom to pursue 
two post-Persian Gulf War complementary strate-
gies:

The Kingdom increased its support of madras-
sas, extremist religious schools, and other Wah-
habist institutions. It continued to condone private 
support to extremists, including through a shadowy 
organization called the Golden Chain—composed 
of some of Saudi Arabia’s wealthiest private citi-
zens who since the 1980s have dedicated their 
wealth to advancing extremist causes and prac-
tices. . . .

This covert financial support, which included 
funds diverted from charitable accounts maintained 
by the wife of the Saudi ambassador to the U.S., 
Mahmood al Rasheed, points most directly to an Ad-
ministration cover-up. The final report of the Joint 
Inquiry came to over eight hundred pages. When the 
declassification process was completed, one chapter 
of twenty-eight pages was totally censored. This was 
the chapter relating to the Saudi role in financing the 
terrorists. . . .

Excerpted from “Keys to the Kingdom,” 2011.


