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largest Italian cities went on strike, and the technocratic 
government had to immediately retract the plan. Be-
cause it’s expected that the plan will crop up again soon, 
the taxi drivers are currently mobilizing a national “Op-
eration Truth,” to win the support of the entire popula-
tion.

“Operation Truth” has started with a national leaflet 
(see box) handed out to taxi customers throughout the 
country, and with a large ad to appear soon in major na-
tional newspapers.

Significantly, the London Financial Times pub-
lished an article Dec. 29 expressing its disgust with 
the fact that the City of London’s champion Monti, 
who defeated Microsoft, was defeated by, of all 
things, Italian taxi drivers! Then, on Jan. 1, the Rome 
correspondent for the FT, Guy Dinmore, under the 
headline “Powerful lobbies put the brakes on Monti’s 
reforms,” reported on a letter to the editor by Giudici, 
which he had drafted as an answer to the Dinmore 
article. The FT didn’t publish the letter to the editor, 
but Dinmore quoted Giudici defending opposition to 
the liberalization plan as a “passionate struggle by 
forces of a truly democratic opposition against con-
verting Italy from a republican to an oligarchical 
state.”

On Jan. 4, the Italian financial daily Il Sole 24 Ore 
also printed the FT article.

The Letter of Protest
On Jan. 5, Giudici received an e-mail from the editor 

of the Financial Times, who announced that his “pow-
erful and eloquent letter” would be published in full. 
The next day, the following appeared in the newspaper:

“Monti will be defeated by democracy, truth, and 
conscience, more than by taxi drivers!

“Sir,
“In reference to Mr. Giugliano’s article of Dec. 29 

(‘Monti needs more than Europe’s cheers to hold 
Rome’), what is being described as ‘resistance’ by a 
system of ‘closed shop professions’—is more properly 
viewed as the passionate effort by forces engaged in an 
actual democratic resistance against the transformation 
of Italy from a republic into an oligarchical state. Before 
they are workers—taxi drivers, pharmacists, newsven-
dors, shopkeepers—before being workers, they are citi-
zens who still enjoy voting rights, and who put pressure 
on a system which—despite the ‘freezing’ of the consti-
tutional process of selection of the Prime Minister by a 
series of national and international forces—is still cen-
tered around Parliament and voting rights which these 
persons still enjoy. This is the primary obstacle to a neo-
liberal blueprint aiming at putting the country—with its 
economic, productive and distributive expressions, 
both state-owned and shared among a multitude of citi-

Taxi Drivers Tell Monti: No 
Gifts to Financial Sharks!

The time has come to respond to the usual lies spread 
against us, aiming to present consumers with a com-
pletely distorted scenario, in order to make the finan-
cial sharks’ entry into the sector palatable, some-
thing which is currently impossible.

The Italian economy does not need to eliminate 
regulations through liberalization and gifts to the 
banks; to the contrary it needs to again implement 
those rules which are able to tie the hands of fi-
nance, which today dominates everything and ev-
eryone, and prevents the real development of the 

physical economy!
Today’s paradox is that the “Professor Govern-

ments” are the same ones which created the global 
crisis with their recipes, and created the euro as a 
“test” currency, a currency doomed to fail because it 
ignores the real needs of people. Why have Argen-
tina, China, and Russia, economies currently look-
ing confidently toward the future, rediscovered the 
policies of the great American President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt?

Roosevelt rescued us from Nazism, and first 
subjected financial sharks to strict regulations 
(the Glass-Steagall Act and the Bretton Woods 
Agreement). Here, instead, the [euro governments] 
insist on giving away entire economic sectors to 
those insatiable predators who orchestrate wars 
among the poor—and possibly also among peo-
ples!


