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tion the “extraterrestrial imperative,” meaning that, 
fundamentally, manned space travel is the natural next 
level of civilization. These are matters that will not have 
immediate results; thus, for example, we still have tre-
mendous challenges to solve before we can colonize 
Mars. But if we decide to do this in this century—thus, 
in perhaps three or four generations—we must set the 
course for it now, thus defining the basic direction.

Then mankind would leave its present infantile 
stage, and one could say with certainty that human 

beings would no longer be spoiled little children carry-
ing out their irrational wishes in an infantile way, but 
were creative young adults, making mankind into what 
it should really be, namely creative individuals. And I 
believe that that is a goal that is absolutely worth fight-
ing for.

We are now at this watershed: a plunge into a dark 
age, or a new Renaissance, a new epoch of mankind. 
And I cordially want to invite everyone to work with us 
for this.

Krafft Ehricke’s Vision

The late Krafft Ehricke (1917-84), space scientist 
and passionate advocate for space exploration, sum-
marized his philosophy of astronautics in three laws 
(1957):

First Law. Nobody and nothing under the natural 
laws of this universe impose any limitations on man 
except man himself. Second Law. Not only the Earth, 
but the entire Solar System, and as much of the uni-
verse as he can reach under the laws of nature, are 
man’s rightful field of activity. Third Law. By expand-

ing through the universe, man fulfills his destiny as 
an element of life, endowed with the power of reason 
and the wisdom of the moral law within himself.

The first law is astronautics’ challenge to man to 
write his declaration of independence from a priori 
thinking, from uncritically accepted conditions, in 
other words, from a past and principally different 
pre-technological world clinging to him. This can be 
done. The Declaration of Independence and the Con-
stitution of this country prove it.

—Cited in Marsha Freeman, How We Got to the 
Moon: The Story of the German Space Pioneers 
(Washington, D.C., 21st Century Science Associ-
ates, 1993), p. 297.
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Painting of a nuclear freighter for industrialization of the Moon, by Krafft 
Ehricke.


