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adopted, that is, giving large plots of land to a few in-
vestors and companies. The land was turned green by 
planting fruit trees exclusively for export to Europe. 
The seeds come from Europe, and the fruit is sent to 
Europe; then the money is deposited in European banks. 
All this was taking place in a tube that connects the im-
porter and the exporter, with no result to the larger pop-
ulation.

This description is indeed over-simplified, I admit. 
Wheat and other crops were planted on some of the re-
claimed land, and there was some degree of benefit to 
the larger population. But at the end of the day, these 
new ranches were far from the picture drawn outside. 
The new land used minimum labor, but this could have 
been much more positive to the overall economy if it 
were regulated.

The agriculture problem in Egypt requires a sepa-
rate space to discuss, as it should be seen on different 
levels. The credit system, the irrigation technology, the 
availability of energy and transportation systems, and 
the type of ownership that exists now in the valley 
(which is based on owning small plots of land, hence 
preventing mass agriculture)—all these are issues to be 
looked at. But briefly, I think that while Dr. Wali’s ef-
forts were a positive step, it was emptied of any mean-
ingful content with the fever of free trade and free 
market.

The March Dialogue
Less than a month after the ouster of President 

Mubarak, reports surfaced that Saudi forces were pour-
ing huge amounts of money into Egypt, to build up Is-
lamic fundamentalism in order to destabilize the coun-
try and to attempt to prevent a true republican direction 
for Egypt. The Saudi funding is especially directed to 
the Egyptian Salafis, who have been identified in vio-
lence against the Coptic Christians. Asked about these 
developments in March 2011, here is the reply:

Egyptian: Under the category of fundamentalist or-
ganizations in Egypt, there are two main groups: the 
Muslim Brotherhood and the Salafi Group. The MB has 
been going through many internal pressures. On gen-
erational bases, it is divided into layers.

The first is the elders, who are now most of the mem-
bers of the leading bodies. These are the guys who lived 
through the years of Mehna, i.e., the Tribulation of the 
’60s. They are generally conservative and emphasize 
the Islamization of society versus participating in the 
political life of Egypt.

The second layer is what is usually described as the 
’70s generation. These constitute the middle cadre of 
the organization (though some of them reached a higher 
rank). They are usually educated, adopt a mixture of the 
old doctrine of the organization, and a more open view. 

Who Killed the Egyptian 
Dream?

The two interviews excerpted here were published 
by EIR, Jan. 25, 1983. The first quote is from Maher 
Abaza, Egypt’s then-Minister of Electricity, from an 
interview with EIR, conducted in Cairo, Dec. 17, 
1982:

“At the end of the century, hydropower will be 
the source of 10-15% of energy; 10-15% will be 
gas-powered stations; 15% will be coal-powered 
stations; and 15% will be diesel-powered stations. 
The rest, which is 40%, we expect to be nuclear 
power stations. We do not want to have all our 

eggs in one basket.”
Youssef Wali, Egypt’s Agriculture Minister at the 

time, was asked about Egypt’s plans for reclaiming 
the desert, and helping Sudan and all of Africa to 
develop agriculturally and into a “new Japan”:

“That’s right. It is along the same lines that your 
magazine has written in its recent cover story: 
‘Egypt’s Fight To Become the Japan of the Middle 
East.’ I agree with that concept. It is a very smart ap-
proach to take. We have to fight, though, to become 
the new Japan. It is not an easy game. Our transfor-
mation into a new Japan will not be served to us on a 
golden platter. We will have to work hard; we must 
be organized; we will have to avoid mismanage-
ment, to avoid corruption, to avoid miscommunica-
tion, to become the Japan of the Middle East. I agree 
100% with your vision.”


