
tion, is another step to make sure the American people learn
Documentation the truth.

That is the bottom line. We owe the truth not only to the
people we represent, we certainly owe it to our soldiers and
their families.Senate Dems Put Cheney, People with their lives on the line every single day for
this country deserve to know the truth. We’re going to comeWhite House, on Notice
before the American people today, and in the future, to make
certain that the truth is served.

Here are excerpts of the press conference by Senate Minority Senator Schumer: . . . [W]e are asking that the president
make a commitment that Scooter Libby not be pardoned forLeader Harry Reid (D-Nev.), Sen. Richard Durbin (D-Ill.),

and Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), which followed a closed a very simple reason: We want to make sure that he tells the
whole truth, and nothing but, with the prosecutors. We wantpolicy luncheon on Nov. 8, 2005.
to make sure that truth comes out.

And the letter that we have written makes one thing verySenator Reid: There’s a dark cloud hanging over the White
House. It’s really a storm cloud. clear: Being a high official in the White House should not

entitle you to a get-out-of-jail-free card. Plain and simple.The Vice President, who gets his authority from the Presi-
dent, sadly is in the middle of that storm. The issue here is very simple. We need to get to the bottom

of this. We believe that there is a whole lot more; whether thatThe manipulation of intelligence to sell the war in Iraq:
Vice President Cheney’s involved in that. meets a criminal standard or not is up to prosecutor Fitzgerald.

. . . And we defer to what he wants to do. But in order toThe White House energy policy that puts big oil ahead of
the American consumer: Vice President Cheney is behind make sure that the truth come out, all of it, the whole truth,

nothing but the truth, Scooter Libby should not be pardoned.that.
Leaking classified information to discredit White House We are also asking that the White House tell the American

people if there have been any discussions about pardon. Wecritics: the Vice President is behind that.
Halliburton, contracting abuse—the list goes on and it want a commitment that there be no pardon, but we want to

know if that has been discussed with Scooter Libby or anyonegoes on.
Certainly, America can do better than that. else as well.

Q: Can you talk about how your calls for investigationToday, in a letter, we’re calling on President Bush and
Vice President Cheney to send a clear message to everyone are different from the letter that Senator Frist and Speaker

Hastert sent today to . . . the chairman of the two committees.at the White House: Leaking our national security secrets is
a serious crime and should not be condoned. Reid: Well, let me say this. The first I heard about this

was just a few minutes ago. It’s my understanding that SenatorWe’re asking President Bush to avoid following in the
footsteps of his father, who pardoned six men—some were Frist and the speaker have called for a bicameral investigation

as to what went on with all these secret prisons, and whoconvicted, some were indicted in the Iran-Contra scandal.
We’re demanding President Bush make a commitment to leaked the information about the secret prisons, costing the

American people some $4 billion.the American people that he will not pardon Scooter Libby,
who was involved in this mess, nor will be pardon anyone This is kind of interesting. I have said on many occasions,

I’ll say again, this government has been in existence for 216involved in this mess.
Unless a pardon is ruled out by President Bush, the Ameri- years, and the Congress has worked very well over those years

because we’ve had something called congressional oversight.can people will certainly not learn the truth.
No one is above the law—Scooter Libby, Vice President If there’s a problem, we have the committees that are set

up. We have a chairman and we have a ranking member, andCheney, or President Bush. . . .
Senator Durbin: We stood before you a week ago, hav- they do investigations. It has not been done in this Administra-

tion, or rarely.ing made a motion for a closed session. The objective of that
motion was to make sure the American people knew the truth; So I would think, if the speaker and the majority leader in

the Senate are interested in this, they should join with us inthat we completed the investigation in the Senate Intelligence
Committee so that we could learn once and for all whether any getting to the bottom of what went on in bringing this country

to war.elected official, whether any member of this Administration,
misused intelligence information to lead the American people We already know that the aluminum tubes were a figment

of someone’s imagination. Yellowcake, secret training of ter-to believe we had no choice but to invade Iraq.
This letter that we’re sending today to the White House, rorists by the Iraqis, secret meetings in Europe, weapons of

mass destruction, was all manipulated, made up.making it clear that the President should not pardon Mr. Libby
or anyone else involved in the leaking of classified informa- So I would suggest that the speaker and the majority leader
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of the Senate join with us in finding out about that.
Q: Would you support this investigation into the leaks. . . .
Reid: My first response would be: Why don’t we have

the committees of jurisdiction take a look at it? Let them do
it first. This is only [a] play to the press; that’s all this is.

Sen. Harry ReidWe already have the structure set up to take a look at that.
singled out ViceI know it was embarrassing for the President to be in South
President Dick

America and have to respond to questions about American Cheney as being at
torturing prisoners. And he denied it, and I hope that it’s ac- the center of all the

problems nowcurate.
plaguing theBut I’m sure that’s an embarrassment to them. They’re
Administration, andtrying to change the direction of what’s going on here a little
called on President

bit. Bush to pledge not to
Reid: [In response to an off-mike question]. That there’s pardon anyone in his

Administration whono torture going on? Well, that’s why we have, going on right
may be guilty ofto our right here, an amendment that has been offered by
wrongdoing.

EIRNS/Stuart LewisSenator Levin to take a look by an independent, bipartisan
commission, a blue-ribbon commission, to find out what went
on, just in Iraq and around Afghanistan and a few other places,
as to . . . what took place regarding torture, terrorism, this perjury, I think certainly that he should come forward.

It’s what the American public needs. We have a Presidentprison investigation.
The Republicans have fought us every step of the way on who the American public simply have lost confidence in. This

would help restore some of that confidence, and I think that’sthis. I think we need to get to the bottom of it. The American
people deserve to know whether America, this country of good for all America.

Q: Senator Reid, you said no one is above the law, notours which stood above all other countries has—and we hope
continue, certainly, to stand above all countries as being a Libby, not Cheney. Do you have reason to believe the Vice

President in any way violated the law?protector of human rights, civil rights.
I would hope that we haven’t been involved in torture. Reid: . . . [T]he answer is no, I have no information. . . .

But all I know is that anything dealing with intelligence, lastBut that’s why we need Senator Levin’s investigation to go
forward. five years, has gone through the funnel that’s located at the

desk of the Vice President.Q: Senator, do you believe that the White House is about
to make a move to pardon Scooter Libby? Do you have reason We all know that . . . Senator Roberts hasn’t moved on

this for a number of reasons. But the most glaring reason isto believe that?
Reid: I know that about an hour ago, or whenever McClel- that the Vice President has not given him permission to go

ahead with the investigation that he committed to. . . .lan had his press briefing for the day, he refused to respond to
that question. He refused to respond to the question.

I think it speaks volumes. And it would be very simple
for the president to say, “I am not going to pardon Scooter Dems to Bush: No PardonsLibby or anyone else connected with the mess.”

Now remember, we have a moving target here. First of For ConvictedOfficials
all, the President said anyone involved with this will no longer
be in the White House. And then he changed, when he found

Here is the Nov. 8, 2005 letter to President Bush from SenateRove’s involvement, and I assume Libby’s involvement, he
knew by that time. He said, “I will get rid of them when they Democratic leaders Harry Reid (Nev.), Dick Durbin (Ill.),

Debbie Stabenow (Mich.), and Chuck Schumer (N.Y.).are convicted of a crime.”
We have a moving target here now.

Dear Mr. President:I think it would be really good for the White House, for
the country, if the President simply said, “I will not pardon The indictment of I. Lewis Libby, Vice President Dick

Cheney’s Chief of Staff, marks the first time in 131 years thatanyone involved in this mess,” and I used that word purposely.
Q: Mr. Leader, do you think that the President should be a senior White House official has been charged with a crime

while still serving in the White House. The charges, while noton record ahead of time saying who he may or may not pardon
in any case?. . . . yet proven, are extraordinarily serious and deeply disturbing.

Although it is too early to judge Mr. Libby guilty or inno-Reid: . . .When we have a special prosecutor who has
already, in his estimation, discovered obstruction of justice, cent of these particular charges, it is not too early for you to
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