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The Northern Command: 
Crossing the Rubicon 
by Lyndon H. LaRouche, Jr. 

May 17,2002 

The proposal for the probably unlawful, U.S. Army Northern 

Command (“USNORTHCOM”), when taken in its current 

strategic-policy-setting, is clearly a proposal to “cross the 

Rubicon,” a preparation to create a Caesarian military dicta- 
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“There is no stretching of the comparison in this choice of historic 
parallel for the currently pending adoption of USNORTHCOM.” 

Julius Caesar crosses the Rubicon River in 31 B.C., bringing his 
legions into Rome. 
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torship over both the North American continent and the Carib- 

bean, in imitation of the 49 B.C. action of Julius Caesar’s 

setting off that civil war among Roman military forces which 

led to 31 B.C. establishment of the Empire of Augustus Cae- 

sar. In today’s world, it is a preparation for the Pentagon to 

cross the Potomac one morning, to place the U.S. Attorney- 

General and his minions in power, reducing the President 

himself to a ceremonial, or even lesser figure in the configu- 

ration. 

1. The Roman Precedent 
There is no stretching of the comparison in this choice 

of an historic parallel for the currently pending adoption of 

USNORTHCOM. Following the 212 B.C. murder of Archi- 

medes, during the Roman conquest of the most powerful ob- 

stacle to them, in what is today’s southern Italy, the Roman 

legions conducted a rampage of military conquests and con- 

tinually aggravated looting throughout the Mediterranean lit- 

toral. 

During this period, through, and beyond the period of the 

attempted social reforms by the Gracchi, Italy underwent an 

accelerating change in its social character, paralleling the re- 

cent thirty-five-odd years transformation of the U.S., from its 

1861-1965 character as a producers’ society, to its post-1965 

shift into becoming an increasingly parasitical and decadent 

consumer society. Typical of the decadence of the Roman 

social order since the beginning of the Second Punic War, 

was the consolidation of the power of an emergent, new ruling 

class, one based on the combination of wealth and power 

acquired through looting abroad and the spread of slavery. 

Italy shifted into becoming a parasites’ economy, subsisting 

by looting conquered peoples, and maintaining political sup- 

port for the Roman regime at home through instruments of 
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moral, political, and economic decadence akin to the mass- 

media-entertainment culture of the U.S. today. The attempted 

reforms by the Gracchi, were the last significant effort to 

reverse the tide of decadence. 

The defeat of the Gracchi, through assassinations con- 

ducted by the so-called democratic party representing the Ro- 

man predator class, unleashed a succession of civil wars 

within the Roman military class. Cicero’s leadership against 

the Cataline conspiracy was the last significant effort to halt 

that process. Julius Caesar’s rise to power through the top- 

pling of Cicero, unleashed the process leading, through a con- 

stant state of civil warfare among Rome’s military command- 

ers, into Octavian’s seizure of power as Augustus Caesar. 

Amid this process, Julius Caesar’s crossing of the Rubicon 

had broken the barrier which had shielded the city of Rome 

itself from the direct, full force of Nazi-SS-style military dic- 

tatorship. 

The U.S. posse comitatus doctrine of law may be properly 

viewed as the U.S. government’s recognition of the danger of 

allowing the circumstances under which corrupt elements of 

the Federal government might act to established a military 

dictatorship in the U.S.A. To breach that posse comitatus rule, 

under the circumstances of presently rampant, rising, crisis- 

stricken decadence in the U.S ., is, in effect, to “cross the Ru- 

bicon.” 

Look at those present circumstances against an important 

lesson from the past. 

2. The Utopian Degeneracy of America 
1. Under the radiating influence of H.G. Wells (The Open 

Conspiracy) and Wells’ pact with Bertrand Russell, the 

idea of setting up a parody Roman-imperial style world 

government grew. From Wells’ first published proposal, 

in 1913, for the development and use of nuclear weapons 

to terrify nations into abandoning national sovereignty in 

favor of world government, and the subsequent notion of 

using air power, as in Wells’ fictional Things to Come, to 

deliver such weapons, a massive corruption spread among 

the English-speaking military and others. The dropping of 

two nuclear bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in 1945, 

gave impetus to the policy of “preventive nuclear war” 

(using air power) as set forth in Russell’s September 1946 

theses published in his lackey Leo Szilard’s The Bulletin 

of the Atomic Scientists. Around this idea, there grew 

up the phenomenon which President Dwight Eisenhower 

came to describe as a utopian “military-industrial com- 

plex.” What Eisenhower referenced thus, is a complex of 

foundations, universities, military circles, and corporate 

oligopolies of military-industrial concentration, around 

Russell’s 1938-founded Unification of the Sciences 

project. 

2. Around these utopian conceptions, and figures such as 

John J. McCloy, Leo Szilard, and Harvard’s “Old Fagin,” 

Professor William Yandell Elliott, and the pack of “Artful 

Dodgers” typified by Zbigniew Brzezinski, Samuel P. 
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Huntington, and Henry A. Kissinger, the rising tide of 

utopians projected a new style in military forces, and in 

warfare, modelled upon the twin precedents of the Roman 

imperial legions and the Nazi international Waffen-SS. 

Thus, we have seen protracted warfare, like that of deca- 

dent ancient Rome in post-MacArthur Korea and in post- 

Eisenhower, and post-Kennedy Indo-China. Post-Eisen- 

hower détente, as associated with McCloy, Kissinger, et 

al., typifies the institutionalization of a permanent state of 

warfare akin to practice under the Roman imperial legions. 

  

  

‘Bolton Threatens to Satisfy 
All the Whores of Havana’ 

This statement was released on May 13 by the 

LaRouche in 2004 Presidential campaign committee. 

There has been much ado about the recent statements 

of Undersecretary of State John Bolton, where he an- 

nounced that the U.S. government was adding three 

more countries to President Bush's already unfortunate 

definition of a purported “Axis of Evil.” U.S. Presiden- 

tial pre-candidate Lyndon LaRouche today offered a 

typically LaRouchean comment, in reaction to hearing 

news of Cuban President Fidel Castro’s response to 

Bolton’s inclusion of Cuba in the newly expanded 

“Axis.” 

The background to the story is the following. 

On May 6, Bolton had told a Heritage Foundation 

audience in Washington, D.C. that “for four decades, 

Cuba has maintained a well-developed and sophisti- 

cated biomedical industry, supported until 1990 by the 

Soviet Union. This industry is one of the most advanced 

in Latin America and leads in the production of pharma- 

ceuticals and vaccines that are sold worldwide. Ana- 

lysts and Cuban defectors have long cast suspicion on 

the activities conducted in these biomedical facilities.” 

In his public response, Castro called Bolton a liar, 

reported on the achievements of Cuban medicine, and 

said the country’s laboratories were open to the world. 

To all of which LaRouche responded: “Bolton’s 

remarks are foolish atbest. Even if there had been merits 

to aspects of his charges, it is not useful to get the U.S. 

involved in yet another situation it can’t handle. Bolton 

reminds me of the typical American who would travel 

to Cuba in the pre-Castro days, proceed to get royally 

drunk, and then loudly threaten to satisfy all of the 

whores of Havana. It’s this kind of typical ‘gringo’ 

attitude that gives a dirty name to being a gringo Ameri- 

can, if Bolton didn’t have it already.”     
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3. Following the globally turbulent, 1961-1964, initial phase 

of post-Eisenhower unleashing of the utopian policy, the 

recent thirty-eight years have been dominated by an inten- 

tional transformation of the U.S. and its allied partners 

from the successful, 1945-1965 interval of post-war eco- 

nomic reconstruction as a producer society, into the in- 

creasing, 1966-2002 decadence of a presently doomed 

form of consumer society. 

4. Just as the increasing decadence of the Roman citizen, 

under the rule of the new wealthy class, made possible 

the citizen’s corrupted submission to the conditions fol- 

lowing the Second Punic War, so the irrationality of a so- 

called “post-industrial,” consumer society, has introduced 

the same descent into ever-deeper decadence which has 

afflicted the populations of Europe, the Americas, and 

Japan, most notably, over the course of the 1966-2002 in- 

terval. 

5. A qualitative up-shift in the implementation of this post- 

1965 pattern of decadence, was unleashed during the inter- 

val of the 1989-1991 collapse of the Soviet system. The 

English-speaking utopian leadership took that change as 

the occasion for lurching toward the foreseeable establish- 

ment of an English-speaking, global parody of a Roman 

Empire, a process called “globalization” in a post-nation- 

state world. In mimickry of ancient imperial Rome, these 

utopians intend to use a new type of professional military 

force, modelled in fact upon the Nazi international Waf- 

fen-SS, as an instrument of perpetual warfare deployed, 

under the cover of utopian modes of air-power, on a 

global scale. 

3. ‘Eripme’ Is Empire Written Backwards 
It is typical of today’s Wall Street and Federal Reserve 

System, that they forecast backwards. The glory of U.S. 

power toward which they yearn, is the glory we enjoyed in 

the past, during and immediately following World War II. In 

their dreams, they look backwards, and call it the future. These 

are the augurs of the “No Future” society, are viewing the 

prospect before their backward eyes from their perch at the 

brink of doom. The economic system on which they perch 

is doomed. 

That is not to suggest that the nation, or civilization gener- 

ally is necessarily doomed. It is the utopians’ monetary-fi- 

nancial system which is doomed. Under new leadership, com- 

parable, more or less, to what President Franklin Roosevelt 

symbolizes, the economy and the nations could recover, 

through a process of reconstruction, to prosperity and safety. 

The utopians’ system could not survive. The danger is, that 

they might have sufficient power to take rest of the world 

down with them. The USNORTHCOM proposal expresses 

the intention to bring about, in fact, exactly such doom for 

this nation ad much of the rest of the world, if not all, besides. 

Today’s utopian “Miniver Cheevy’s” have arrived on the 

stage of current history, much, much too late. 
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Lieberman’s Alliance 

With McCain Is Alliance 

With the Desert Mob 

by Edward Spannaus 

The key to Senator Joe Lieberman’s efforts to destroy the 

Democratic Party, is his alliance with some of the most cor- 

rupt elements in the Republican Party, grouped around Sen. 

John McCain of Arizona. 

Shortly after Senator James Jeffords of Vermont left the 

Republican Party in May of 2001, giving the Democrats con- 

trol of the Senate, the Democratic Party leadership made it 

clear that they were not going to do anything to reassert the 

Party’s FDR tradition. Early in June, new Senate Majority 

Leader Tom Daschle went to Arizona to meet with “maver- 

ick” Republican John McCain, reportedly to discuss the pos- 

sibility of McCain switching parties. Bruce Reed, the head of 

the Democratic Leadership Council (DLC), which represents 

the alliance of Al Gore, Lieberman and Wall Street financiers, 

was also in on the Daschle-McCain meeting. However, it is 

clear that McCain never had any intentions of throwing away 

his political leverage over President Bush by switching par- 

ties; and soon thereafter, McCain launched his “Bull Moose” 

initiative — a “progressive reformer” on domestic issues, and 

a warhawk on foreign policy. 

The turning point in the degeneration of the Democratic 

Party came a month later, when Senator Joseph Lieberman 

made a secret pilgrimage to Arizona, to meet with McCain 

over the July 4 weekend. There, the McCain-DLC dirty deal 

was cemented; its first manifestation was the expanded spon- 

sorship of the McCain-Lieberman campaign finance reform 

bill. McCain and Lieberman have been a twosome for some 

time, including their joint appearance at the annual 

Wehrkunde international security conference in Munich, 

Germany on Feb. 1-3 of this year, which they helped to turn 

into a platform for pushing a Middle East war, targetting Iraq, 

Iran, and even longtime U.S. ally Saudi Arabia. McCain and 

Lieberman were particularly rabid, in demanding the immedi- 

ate military elimination of Saddam Hussein. 

Back in Washington on Feb. 14, McCain showed up at 

the DLC’s think-tank, the Progressive Policy Institute. Mc- 

Cain and Lieberman became co-sponsors of a petition for the 

creation of a Congressional panel to probe the intelligence 

failures of Sept. 11 — widely understood to be a drive to purge 

current CIA Director George Tenet and install a replacement, 
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