
Profile: Leon Fuerth

Is Gore’s ‘mind-meld’
the Mossad’s ‘Mega’?
by Jeffrey Steinberg

Leon Fuerth bristles at the suggestion that he has been the
source of high-level White House national security leaks to
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, thereby en-
abling the Greater Israel hawk to persistently sabotage the
Middle East peace process. “Ridiculous,” he told the Wash-
ington Post’s Thomas Lippman, during a rare interview, pub-
lished on June 16, 1998.

Fuerth had good reason to, in Lippman’s words, “sputter
with anger” at the charges, emanating from the State Depart-
ment. As Vice President Albert Gore, Jr.’s foreign and na-
tional security policy chief, as the only non-Cabinet member
of the powerful Principals Committee, and as the Clinton
administration’s number-one war hawk, Fuerth is unques-
tionably aware of the FBI’s two-year hunt for an Israeli mole
in the White House who is code-named “Mega.”

In January 1997, the National Security Agency (NSA)
intercepted a phone conversation between a Mossad agent at
the Israeli Embassy in Washington and the then-Mossad boss,
Danny Yatom, in Tel Aviv, in which the field agent sought
permission to ask “Mega” to obtain a particularly sensitive
diplomatic communiqué between Secretary of State Warren
Christopher and Palestinian Authority President Yasser Ara-
fat. The Mossad chief angrily reprimanded his agent, as well
as the Israeli ambassador in D.C., for raising the Mega matter.
Mega’s job was to steer Clinton White House policy in sup-
port of Israeli national interests—not to steal documents or
carry out other lesser tasks.

Last year, one well-placed U.S. intelligence source told
EIR that the hunt for Mega was still ongoing, and that it had
been determined that the mole was in the office of Vice Presi-
dent Gore—not on President Clinton’s staff.

Shadow warrior
Whether or not the Mega probe leads to Fuerth’s door, the

Veep’s longest-serving aide, the man who has been described
as Al Gore’s “mind-meld,” is shrouded in mystery—a mys-
tery sure to generate a good deal of media attention as Gore
cranks up his 2000 Presidential campaign.

Maybe his fears of exposure are the subliminal message
behind Fuerth’s odd reply to a reporter, who asked him about
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Leon Fuerth, the biggest pro-Israel hawk in the administration and
national security adviser to Vice President Gore, wakes up at night
saying to himself, “They’re going to find out about me!”

his influence in the White House: “Do you ever wake up at
night saying, ‘They’re going to find out about me? I’ll be
exposed as a complete fraud?’ ”

These nightmares aside, Fuerth’s name surfaces as a fu-
ture National Security Adviser, or, perhaps even Director of
Central Intelligence, should Gore be installed in the Oval
Office, through insurrection or election.

Yet, according to a wide range of Washington policymak-
ers interviewed by EIR, by the Washington Post, and even by
the fanatically pro-Gore New Republic, Fuerth has gone out
of his way, throughout his 30-year career in government, to
shun public attention, almost to a point of obsession.

After a three-year stint as a second lieutenant in the U.S.
Air Force, where he was assigned to intelligence work at
Keesler Air Force Base in Mississippi, Fuerth briefly returned
to New York University, where he enrolled in a Ph.D. pro-
gram in Russian diplomatic history, a program which he never
completed. By 1968, he was in Washington, as a Foreign
Service Officer, assigned to the State Department’s Bureau
of Intelligence and Research (INR). He did one brief overseas
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