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Andean Report by Alejandro Peiia Esclusa 

Chavez: 'I love Mao and Che' 

Venezuela's Colonel Chavez explains his love of Mao and Che 
Guevara, and dislike of LaRouche and Seineldin. 

In a stopover in Argentina during a 
tour of South America in September, 
the jacobin Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez 
(ret.) of Venezuela, famous for head
ing up an unsuccessful coup attempt 
in February 1992, granted an inter
view to the Argentine magazine Gen
te, in which he really let his hair down. 
"I have read a great deal of Che Guev
ara and of Mao Zedong. I deeply ad
mire Che," he confessed. Chavez 
went out of his way to emphasize his 
links to the ongoing narco-terrorist in
surgency in Chiapas, Mexico: "I take 
this opportunity to send an embrace 
of solidarity to the Zapatista National 
Liberation Army, with which I plan to 
meet shortly. " 

Chavez's late September tour of a 
half-dozen Ibero-American countries 
was purportedly to make "contacts 
with progressive and military sectors" 
and to analyze "the new role the armed 
forces" should play. Chavez's defini
tion of "progressive" is apparently 
Maoist, Castroite, Zapatista, and all 
other current forms of narco-terror
ism. And behind such contacts is an 
effort to undermine the influence of 
Lyndon LaRouche among nationalist 
military circles in Ibero-America, and 
those patriots who have publicly asso
ciated themselves with LaRouche, 
such as Argentine Col. Mohamed Ali 
Seineldin (ret.), the hero of the Malvi
nas War. 

In his Gente interview, Chavez 
could hardly contain his visceral re
sponse. Asked if he was linked to the 
carapintada international, a refer
ence to a nationalist military alliance 
associated with the name of the jailed 
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Seineldin, Chavez exploded that this 
was "a total lie. " He added, moreover, 
that Colonel Seineldin's group "ap
pears to be related to a certain 
LaRouche and a magazine called Ex
ecutive Intelligence Review, and we 
want nothing to do with them. They 
are fundamentalists and we are not. " 

According to the Argentine daily 
Ellnformador Publico on Sept. 30, 
Chavez denied to reporters any 
involvement with the narco-terrorist 
international organization known as 
the Sao Paulo Forum. But his own 
statements demonstrate precisely the 
opposite. 

On Sept. 29, the Buenos Aires 
newspaper Pagina 12 reported that 
during his tour, Chavez praised Fidel 
Castro as "a symbol of dignity for Lat
in America." This is not the first time 
he has done so. In an interview with 
the Caracas paper Ultimas Noticias 
earlier this year, Chavez praised the 
Cuban dictator effusively, knowing 
full well that Castro is the creator of 
the Sao Paulo Forum. 

Chavez assured Pagina 12 that, 
had his coup attempt of Feb. 4, 1992 
succeeded, he would have ruled to
gether with the Radical Cause 
(Causa R) party, a full-blown mem
ber of the Sao Paulo Forum. Radical 
Cause's secretary general, Deputy 
Pablo Medina, is currently facing a 
trial by military court for links to a 
theft of military weapons and for hav
ing "offended" the national Armed 
Forces, a violation of the Venezuelan 
Constitution. Radical Cause, ac
cording to several denunciations pub
lished in the Venezuelan media, re-

ceives financing from such suspect 
bankers as Gustavo Cisneros and Or
lando Castro. It also receives the pro
tection of certaiQ U.S. State Depart
ment officials in Washington, where 
Medina goes Jhenever he has a 
problem. 

Another PmWse of Chavez's trip, 
was apparently tei) look into privatiza
tion programs sppnsored by the Inter
national Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
Ibero-America. According to the Ar
gentine magazine Prisma on Oct. 2, 
"Chavez was in Buenos Aires to study 
the oil privatizaqon and to speak with 
Argentine companies from that sec
tor. " The daily C �ar{n on Sept. 27 stat
ed that Chavez held "important meet
ings with ind�viduals who have 
worked on privatization plans and on 
social aspects." IP Chile, he also stud
ied that country�s privatization of its 
social security system, one of the 
IMF's proudest achievements on the 
continent. 

Chavez also 'proposed, according 
to Agence France Presse news ser
vice, that "we must put an end to the 
pendular movelIlFnts to which the mil
itaries have beeq subjected during the 
past two decades, during which they 
either served as a base of support for 
dictators or, on the contrary, were of
ficial eunuchs . .  ' . .  It is time to find 
a point of balance between the two 
extremes and toiassign a new role to 
the armed forces on the subcon-
tinent." , 

What is the new military Chavez 
is looking for? lHe tells us: General 
Liber Seregni, a Marxist-Leninist and 
former presidential candidate of Uru
guay's leftist Brbad Front-"who we 
greatly love and admire"-is the "new 
kind of military we want in Latin 
America." 

In other words, what Chavez 
wants for Ibe�o-America's armed 
forces is to tum, them into the armed 
wing of Castro'� Sao Paulo Forum. 
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