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Report from Bonn by Rainer Apel 

Battle is joined for nuclear power 
To counter recent victories for the pro-nuclear forces, radical 

ecologists are threatening a new upsurge of violence. 

Should the l6-year administrative 
blockade of nuclear power projects 
not be lifted in the near future, the 
Germans might one day, not so far 
into the next century, find themselves 
having to knock on Asian doors to get 
their nuclear facilities repaired, for 
they will no longer have the specialists 
to do the job. 

This warning, coming from a se
nior member of a Frankfurt-based en
gineering firm at a nuclear policy sem
inar of the Evangelical Academy at 
Loccum at the end of June, seems to 
have been heard by the judges of the 
Supreme Administrative Court in Ber
lin, who ruled on Aug. 9 that three 
challenges by ecologists against the 
new nuclear fuels plant at Hanau, in 
the state of Hesse , are to be dismissed, 
and that the project is legal. Pending 
six other minor legal challenges, the 
plant, which is operated by the Sie
mens Corp., can now be completed so 
that it can go into production of fuel 
elements from plutonium for Germa
ny's 22 nuclear power plants. The Ha
nau site is the only one of its kind in 
Germany and one of only six in the 
world. 

The court ruling, a key victory in 
a years-long battle between ecologists 
and the nuclear industry, can become 
a vital step toward lifting the technolo
gy blockade which the country's poli
ticians imposed in 1978, at the peak 
of violent protests against the nuclear 
power sector. No new atomic power 
plant has been authorized since. 

There are certain indicators that 
the political environment in Germany 
is changing, making possible a return 
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to the pro-technology impulse that se
cured the country a place among the 
most developed of the industrial na
tions. 

On July 21, the state government 
of Bavaria published its new medium
term investment program, which will 
provide 3 billion deutschemarks ($1.9 
billion) for projects in the nuclear and 
other engineering sectors of that state. 
Most important is the Bavarian deci
sion to fund the planned new nuclear 
research reactor at Garching, a "neu
tron source device," with DM 450 
million-the largest single item in the 
state budget for science and technolo
gy. This Bavarian funding goes un
matched in the rest of Germany. 

Another DM 300 million will be 
spent to fund a number of regional en
gineering colleges which Bavarian 
Gov. Edmund Stoiber said are an "ab
solute must for a high-tech state like 
Bavaria that has an interest in playing 
a role in the next century." 

Stoiber called the planned nuclear 
research reactor "an indispensable 
precondition of any future top-level 
productivity in science and technolo
gy," and announced that the Bavarian 
state will also create special "technol
ogy transfer centers" to speed up the 
application of new technologies to the 
industrial production process. 

Another important development 
was an advertisement recently pub
lished in the country's big news dai
lies by all the mayors of municipalities 
that are sites of nuclear power facili
ties. An ad like that, endorsing nucle
ar technology, would not have been 
possible in recent years, given the 

anti-nuclear climlUe. 
On the other Side, however, there 

has been a revival of rabid ecologism 
that would empl9Y violence to stop 
nuclear projects. This can be observed 
in the protests at the planned nuclear 
waste dump at GQrleben, where activ
ists have bloc�ed roads, sawed 
through railroad tracks, and damaged 
electrical transmission towers. 

The left-wing opposition Social 
Democrats (SPD) are joining this pro
paganda campaigp, in an effort to sell 
their lackluster cIltancellor candidate, 
Rudolf Scharping, as the "alternative 
to Helmut Kohl" �n the October elec
tions. The SPD' s left wants a coalition 
with the Greens after the elections, but 
ecologism and r�ical "anti-fascism" 
in the party's caJlnpaign alone won't 
yield a majority irl the parliament. The 
"red-green" alli�ce needs a third 
partner, and the only one that comes 
to mind is the P!dy of Democratic So
cialism (PDS) , formerly the ruling 
East German SQcialist Unity Party 
(SED). The PD$ is continuing the 
SED's policy of fpmenting ecologism 
in western Germany to weaken the 
system there; it is strong in the five 
eastern states of !Germany, where it 
controls 20% of the vote-not an in
significant factor for the October elec
tions. 

A "red-greeJil-red" alliance al
ready exists in �e eastern state of 
Saxe-Anhalt, where the SPD and 
Greens didn't re�eive a majority of 
votes in the June 12 elections for state 
parliament, and had to rely on the 
votes of the PDS Ito be able to form a 
minority government. The PDS ele
ment "outside" die coalition is strong 
enough, however, to reinforce the 
radical ecologists in the SPD of that 
state; that policy is already having its 
first results in sta�ments by the Saxe
Anhalt government, that it wants to 
block all big infrastructure projects for 
ecological reasons. 
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