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Andean Report by Carlos Mendez 

Clamor grows for CAP's resignation 

The Venezuelan President is confronted with accusations of 

corruption, by a populace fed up with his economic policies. 

A recent series of events has put 
Venezuelan President Carlos Andres 
Perez (known as CAP) on the same 
path as Brazilian President Fernando 
Collor de Melo: toward unem
ployment. 

Perez turned a blind eye to the 
causes behind the caracazo of Febru
ary 1989, when the citizenry rose up 
against the austerity measures im
posed by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). He chose to ignore what 
was behind the attempted coup d'etat 
in February of this year. He has not 
lifted a finger, either to provide some 
relief to his countrymen from the bru
tal austerity measures, or to put an end 
to the rampant political and govern
ment corruption. On the contrary, he 
has aggravated them. 

Every day there are increasing de
mands that he resign as President of 
Venezuela. On Sept. 17, all the Caracas 
newspapers published a call from 49 
high-ranking officers of the Armed 
Forces, addressed to ''the 49 senators of 
the republic," urging that CAP's term 
be cut short, or the country would risk 
"a civil war." This ultimatum, as the 
politicians called it, signaled the grave 
situation within the Armed Forces, 
which is reflected in the ever more fre
quent reports of insubordination, arms 

theft, desertion, and even skirmishes, 
from garrisons all over the country. 

Sept. 17 was also the date that the 
popular mobilization against Perez re
sumed. One student in Maracay died, 
shot by the National Guard. That same 
evening, there was a cacerolazo, the 
noisy banging of pots and pans to 
demonstrate discontent, to which the 
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government responded with threats, 
censorship of the communications 
media, militarization of some zones 
of the city of Caracas, and by shooting 
at the buildings where pans were be
ing banged. 

Perez is now also facing the possi
bility of various criminal proceedings 
against him. Congressman Enrique 
Ochoa Antich has just requested that 
Venezuela's prosecutor general bring 
Perez to trial for "criminal conspira
cy," "human rights violations," and 
"illicit enrichment," among other 
charges. There exists ample proof to 
support the charges, and, in particu
lar, that money was channeled to his 
"other woman," Cecilia Matos. 

The President is also accused of 
"influence peddling," pointing to his 
close links with wealthy banker Pedro 
Tinoco, who, as president of the Ven
ezuelan central bank, strongly pro
moted the interests of his own Banco 
Latino. 

According to the dailies EI Nacio

nal and EI Nuevo Pais of Aug. 24, 
Congressmen Jose Antonio Martinez 
and Fernando Alvarez Paz were seek
ing yet another criminal investigation 
of Cecilia Matos, in order to deter
mine the source of her wealth. The 
parliamentarians are requesting that a 
criminal court open an investigation 
based on the many reports of criminal 
activity on the part of Matos that have 
been presented to the media by a lead
er of the President's own Democratic 
Action party, Gustavo Orlando Lo
pez. He has accused Matos of using 
her relationship with President Perez 
to enrich herself. 

Martinez claims that Matos went 
from being Perez's private secretary, 
before his first administration, to be
ing the owner of apartments in New 
York, mansions in Caracas, and sum
mer hOll).es. Moreover, he says, 
Matos intervened to have government 
contracts flwarded to arms merchants 
Orlando <;Jarcia (ex-chief of security 
for Pere� and Gardenia Martinez. 
There are' arrest warrants out against 
the two. 

According to the press, the leader 
of the M�vement Toward Socialism 
(MAS) in Tachira, Elbano Carrillo, 
is reques.ing that the Fifth Criminal 
Court in tbe city of San Cristobal carry 
out an investigation of Matos, regard
ing the fipancing of a museum hon
oring pe1fz. One court has subpoe
naed Mat"s' s tax returns. 

Yet ai)other proceeding under way 
is the Culntrera case, which touches 
not only l>erez, but other prominent 
members lof the Venezuelan political 
elite. On Sept. 11, the government an
nounced that it was revoking the Ven
ezuelan citizenship of Pascuale Cun
trera, and that it was deporting the 
brothers lfaolo and Gaspare Cuntrera, 
Italians "1ho are naturalized Canadian 
citizens. ;fhe Cuntrera brothers had 
been sought by the Italian government 
in connedtion with the investigations 
of the retent assassination of Judge 
Giovanni!Falcone. 

Since11983, there had been out
standing 4uTest warrants against them 
by the Rome police for drug traf
ficking. 

On St;pt. 18, Perez told journalists 
that the <;:untrera brothers "were not 
carrying 9ut criminal activities in the 
country. It was because of the persis
tence of fnY gov�rnment that people 
who came and went because they had 
been given residence here, were de
tained. BOt they did not carry out any 
criminal activity here, although they 
did do solin the rest of the world." 
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