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Book Reviews 

Tasteless jingoism 
does not help vets 
by Katherine R. Notley 

Triumph in the Desert: The Challenge, The 
Fighting, The Legacy 
Text by Peter David 
Random House. New York. 1991 
209 pages. hardbound. $25 

This book makes much use of Americans' emotional turmoil 

about Vietnam and its sequelae to drown out any rational 

effort to resolve it, by celebrating a murderous orgy. (One 

colleague commented about the book's title: " 'The chal

lenge, the fighting, the legacy'! What about the video game, 

the T-shirt, and the lunch box?") To make matters worse, the 

"coffee table" display book advertises that 50% of its net 

proceeds "will go directly to the American Red Cross Gulf 

Crisis Fund." 

So, we have our "feel good war" and can relive it "feeling 

good" that we are contributing to some "crisis fund." What 

is this crisis fund? Included in the book's press packet, a 

release from the Red Cross quotes military and social services 

chairman, Weenonah Bayer, that the Gulf Crisis Fund will 

help "sponsor workshops to help husbands and wives learn 

to reestablish intimacy; cope with new parenthood; and, just 

help families get on with their lives by getting back into 

a routine." This while Iraqi children undergo amputations 

without benefit of anesthesia. The American Red Cross, 

which acknowledged having raised at least $14 million for 

the crisis fund, could not tell this reporter how much was 

spent relieving the suffering of Iraqi children. 

Not a penny of U.S. funding has gone to relieve the 

disease and starvation that attended the war, from the mo

ment Filipinos, Bangladeshis, Indians, Palestinians, Paki

stanis, and others crowded the Jordanian desert because their 

Kuwaiti employers had fled to the nightclubs of Cairo; up to 

the present, when the "bomb now, die later" policy will cost 

Iraq an additional 170,000 childhood deaths from cholera, 

typhoid, and starvation this year alone. 

At a June 13-15 Commission of Inquiry into Allied War 

Crimes held in Brussels, a Radio Television Belgium report-
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Mockery of veterans 
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