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Dr. Mohammad A. Toor

The World Needs the New Belt and Road
Model of Economic Development

This is the edited transcript of
the presentation of Dr. Mohammad
A. Toor to Panel 3, “End the Casi-
no Economy Before It’s Too Late,”
of the Schiller Institute’s April 15-
16 Conference, “Without the Deve-
lopment of All Nations, There Can
Be No Lasting Peace for the Plan-
et.” Dr. Toor is the chairman of the
Pakistani American Congress.

A subhead has been added.

Hello, I am Dr. Mohammad A.
Toor, chairman of the Pakistani
American Congress, registered in
the United States for the last three decades. I am very
glad to address the Schiller Institute Conference on the
question of reorganizing the world economy for peace
through development, instead of destroying nations and
preventing development in order to maintain a bank-
rupt casino economy of financial speculation, where a
handful of wealthy elites become rich by keeping other
nations poor.

I have seen the war of Pakistan and India in 1965
when I was a medical student in Multan, Pakistan. The
last time when India and Pakistan were at war, it lasted
only 17 days, and both countries had devastating finan-
cial challenges following that 17 days’ war. The prob-
lem 1is that Pakistan thinks India wants to eliminate it,
while India thinks that Pakistan wants to destroy it.
Wouldn’t it be better that we could cooperate together
as good neighbors, like the United States and Canada,
on building up economic development for the mutual
benefit of both countries—India and Pakistan—the
United States, and the world? It would benefit all the
countries.

Therefore, a new model of economic
development has been created by China in the form
of the Belt and Road Initiative, which includes the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. This promises
the economic development of entire regions of the
world with new infrastructure. It [the corridor] will
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cost $60 billion.

Infrastructure includes trans-
portation and water projects, and
other industrial complexes along
the Belt and Road. People will
start to live a more prosperous life
with help from this infrastructure
development completion. There
will be water projects so that
affordable electricity and power
can be produced to light up each
and every part of Pakistan. The era
of keeping nations backward and
poor, as colonies simply producing
raw materials and cheap goods for
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others, is over!

Work with China—Not the IMF!

Pakistan has economic needs which are rather
enormous. With the Western economic model having
literally failed at the present time, our economy is in
financial distress, and we have been in discussions
for a long time with the IMF. Pakistan is facing it as
we speak. The IMF has not sanctioned and signed
the final document to make the monies available, to
obtain loans to function. Negotiations are underway
and hopefully it will be accomplished in a matter of
weeks.

We think the IMF should not prevent us from ne-
gotiating with China for more funds for functioning
and development. If the money is not used to allow
nations to develop, to become more productive, then
how could such loans ever be paid—and ... loans of
the IMF usually get paid in full. The money simply
makes nations more indebted and poor.

China is providing now $400 billion to Iran to de-
velop, and is planning to develop Afghanistan on the
way. The ports will be upgraded in Iran, and of course,
Pakistan’s port, the best, perhaps the deepest, is already
functional and open. So the economic potential devel-
opment is the future, and not necessarily relying on the
IMF model at all.
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This is why my friend, Anwar Ibrahim, the Prime
Minister of Malaysia, has called for an Asian Monetary
Fund to cooperate with China.

Every nation needs funds to develop; not simply
money, but funds to build modern railroads, water proj-
ects, and electricity to be modern prosperous econo-
mies. This is the new model for development, so as to
end poverty, as opposed to a casino economy, which is
designed to keep people poor. Pakistan certainly needs
massive development.

The United States once led the world in promot-
ing development, in the *60s, possibly the *70s, but

not for the last almost 40 years. Now it has been pro-
moting war with Russia and China to stop this new
model of development. This policy is suicidal for my
own United States, where I am a citizen, and I would
like to see the United States return to its former poli-
cy of being an industrial power, helping other nations
to develop, instead of imitating the British Empire
trying to maintain the rest of the world as colonies.
The U.S. must work with China to rebuild its own
collapsed industrial economy, and that is the only
policy which would give the once strong dollar any
value at all.
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The Great Stone in the New Silk Road

This is the edited transcript of
the presentation by Simon Miller
to Panel 3, “End the Casino
Economy Before Its Too Late,”
of the April 15-16, 2023 Schiller
Institute Conference, “Without the
Development of All Nations, There
Can Be No Lasting Peace for the
Planet.” Mr. Miller, in the United
States, is a member of the LaRouche
Youth Movement. Watch the entire
conference here.

In February 1984, after returning
from a visit to several Special Eco-
nomic Zones, Deng Xiaoping, General Secretary of the
Chinese Communist Party, made the following remarks
in regard to the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone: “I
was impressed by the prosperity of the Shenzhen Spe-
cial Economic Zone during my stay. The pace of con-
struction there is rapid. It doesn’t take long to erect a tall
building; the workers complete a story in a couple of
days.” There is no doubt that the unrivaled efficiency
and integration found in Special Economic Zones has
been a key contributor to China’s success in economic
development. But as General Secretary Xi Jinping has
said, “A single flower does not make Spring, while one
hundred flowers in full bloom bring Spring to the
garden.”

It is with this intention, to bring Spring to the
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many gardens of the world, that
China expanded their policy,
opening Special Economic Zones
around the world as points of
multilateral cooperation through
which development can bloom.
One of these Zones, the Great
Stone Industrial Park near Minsk,
Belarus, has already begun to bloom
vibrantly.

Xi Jinping has repeatedly called
Great Stone, “The Pearl of the
New Silk Road,” and President
Aleksander Lukashenko of Belarus
has praised the park for its “special
financial conditions, developed infrastructure, logistics
and geographical location.” Furthermore, Lukashenko
has stated, “The park offers big preferences. We set
up this park with a purpose to attract cutting-edge
technologies to the country. We will teach our people
to work with these technologies. And the experience
of the park in industrial spheres will benefit Belarus.”

Planning for a joint industrial venture between
China and Belarus began in 2010. Using the Suzhou
Industrial Park as a rough model, construction at
Great Stone began in 2015. By 2018, the eight resident
businesses that operated there paid $17 million in annual
taxes and created 5,000 new manufacturing jobs in
Belarus, according to China’s Ministry of Commerce.
Now the park has over 100 operating businesses, and
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