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The Plenary Session of the Schiller Institute’s April 
9, 2022 conference, “Establish a New Security and De-
velopment Architecture for all Nations,” began with re-
marks from the late economist and statesman Lyndon 
LaRouche, known throughout the world for his unique 
ability to speak to all people about those values and 
ideas that unite us all. This is the edited transcript of 
excerpts from a speech Mr. LaRouche gave in 2003 to a 
conference in New York City devoted to world educa-
tion, with a specific emphasis on Pakistan.

If you look around the world today, you have two pic-
tures, one, a fearful one, the spread of war, the threat of 
war, terror. On the other hand, in Asia in particular, Eur-
asia in general, there’s a new movement, a new coopera-
tion among the nations of Asia, steps toward coopera-
tion: Pakistan, India, China, Southeast Asia, Iran, nations 
of central Asia, Russia, moving toward Europe. The 
world is in great crisis, great economic crisis. The finan-
cial system is in danger of collapse, and will collapse. 
But we can fix that. Governments have the power to fix 
those kinds of problems, and life will go on. The prob-
lem, above all, is the mind of the people of the world.

And is the case of Pakistan, as you have empha-
sized with your program, the support of education 
program; the problem is—look at the faces of the poor 
of the world, not only in Pakistan, but the poor of In-
dia, the poor of Southeast Asia. And you look at the 
eyes of poverty, or poverty in Africa. What do you 
see? You see a mind which is a human mind, which is 
capable of doing everything every other human mind 
can do in general. But you see that the lack of educa-
tion, the lack of hope, the lack of connection, is like 
a prison. It is not only a prison in denying them the 
knowledge they need to have the skills to produce, 
but it’s a psychological prison, a spiritual prison. They 
don’t know the world in which they live. The world in 
which they live in the large is a stranger; it’s a fright-
ening stranger.

And so therefore, when it comes to the kind of 
project with which you are concerned here tonight, the 
project of education for the poor, especially of Paki-
stan, who otherwise would not have the education that 

you’re working to provide for them. The spiritual goal 
is almost as important, or maybe more important, than 
the economic goal. 

I know that in the period of World War II, when 
the United States had gone through a great period of 
pessimism, in the 1920s and the early 1930s, we began 
to come out of that pessimism during the period of the 
1930s and the war. We were able to meet the challenge 
of war, and the challenge and the hope of peace which 
Roosevelt represented, because there was optimism in 
the people. I saw things happen in wartime, under war-
time conditions, which expressed optimism, optimism. 
People would do what they thought was impossible, 
because they were optimistic. And the function I think 
of education, especially education in poor countries, is 
to give the child the basis for belief in optimism, for the 
belief we can do things, the belief that by cooperating 
we can make things different, we can change things for 
the better. And that’s what I look for.

I am privileged now because of my work interna-
tionally in dealing with countries in South Asia, South-
east Asia, East Asia, Europe, elsewhere. I see that there 
is a great possibility of optimism. But then I see when 
I look at the poor countries, such as Pakistan and In-
dia which have many poor, even though many are not 
poor, but many poor. I think what will happen to the 
effort to build peace in this part of the world, if we 
leave the mass of the population, the majority of the 
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This is an edited transcript of 
the keynote address by Helga Zepp-
LaRouche to the Plenary Session of 
the Schiller Institute’s April 9, 2022 
conference, “Establish a New Secu-
rity and Development Architecture 
for All Nations.” Mrs. Zepp-La-
Rouche is the founder and leader of 
the Schiller Institute.

Dear conference participants 
from all over the world!

What brings us here together to-
day, with participants from over 60 countries from four 
continents, is our utmost distress that the very existence 
of humanity is in grave danger. The aim of our confer-
ence is to arouse the awareness of ever larger social 
forces around the world, that because of the danger of 
the presently escalating strategic confrontation, there 
could be, soon, a full military engagement between 
NATO and Russia leading to a world war, which in all 
likelihood would mean the annihilation of mankind in 
a following Nuclear Winter. The aim of our conference 
is therefore to demonstrate in the most powerful way, 
that there exists an immediately accessible alternative, 
a new paradigm, which can leave that mortal threat be-
hind us and begin a new era of human history, in cohe-
sion with the true nature of mankind as the only species 
known so far capable of reason.

That danger of that large war did not start on Feb-
ruary 24th of this year. As my late husband Lyndon 
LaRouche forecast with prescience in August 1971—
after Nixon replaced the fixed exchange rates of the 
Bretton Woods System with floating exchange rates—
that a continuation of this monetarist policy, unless 
corrected, would lead inevitably to a new fascism and 

a new world war. And that is, 50 
years later, exactly where we are 
right now. The acute danger of 
war, the larger war, comes from 
the fact that the trans-Atlantic 
neoliberal financial system was 
already at the advanced stage of 
breakdown of a hyperinflation-
ary explosion of a hopelessly 
bankrupt system, before the war 
in Ukraine started.

In order to understand the real 
reasons for the Ukraine crisis one 

has to go back to the reasons why the great historic 
chance which existed after the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union, for the establishment of a true peace or-
der, as we proposed with the program of the Eurasian 
Land-Bridge then, was missed. A good entry point, 
a window to get an insight, is a document that was 
originally leaked to the New York Times by a whistle-
blower in March 1992 which became known as the 
Wolfowitz Doctrine, which was written in the spirit 
of the earlier Project for a New American Century. It 
stated that part of the American mission would be to 
ensure its role as the only superpower in the post-So-
viet world which would have sufficient military might 
to deter any nation or group of nations from challeng-
ing America’s primacy. On March 8, 1992 the New 
York Times wrote:

[T]he Pentagon documents are the clearest re-
jection to date of collective internationalism, the 
strategy that emerged from World War II when 
the five victorious powers sought to form a 
United Nations that could mediate disputes and 
police outbreaks of violence.
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population, ignorant and poor with a sense of hopeless-
ness. That can become a disease that can destroy all our 
wonderful aspirations.

So I must say briefly, as briefly as possible—I 
could say much more about many things, and maybe 
you would like to ask me about some of these things 

later tonight—that this is a very worthy cause. It’s a 
small part of what is needed. But sometimes we set an 
example by a small effort. And hope that others will be 
inspired by what is accomplished by this small effort 
and hope therefore that that example will inspire others 
to do more.


