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I begin with emphasis on the necessity of uttering the 
following sentence, which is, unavoidably, what 
is called “a mouthful.”

The root of the most prevalent errors of judg-
ment  respecting  both  the  essential  nature  of  a 
competent notion of physical science, and, taking 
into account the failures of judgment respecting 
human social processes,  is  to be located, funda-
mentally,  in  the  presumption  that  the  root  of 
human knowledge lies in the principles of sense-
perception, rather than in higher order of knowl-
edge,  that  being  the  knowledge  of  the  creative 
powers unique to the actual human mind, a mind 
which  knows  that  sense-perception  is  nothing 
better than a distorted shadow of the reality acces-
sible only to that rarely recognized reality which 
exists  only  in  the powers  of what  remains,  still 
today, the rarely recognized existence of the actual 
human mind.

The chief source of moral, as much as physi-
cal failure of the behavior of human beings, still 
today, most notably, ostensibly literate folk, is 
inherent in the misguided belief that sense-per-
ception  shows  us  reality.  Thus,  we  are  con-
fronted with what is actually the irrationality of 
what  is  usually  mistaken,  even  on  the  higher 
academic levels, for the practice of reason.

The worst of the blunders and related incompeten-
cies exhibited by presumably well-meaning and culti-
vated persons, are products of  the prevalence of  the 
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May  20—The  following  short  memoranda  by  Lyndon 
LaRouche were directed,  in large part,  to the scientific 
“Basement Team” which LaRouche has assembled and 
led over the past few years. They are, by their very nature, 
incomplete, a work in progress, and framed in the terms 
of reference which that team is working on diligently.

Our decision to share them with EIR’s audience—to, 
in  effect,  have  the  reader  look  over  our  shoulders—
comes from the urgency of the galactic situation in which 
mankind finds itself. How, indeed, shall we prepare to 
handle the crises now being presented to mankind in the 
form of “natural disasters,” often of unprecedented pro-
portions? How must we think of the role of mankind in 
the universe, and direct our scientific research in the very 
immediate period ahead? What is the appropriate scien-
tific method in a period when mankind’s very existence 
would seem to hang in the balance?


