
well as in such places as Singapore, they sell T-shirts with
bin Laden on them! He’s a very popular hero of the Third
World. I’m sorry to say, but it’s true.

And, there is going to be a bid, to secure the oil for the
West. And I think that Qaddafi has understood that and has LaRouche and Baker Call
pre-empted it by going over to the West before they do it.
Which is what he has done. He also has second thoughts, For Freeing Barghouti
because he thinks that he can become the main influence on
the African continent. He is at the base of this idea of an by Dean Andromidas
African Parliament. And the United States is going to find
one day, that there is an Africa, which they have created,

After witnessing the deafening sounds of chanting, cheering,which is against them. But, that’s a different subject alto-
gether. and gunfire on Nov. 12 as hundreds of thousands of Palestin-

ians expressed an outpouring of emotion when the casket ofThe war against terror, or the war of Third World peoples
for some kind of political and economic liberation, which is Yasser Arafat was borne slowly through the surging sea of

humanity to its temporary resting place on the West Bank,disguised as a religious crusade, Islamic crusade, is going
to spread to Africa very, very soon. It’s not happening yet, one must ask: Who can replace Arafat? Who can at once

enjoy the popular support of the masses of Palestinians, whilebecause there are more urgent problems. And one of the more
urgent problems is, as the lady said, Lebanon and Syria. having the capability of leading his people to nationhood?

It is widely accepted that the only Palestinian capable ofSo, we are going to have an attempt to solve the Afghani
and Iraqi problem, or crisis, including problems going into mobilizing the popular support necessary for anyone who

could hope to replace the late Palestinian President YasserCentral Asia and Chechnya and so on, which is part of the
game. Then, if that succeeds, there’s going to be a war against Arafat, is Marwan Barghouti, leader of the West Bank Fatah.

Far more important is that Barghouti is considered the onlySyria and a reshuffling of Lebanon. If it doesn’t succeed, we
may have, first, a spread of violence in Africa. Palestinian leader who has the trust of the Palestinian popula-

tion to safeguard their rights in the political negotiationsIn any case, Iran—an actual attack against Iran will occur,
according to my analysis, in two to four years from now, not which will now have to take place if war is to be averted.

But Barghouti is currently serving five life sentences inbefore. And it may not occur at all, because they are failing
in Iraq! If they’re failing in Iraq, they’re certainly not going to an Israeli prison on trumped up murder and terrorism charges.

Addressing a public event in Argentina via the Internetwage war at once in Iraq and Iran—not because they wouldn’t
desire to do so, but because there are not enough troops for on Nov. 11, Lyndon LaRouche referred directly to the need

to release Barghouti: “There is a man in an Israeli prison, whothat! And after several nations’ troops, several expeditionary
mercenary troops, having been killed in Iraq, then people are if [Israeli Prime Minister Ariel] Sharon wanted to, and if the

United States would pressure Sharon to do it, could be pullednot sending enough soldiers. So, either you bring back the
draft— out of prison as a negotiating partner with Sharon, for bringing

about, or negotiating, some kind of peace between the Pales-Q: They might try it.
Ghilan: They might do it, sure! Sure, you’re right. But, tinians and the Israelis. If they did agree to acceptable terms,

that would in a sense bring the crisis in the entire Southwestif they don’t do it, where are they to get another 750,000
soldiers? Not “soldiers”—combat soldiers; marines, com- Asia, into some kind of order. . . . We are obviously going to

work for that.”manders. People who are able to wage a war under guerrilla
conditions. City warfare. On the same day, former Secretary of State under George

Bush senior, James Baker III, in an appearance on the LarryTheir solutions are stupid! They take Fallujah and they
destroy it. Okay, you don’t conquer a country by destroying King Show, declared, “There is now in Israel—in an Israeli

prison, a man named Marwan Barghouti, who is one of theits cities. If you wage anti-insurrection warfare, you have to
pull them out! And they’re not doing that, because they can’t young guard of Palestinians, and if the Palestinians are going

to make this work against the really hard-line elements, thedo it, they don’t know how to do it, they don’t want to do it.
They push forward Iraqi troops, who don’t want to go, so they Islamists and some of the people of Hamas, they’re going to

have to have a coalition of the young guard and the old guard.don’t come back. So the Marines have to get in, and there’s
another 1,000 disabled American people in veterans hospi- And it would be really a very positive step in the right direction

if Israel would release Marwan Barghouti, so that he couldtals. I’m not talking about the dead; I’m talking about the
people who survive. participate in bringing about this transition.”

Barghouti’s freedom is inseparable from a mobilizationSo, they will have, either to bring back the draft, or contain
their greed, and wait till one conflict is ended to start another. of the concert of nations, led by the United States and sup-

ported by Europe, as LaRouche has written, to “nail a killerNot a very encouraging perspective, I must say.
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like Sharon to the table of constructive movement for peace
with the Palestinians.”

Baker’s call for Barghouti’s release confirms LaRouche’s
assessment that the alarm about the Bush Administration’s
insane Southwest Asia policies reaches not only into the Dem-
ocratic Party and the military security establishment, but deep
into Republican Party circles as well.

Elections for the Presidency of the Palestinian National
Authority are to be held on Jan. 9. The leading potential candi-
dates include Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen), former Pales-
tinian Prime Minister and now chairman of the PLO, and
Ahmed Qureia (Abu Ala), current Palestinian Prime Minister.
Although Barghouti has yet to announce his intention to run,
he is expected to make a decision within two weeks. The latest
poll conducted by Bir Zeit University gave Barghouti a 51%
popularity rating; Ismail Haniyah, the head of Hamas in the
Gaza Strip, came in second with 28%, while Abu Mazen
received only 1.6% and Abu Ala 1%. If “democracy” is to be
exercised, Barghouti has to run.

Who Is Marwan Barghouti?
At 45, Marwan Barghouti shares many of the attributes

of Arafat when the latter founded Fatah in 1965, at the age of Marwan Barghouti, who is serving five life sentences in an Israeli
prison, is the only Palestinian who could hope to replace Arafat’s
leadership role.

36. He is young and is known as a fighter, with a broad base
of support at the grassroots level. This contrasts sharply with
Abu Mazen and Abu Ala, who not only are in their late 60s,
but, more important, have little popular support within the to the West Bank in 1994, and he was elected to the Palestinian

Legislative Council in 1996. A strong supporter of the peacePalestinian territories.
Barghouti was born in the West Bank village of Kobar, process, he was involved in numerous dialogue groups, con-

ferences, and other activities with his Israeli counterparts. Innear Ramallah, on June 6, 1959, only to witness and suffer
eight years later, exactly to the day, the ravages of the “Six- the 1990s, from his position as head of its West Bank branch,

he endeavored to transform the Fatah from a resistance orga-Day War” of 1967.
Like Arafat, Barghouti comes from an important Palestin- nization into a political party. This was in preparation for

what should have been the formation of a Palestinian state,ian family. The extended Barghouti family or clan, based in
the Ramallah region in the West Bank, is very well known for and the development of a civil society that could deal with

corruption and carry out economic development of an inde-its broad political activism. There are Barghoutis who hold
leading positions in the full spectrum of Palestinian politics, pendent state.

In 1998, after the massive expansion of Israeli settlementsfrom the leaders of the Palestinian Communist Party, through
the mainstream Fatah, and the leadership of Hamas. under the government of then-Prime Minister Bejamin Netan-

yahu and then-Infrastructure Minister Sharon, Barghouti ledAt the age of 15, Barghouti joined Fatah, and in 1978, he
was thrown into an Israeli prison, where he spent four and a massive demonstrations throughout the West Bank against

the ongoing occupation, as the peace process began to deterio-half years as punishment for his resistance activities. Upon
his release in 1983, he enrolled in Bir Zeit University, famous rate further and further.

The failure of Camp David negotiations in 2000, and thefor both its academic qualifications and as a center of Palestin-
ian political resistance activities. In 1985, Barghouti was ar- blowing up of the entire peace process by Sharon’s infamous

march onto the Al Haram Al Sharif/Temple Mount, provokedrested again and held for six months without charges, under
administrative detention. Two years later, in 1987, he was riots that led to the eruption of the Intifada. Barghouti became

the very public face of the Intifada, and on Aug. 15, 2001, he“transferred” out of his homeland by the Israeli military for
“inciting” rebellion. From Amman, Jordan, he played an im- became the target of an Israeli assassination attempt.

In an opinion column in the Washington Post on Jan. 15,portant political role in organizing the Intifada, and eventually
he became the intermediary between the Palestinian Libera- 2002, Barghouti wrote: “The only way for the Israelis to have

security is, quite simply, to end the 35-year-old Israeli occupa-tion Organization outside, and the Fatah inside the Occu-
pied Territories. tion of Palestinian territory. Israelis must abandon the myth

that it is possible to have peace and occupation at the sameAfter the signing of the Oslo Accords, Barghouti returned
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time, that peaceful coexistence is possible between slave and elected, “But if he subsequently goes back on our unalterable
demands—a state on pre-1967 lines, its capital in Jerusalem,master. The lack of Israeli security is born of the lack of

Palestinian freedom. Israel will have security only after the the right of return of refugees, and the release of prisoners—
we will not recognize him.” Zubeidi added that he would haveend of the occupation, not before.”

Barghouti was not only being seen more and more in front trust in Barghouti if he won the Presidential elections, and he
would gladly lay down his arms if a just peace agreementof the television cameras of CNN, but, more important, before

thousands of demonstrating Palestinians, bolstering their re- were signed.
The 27-year-old Zubeidi, who is high on Sharon’s hit list,sistance to the brutal occupation policies which Sharon hoped

would crush their will to resist. Barghouti was becoming a denounced what was claimed to have been an attack on Abu
Mazen at the Arafat mourning tent in the Gaza Strip, only thepowerful political leader, who, while being a strong militant,

nonetheless was committed to establishing peace with Israel day before, where two bodyquards were killed.
In Israel itself, the death of Arafat sparked a debate on thebased on a two-state solution. For this he became a far bigger

threat to Sharon than any suicide bomber. possibility of Barghouti’s release, and on Nov. 13, Israeli
Interior Minister Avraham Poraz said that it would be possibleOn April 15, 2002, an elite Israeli special forces unit sur-

rounded Barghouti’s house in Ramallah and arrested him. to relaese Barghouti “under certain circumstances,” including
a prisoner exchange, even if he has “blood on his hands.” ThisSince that date, only his lawyer has been allowed to see him.

Even his wife and four children have been denied access to had been done in the past, including by Sharon himself, who
earlier this year released two Lebanese who had killed Israe-him. Sharon wanted to throw him into an Israeli court and

stage an international show trial. Barghouti was indicted for lis, in a deal with the Lebanese militant organization Hezbol-
lah, in return for freeing a captured Israeli military officer.alleged complicity in no less than 37 attacks. The evidence

was so slim that even the biased court threw out all but 5 of Poraz, who is a member of the Shinui party, added that Israel
could not prevent Barghouti from running in the electionsthe charges. So biased was the court, in fact, that on the first

day of the trial, one of the judges presiding over the trial, in from his prison cell.
Sharon and the other right-wing ministers in his govern-open court, called Barghouti a murderous terrorist! Barghouti

refused counsel on grounds that he did not recognize the au- ment were very annoyed by Poraz’s suggestion; nonetheless,
Israeli Knesset (parliament) member Ran Cohen of the pro-thority of the court, because the entire proceeding was in

violation of the Geneva Conventions, international law, and peace Yahad-Meretz party said that if Barghouti is elected in
the Palestinian elections, Israel would have to negotiate withsigned agreements between Israel and the Palestinian Na-

tional Authority. him and thus would no longer be able to keep him in prison.
There are others in Israel who see the logic in releasing

Barghouti, including certain military circles. But James BakerSupport for Freeing Barghouti
Those who claim that Barghouti must be released to avert III’s call for Barghouti’s release has been virtually blacked

out of the Israeli press. When briefed on the Baker statement,a Palestinian civil war, fall victim to Israeli and neo-con pro-
paganda. Sabri Jiryis, the director of the PLO’s Institute of Dr. Ron Pundak, director of the Peres Center for Peace in

Tel Aviv and one of the negotiators of the Oslo Accords,Palestinian Studies, and a former advisor to Arafat, dismissed
fears of a Palestinian Civil War in an interview with the Israeli welcomed it as a very important indication that political cir-

cles in the United States are trying to get a change in U.S.daily Ha’aretz on Nov. 17: “You have nothing to worry about,
and you having nothing to be happy about. The Palestinian policy, and hopefully get a real peace process going. Pundak

recalled that he had also recently made the same suggestion asregime has a very strong foundation. It was established over
the course of decades, and it has rules of its own. You will Baker, only to be viciously attacked by the Israeli right wing.

Similarly, Sa’d Nimr, director of the Campaign to Freenever be privileged to see a Palestinian civil war. Forget it.
You will never see conflicts that you can exploit to harm Barghouti, when briefed on the statements by Lyndon

LaRouche and James Baker III calling for the release ofPalestinian interests.”
The point is, that Barghouti has to be released if a peace Barghouti, told EIR, “It is very encouraging to hear that Amer-

ican political figures have come out in support of Marwanagreement is to be signed, not because he will go out and kill
Hamas rejectionists, as Sharon would wish, but because he is Barghouti’s release.”

Nimr went on to say that it was key for the United Statescapable of winning the trust of the Palestinian people.
Zachariah Zubeidi, the head of the militant Al Aqsa Mar- to take action to give Prime Minister Sharon a “ladder in order

to climb down the tree” he has put himself in, by labellingtyrs Brigades in Jenin, on the West Bank, best expressed the
problem in an interview with the London Financial Times, Barghouti a terrorist and putting him in prison.

Only the United States in concert with Europe can giveNov. 16: “With Abu Amar [Arafat] I could be confident that
I could handle resistance to the Israeli occupation knowing Sharon a ladder, or strait-jacket, and to secure Barghouti’s

release. Moreover, even it he is released, only when offeredthat he was taking care of the political work. Now I am un-
easy.” He said he would accept Abu Mazen if he were freely a just peace could Barghouti hope to succeed.
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