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poverty.” Its economy is expected to declir]
by 16% this year.

Most dramatic is the fact that of the
million new poor, 6 million are “indigent”:
They cannot satisfy even minimal foo
needs. Oneinfive Ibero-Americans does 11
have enough to eat.

World'sLargest Hydro
Dam Near Completion

China completed the blocking of the Yang
tze River at the Three Gorges Dam on Nov.
6. This major step means that the entire proj
ect, estimated to cost $25 billion, will bé

completed some time next year, accordin .
to Ci?inese state media. Y gEU and Russia SOI ve

While the anti-China, anti-technolog) Ka|iningrad Problem
Western media continue to gripe about the
alleged 1.2 million peasants whose villagesremoving a considerable diplomatic obst
will be sybmerged when the projectis com- ¢e to enhanced relations in talks Nov. 11
plete, Li Peng, number-two in the Chinese grssels, Russian President Viadimir Puf

Communist Party, called the dam one of the;nd the European Union agreed on a spegia}

greatest engineering feats in history, Xinhtiayisa procedure thatwill allow licenses for u

said. Li, the long-time Power and Indust
Minister, watched the final damming of th
Yangtze through binoculars, and tol
Xinhua, “The administration of a country’
national affairs becomes easier when its ri
ers are tamed,” citing an old adage.

Areservoir will be formed when the fina
2,180-foot section of the dam is finished;
will stretch 1.4 miles and be 607 feet hig
within eight months. It will begin to fill next
year, when the first of four turbines shoul
begin generating power. The entire projec
not due to be completed until 2009, at whi
time, it will have 26 generators providin
about 10% of China’s power.

Nearly Half of South
American Population Poor

By the end of 2002, some 44% of the Iber
American population will be classified a
poor, according to a study just released

the United Nations Economic Commissio
on Latin America and the Caribbea
(ECLAC, or Cepal, as it is known in Span
ish). Seven million people have entered t
ranks of the poor this year, bringing the nun
ber to 221 million. Between 1990 and 200
the number of poorincreased by only 10m
lion; butin 2002, Argentina’s extraordinar
collapse will account for much of the 7 mil
lion newly impoverished. ECLAC directo
JoseAntonio Ocampo said, that “Argentina
whose economic crisis is very sever

to 900,000 trips annually by rail and anoth

600,000 by car, for Russians who commut

mostly via Lithuania, between the Russig

mainland and the Kaliningrad enclave ont
“Baltic Sea.

When Poland and Lithuania join the E

| in 2004, Kaliningrad would otherwise be tg
it tallyisolated, because the EU, whose east
border would be with Belarus and Russi
keeps a tight visa regime at its borders.
- Furthermore, a feasibility study has bee
IScommissioned by the EU and Russia, for t
project to build a new high-speed rail lin
from Russia to Kaliningrad via Lithuanial
This is only a first step, but a step towarg
realizing a project of great importance
which has been under discussion for so
time.

U.S. DemandsHalt To

D- . .

s Brazil-Colombia Deal

Py

n  Inashow ofimperial arrogance, U.S. S

n ern Command Commander Gen. James H

sent a letter in October to the head o

neColombian Armed Forces, demanding thal

n-  military purchase from Brazil be aband

1, or else, according t® Estado de SaPaulo

|-  dBdTiempoin Bogotaon Nov. 11. The
Colombian military had already ordered th

purchase of 40 Emb-314 light fighter pla

e Hill'sthreat arrived just three days after Co-

lombia’s Defense Minister sent a confiden-

[ tial letter to the Brazilian Embassy in Bo-

g6taopening up the bidding process on the

( fighter planes!

ot The letter from Hill to Armed Forces

Commander Gen. Jorge Mora Rangel, ex-

pressed “concern over the Colombian
Armed Forces expense of $234 million to
buy new fighter planes,” and advised the
general to desist from the deal with Brazil
and meet more pressing needs—such as the
modernization of the fleet of C-130 Hercules

A-transport planes, which are U.S.-made and

Nwhose “modernization” would fall to U.S.

INcompanies. Hill's letter made clear that fur-

18&her U.S. military aid to Colombia would

P depend on compliance with U.S. “recom-

" mendations.” Specifically, Hill stated: “I

€.also feel that the U.S. Congress would not

Niook favorably on the purchase of light at-

hetack planes as the most urgent need of the

Colombian Armed Forces, and could nega-
) tively influence Congressional approval of
" additional financing.”

Prn

A

'Venezuela Crisis
"Escalates Again

As Organization of the American States

s head Cesar Gaviria was attempting to medi-
ate negotiations between government and

n’eopposition figures Nov. 12, on President
Hugo Chaez’s “politicization” of the state
oil company, out-of-control pro-Chaz
mobs surrounded the Caracas city hall, pin-
ning Mayor Alfredo Péa and others inside

for several hours. National Guardsmen at-
tempted to disperse them, leading to a

bloody clash leaving at least 1 dead and 20
putvounded. Pé&m was later assaulted by
lill  “Chavistas” while visiting some of the
f twunded at the hospital. Later that day, a
a grenade was thrown at the home of Caracas
néddchbishop Ignacio Velasco, another Cha

vez political opponent, and a tear gas canis-
ter was tossed at the office of an opposition

e newspaphs) es la Noticia.As tensions
nese, all eyes are on the Venezuelan Workers

and other equipment made by the Brazilia

e, have aided military pursuit of FARC/EL

weighs heavily in the increased region
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al

n Federation (CTV), whose leaders are travel-

state company Embraer. The planes werding the country building up support for an

indefinite general strike to forCee€lsa

narco-terrorists in the Colombian junglessignation.
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