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And, concluded Yureneva, one of the "dangerous in
trigues" of the camarilla "against the tsar and society" was 
the Russo-Japanese War. 

Witte, who died in 1915, in a posthumously delivered 
letter to Nicholas, pleaded with him to keep the constitution: 
"This is your undying service to your people and to humani
ty ," he wrote. 

Queen Victoria's legacy 
Of course, Nicholas II was not the only short-sighted 

ruler in Europe prior to World War I. Despite the fact that 
King George V ("Georgie") of England, Kaiser Wilhelm 
("Willi") of Germany, and Nicholas ("Nikki") were all cous
ins through their grandmother, Queen Victoria, even before 
1914 the events had been set into motion which doomed two 
of the three dynasties and created out of the Versailles Treaty 
a new geopolitical system. 

Yet, for Radzinsky, questions of international strategy 
are overshadowed by his obsession with ferreting out the 
truth about the Romanov assassinations. Thanks to glasnost 
and a lot of sleuthing, Radzinsky, a former state archivist, 
was able to get his hands on previously classified firsthand 
documents about the murders. The existence of the assassins' 
written descriptions of the event had been denied. 

Like a dedicated "Who shot JFK?" conspirophile, Rad-
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zinsky spends a good deal of t�me detailing the who, what, 
when, where, and how of the murders. He discusses ques
tions like whose gun it was that killed the tsar. 

And, inevitably. the question of possible survivors is 
discussed. Did anyone survive?1If so, who? Anastasia? Tatia
na? The heir, Alexei? The parldrmaid? How many gravesites 
were there? Or were the bodieslburned? 

Russia again at the crossroads 
Today, once again, the fonner Soviet Union-and the 

entire rest of the world-is at a crossroads. The system creat
ed after World Wars I and II no longer functions, but neither 
would a return to the allegedly "benign" despotism of monar
chical rule; and the world should certainly shudder at the idea 
of a "new 1917" currently being mooted by some in Russia. 

Neither Bolshevism nor tsarism should be resurrected 
from their graves. Instead, it is time for Russians-for all 
peoples-to heed the voice of Count Witte, who successfully 
worked for economic and political reform with both Nicho
las's father (Alexander III) and Nicholas's grandfather (Alex
ander II, the Tsar-Liberator). Witte understood that only a 
commitment by each nation-state to uplifting all of its people 
could create the basis for lasting international peace. 

That was the lesson whichiNicholas II, the last tsar, re
fused to learn. 
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