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Dope Inc. Trafficking of Afghan Opium

by Dennis Small

Aug. 25—Responsibility for trafficking in Afghan
opium and all other narcotics in the world dope trade is
nowhere a “local” matter, but run by Dope, Inc., the
British-run multinational financial syndicate. This was
first and thoroughly exposed in the best-seller commis-
sioned by Lyndon LaRouche, Dope, Inc. (first edition
published in 1978). An EIR team is currently updating
the world picture. Meantime, starting from this vantage
point is the way to understand events
in Afghanistan.

In a report issued to the UN Secu-
rity Council in June of this year, a spe-
cial Security Council Committee re-
ported that “the primary sources of
Taliban financing remain criminal ac-
tivities, including drug trafficking and
opium poppy production.” The sum-
mary of the brief report states that “the
issue of narcotics in Afghanistan—the
production and trafficking of poppy-
based drugs and methamphetamine—
remains ... the Taliban’s largest single
source of income. It also has a destabi-
lizing and corrupting effect within Af-
ghanistan and contributes signifi-
cantly to the narcotics challenges
facing the wider international com-
munity.”

Some of the media coverage of the report, such as
by Reuters, added comments by Cesar Guedes, the
head of the Kabul office of the UN Office of Drugs and
Crime (UNODC), who said: “The Taliban have counted
on the Afghan opium trade as one of their main sources
ofincome. More production brings drugs with a cheaper
and more attractive price, and therefore a wider acces-
sibility.”

The UNODC has in fact reported on the link of Tal-
iban—or elements of the Taliban—to the opium trade
for decades. For example, in November 2008 UNODC
Executive Director Antonio Maria Costa released the
Afghanistan Opium Survey 2008, which reported that
“opium finances the Taliban war economy,” and stated
for the press: “For a number of years, Afghan opium
production has exceeded world demand. The bottom
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should have fallen out of the opium market, but it
hasn’t. So where is the missing opium? Lack of price
response in the opium market can only be the result of
stock build-ups, and all evidence points to the Taliban.”

But let’s look higher up the control chain—which
the mass media always refuse to do. The drug trade is
not run by the Taliban—not in Afghanistan, and cer-
tainly not in the world. Look to Dope Inc. for that chain
of command.

In 2011, the UNODC'’s Executive
Director Yury Fedotov, provided in-
formation which pointed in the right
direction, based on 2009 data that the
UNODC had compiled. The picture
today, a dozen years later, is much the
same, but worse. The UNODC re-
ported: “In Afghanistan and else-
where, transnational organized crime
groups were the main beneficiaries of
this extremely profitable [drug] trade.
UNODC estimates that the Afghan
Taliban earned around $155 million
in 2009, Afghan drug traffickers $2.2
billion, and Afghan farmers $440 mil-
lion.”

In other words, Afghan drug traf-
fickers pulled in about 15 times more
than the Taliban, and five times what the farmers re-
ceived. But the actual street sale value of all the opium/
heroin produced by Afghanistan (which is about 80%
of the world total), in 2009 came to a cool $65 billion,
according to FEIR’s authoritative calculations. So
roughly speaking, the Taliban’s “cut” is just over 0.2%
of the total “take” by Dope, Inc.—not very high up on
the totem pole, as compared to HSBC bank, for exam-
ple.

And it turns out that opium/heroin only accounted
for about 10% of Dope, Inc.’s total potential revenue
that year of about $800 billion. The largest component,
about half, came from marijuana, followed by ATS
(amphetamine-type stimulants).

So, as Lyndon LaRouche long argued, if you really
want to wipe out the drug trade, start in the City of
London and Wall Street.
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