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erating capacity, cost-effectiveness, and flexibility to
efficiently desalinate sea water.

William DeOreo discussed the exciting potentials
in large-scale water desalination for solving the extreme
water scarcity in the region, on condition that plentiful
amounts of energy are made available—a distinct possi-
bility with nuclear power. He spoke of his own work in
the Kingdom of Jordan, which involved designs for de-
salinating seawater from the Gulf of Agaba, and convey-
ing it northward. He said he was frustrated by those who
wanted him to craft designs for water supply solutions that
would only conform to water austerity for the population.
He responded: “No, no, no! What we really need to do, is
we need to increase the supply, to provide Jordan with the
water that they need in order to have an advanced society.”

All the participants agreed that all these problems

must not be allowed to be the seeds of ongoing and fu-
ture conflicts. The event drew to a close with an honest
discussion of “Where do we go from here? How do we
get these ideas implemented?”

Ross took this up, noting how many people there
are around the world demanding a ceasefire, humanitar-
ian aid, and work for fundamental solutions. A crucial
measure of success will be getting more of these people
beginning to demand: “We need the Oasis Plan! What
are we doing fighting? This should be the future of the
region!” By bringing this discussion more and more
into the public debate, injecting this kind of future ori-
entation, the political terrain can be drastically changed,
making otherwise impossible resolutions possible.

Kevin Gribbroek and Michael Billington contrib-
uted to this article.

The following are excerpts from a speech [ [
given by Lyndon LaRouche at the Zayed Cen-
ter for Coordination and Follow-Up on June
2, 2002. The full speech, and discussion, is
available in EIR, Vol. 29, No. 23 here.

The world has come to a crossroads in
modern history. If the world were to con-
tinue along the pathway currently chosen by
my government and some others, civilization
will be plunged, for as long as a generation
or more, into a global dark age comparable
to that which struck Europe about seven-
hundred-fifty years ago. We must not pretend
that danger does not exist; but, also, we must
commit ourselves to the hopeful alternative
which wise governments will prefer. Therefore, I
shall speak frankly, but also optimistically, of a sec-
ond crossroads, the Middle East.... For as far back
as known history of civilization reaches, long, long
before the discovery of oil, the Middle East has been
the strategic crossroads of Eurasia and Africa com-
bined, as it is today. With or without petroleum, the
historic strategic significance of the Middle East
would remain.... Given the desperate situation of the
world today, we can not be so naive as to presume
that powers which may be great, or even simply
powerful, will, therefore, react sanely to the relevant
strategic facts of the situation....

Zoom in, as if from an orbiting space-station,
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Lyndon LaRouche speaks at the Zayed Center, UAE, in 2002.

upon the past and present ecology of this region
of the world’s biosphere. In our imagination, let us
watch the long-range historical process, of melting
of the great Eurasian glacier, over the interval from
about 19,000 years ago, when ocean levels were
approximately 400 feet below those today. Watch
the evolution of the Mediterranean region over the
following millennia. Watch the later phase of great
desiccation of the once rich, desert regions of the Sa-
hara, Gulf, and Central Asia. From the standpoint of
that lapsed-time panorama, we are reminded in the
most useful way of a fact we already know: that the
most critical of the strategic economic factors inside
the Middle East region as a whole today, is not petro-
leum, but fresh water. ...
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