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The Return of Genghis Khan

Israel Announces It Is 
Flooding Hamas Tunnels 
in Gaza with Seawater
by Dennis Small

Jan. 31—Scarcely four days after the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) issued its binding order demand-
ing that Israel cease all activity related to the “plausible 
case” of the Crime of Genocide filed against it by South 
Africa, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) on Jan. 30 
issued a statement confirming what many had long sus-
pected and denounced in the media: that the Israeli mil-
itary is flooding Hamas tunnels in Gaza with seawater.
Under the headline “IDF Confirms Flooding Hamas 
Tunnels in Gaza with Seawater,” the Times of Israel 
reports on an official IDF statement, which reads:

[The military] has implemented new capabilities 
to neutralize underground terrorist infrastructure 
in the Gaza Strip by channeling large volumes of 
water into the tunnels.

As far back as October 26, 2023, EIR News Ser-
vice published the following note, under the headline 
“Hersh Reveals How Israel Is Considering Flooding 
Hamas’s Tunnel System in Gaza.”

“Investigative journalist Seymour Hersh reported 
in his Oct. 24 article, ‘The Mysteries of Oct. 7,’ that 
U.S. officials are aware that Israel is considering flood-
ing Hamas’s tunnel system in Gaza. ‘A well-informed 
American official told me that the Israeli leadership is 
known to be considering flooding Hamas’s vast tun-
nel system before sending in its troops, many of whom 
have had only a few weeks of training in the maneu-
vers and coordination required for the invasion. Such 
an act could mean that Israel was prepared to write off 
the hostages still in jeopardy.’

“Sputnik spoke about Hersh’s report with retired 
IDF Lt. Col. Dr. Mordechai Kedar, who served for 25 
years in IDF military intelligence specializing in Arab 
political discourse and is a lecturer at Bar-Ilan Univer-
sity in Tel Aviv. Kedar told Sputnik Oct. 25, ‘I don’t 
know what Israel is preparing for these tunnels, wheth-
er it is bombs, or water, or whatever.’

“He explained that it would ‘definitely be cheaper 
to dig a tunnel a few hundred meters, which will stream 
the water from the sea…. And look, take into account 
that some of the tunnels are very deep, like 30 meters 
deep, which is a ten-story-tall building. This is very 
deep…. According to some data which I have read, the 
city actually is below sea level. If this is correct, it will 
not be so hard to make the water from the sea stream 
into the city. Once the city is covered with water, the 
water will go down into the ground because the ground 
is very sandy, and apparently all the tunnels will be 
flooded, and whoever is in these tunnels will have to 
swim out or be buried there forever.’

“When asked about the consequences of the IDF 
flooding Gaza, Kedar replied that ‘whoever started 
this war with us should have calculated it beforehand. 
Unfortunately, this ISIS-like organization, they do 
not make any calculations neither on human lives nor 
infrastructure. It seems they couldn’t care less about 
their own people, in their own cities, in their own in-
frastructure. I think that we don’t have to put so much 
attention to these questions…. Once the city becomes 
a lake, I think that the whole of the city is finished and 
the whole story is finished because it will be a lake. 
And then maybe this will be the change and this might 
be the lesson.’

“Knowledgeable historians have noted certain par-
allels with the infamous practices of Genghis Khan. 
Beginning in 1218, Khan’s Mongol army swept 
through the rich cities of Khwarazm (around what’s 
now named the Aral Sea) and farther south, flatten-
ing any city which refused to immediately capitulate, 
killing or enslaving the population, and throwing dead 
bodies down into the cities’ water-supply and irrigation 
systems which had been carefully built up over centu-
ries. The decomposing bodies polluted the water for 
100 years, rendering these cities uninhabitable.”

EIR readers are encouraged to consider the implica-
tions of the above report, in light of Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu’s infamous comment: “His-
tory does not favor Jesus Christ over Genghis Khan. 
History favors the strong.”

tions, with the aim to put pressure on the governments 
to undo this cutoff of financing to UNRWA—you 
know all the names, I don’t need to elaborate them 
all—I think we can turn this into a very powerful 
force, and I think that’s the best thing I can think about 
in the moment to intervene.

So, please do the very best you can.
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